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W herein is ſet dovwneatrue lournall os V 
tothe conhines oftheFaſt In Dies, F380. 

through the great Connzrey-s of Syria, : 
Meſopotamia, Armenia, ledia, ;) 209.» 
 Hircania and Parthia. Iz ; 
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Nich the Authors returne by the way of {$63Þ33 ©: 
Perla, Sufttana, Afiria,Chaldza,and | « 
eA RAB / To. 


Containing afull ſuruew af the Knigdom of Perſia: 
 wrdin at termes the Perſian flands with 
ce Great Turke at this day : 


Alſo arrue bin of Sir ANTHONIS SHERLEYS 
encer:ainment there: and the eſtate that his Brother, 
M. RoOSERT SHERLE x (ined inafter 

ba departure for Chriſtendome. 


 withthe deſcription of a Port inthe Perſian gulf,com- 
modious for our Eaſt Indian Merchants; and a bricfe 
rchearſall of ſome groſle abſudies in the 
Turkiſh ALCOKRAN. 
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10 THE VERTVOVS AND 


Worthy Knight, Sir THoMas HvNT, 
one of his Maieſties Iu{tices of the 
Peace ana Quorum in the Countie of 
Surrey, 1. C, witherh allter- 
rejirial and celeſtizll 
hppmeſ/e. 


Ig | x, when I conlider that it 
S241 15 thecommon manner of all, 
£14; that write any Bookes in this 

' vp PR | i 
v EF) {| 


Inn. VN) 28© £0 Dedicate the fame to 
OM ECAY £ one or other of great place, 
FD AN Fo I bethought me to whome 1 

benno: I might oller cheſe my traucls: 

and at laſt re — with my ſclte,none to be more 
hit, then your Worſhip ; both in regarde of your 
zcale to Religion ; becaule youdoe giue todiuers 
Congregations 1n this land, AMvlke without /luer,and 
bread without money , which not many other Pa- 
trones doc; as alſo tor your loue vnto Schollers, 
who though in this vnth; unktull age ot ours, men 
wonder at vs, Y7 puert 10%ts a_ and wee won- 
dcragaincat chem, becauſe theydoe lo litle tor vs, 
yet my ſelte, and many others now of ſome place 
in the Church neuer departed diſcontented from 
you. Many other reſpe&s as well publike as pri- 
uate, doe poruerally beare this {mall diſcourle to 
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rhe very point and center of your \Wor{hips one| y 
Patronage. 

Concerning the matter of this di (courſe , you 
{hall finde in the Preface : and concerning the ma- 
ner, there is no great matter of learning or Ingeni- 
ous inuention, onely a {imple relation of {imple 
truth; yer ſomewhat there 1s, which m: ay happily 


. concerne the learned , and giue ſome {artis tackivn 


ro an indifferent Reader, when hce vnderſtands, 
how two of the moſt mightic and molt warlike 
Princesamong the Barbarians, the great Twkeand 
_ Perſran,ar enowinarmes one ag; anſt the other; 

rred vp thereunto by two ot our Country-men, 
7 Anthonze Sherley, and Maſter Robert Sherley his 
brother, 

A warrc not onely like to be long and bloudie, 
but alſo very commodtousand of great oportuni- 
tie ro rhe Chriſtian Commonweaie:ftortharitdoth 
erauntand giue leaſureto diuers parts of Chriſten- 
gome toretrelh themſelues, and to increaſe their 
torces, much weakned, both by the Grear T urkes 
warres; and molt of all by their ciuill diffentions 
at home. For Cortug-oelithe T urkiſh Pirate, mm his 
perſwaltue Oration'to his great Maſt. So/yman,The 
Magnifcent, to beliege Fhodes, could ſay vnto him, 
And now dread Soueratge , if it pleaſe youto vouch. 
{afe but tolooke into the matter , you ſhall ſee that there 
1s 4 diuine occa/ion by the procurement of our great Pro- 


phet Mahomet, preſented wnto your moſt ſacred Ma- 


reſtte, for that the Chriſtians of the Weſt are at diſcorde 
and mortall warre among themſeines. And to ſay the 


truth, the diſcords and difſentions of Chriſtian _ 
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Princes hane laide more Countreyes to the en- 
richment ofthe Great T urke, then cuer his bowe 
or Shield could haue purchaled. In the dayes of 
Aahomet the ſecond, thele polluted Sarazens had 
zleancd out of Chriſtendome like ſcattered eares 
ot corne negletted by the owners, Two hundred Ci- 
ties, twelue Kinguomes, and two Empires, and ftill asa 
canker running on, before the Perlian tooke the 
held againſtthem , they euery yeere did fret and 
care into Chr.ſtendome. 

Finally, I might haue added many worthy col- 
le&tions, as well out of {facred as prophane writers, 
that haue written of the moſt ſtately and magniti- 
cent Empire of the Aedesand Perſians in times 
paſt; and ſo haue comparedit , with the moderne 
and preſent eſtate thereot ; which hath ſcarce a 
ſhadow of rheantique Gouernment, wherewith it 
was then'ruled and goucrned . But the matter 
would haue proucd too long, & made this volume 
to0 great: and therefore tor thoſe aducrtiſements, 
| purpoſc to put them forth, when God {hal make 
me ſtrong and able. In the meane time, wharſocucr 
is here penned, I leaue it with your Worlhip, be- 
leeching you to giue it entertainment. And fo 1 
do moſt humbly take my leaue, commending both 
your ſelfe, your vertuous Lady, and your whole 
familyto the beſt mercies of the Lord Teſus. From 
mine Houſe in Southwarke, this 18. of Oftober. 
Anno Dom. 1611. 

Your IWorſhips to command 
in the Lord, 


LARTWRIGHT.. 


LY 


Gentle Reader, 


T was my purpoſe to hane added to 
this Iournall, ſome obſeruations tou- 
ching our N orthweſl Paſſage, with 
many reaſons to haue prozed the great 
probabrlitie thereof . But I am per- 
ſwaded by ſome friends to make ſtay 
thereof, untill the truth of the newes : That it js alrea- 
dic diſcouered, be throughly examined. In the meanc 
time moder ate thy oprnion'of our former proceedings. 
And thourh ſome maleuolent tongues hane eſpecially 
ſhot out their vememons poyſon againſl me, vpon what 
ground they cannot inſtly ſay, when they hauc beene preſ- 
ſed thereto, y:t God is my witneſſe that my Conſcience is 
cleare, either from wronging the Compante that then 
4s; or any wayes from hindring the full proceeding of 
that Voyage , which 1 purpoſe ſhortly to make good vnto 
the world. Amid for this ſmnall diſcourſe , if it paſſe cur- 
rant in thy iudgement , I ſhall thinks my ſelſe to haue 
gainedenough , in licw of all the T rauels , of all 
the dungers,e7 perils, that Thaue ſuſtat- 


ned in thoſe places. 
to, 
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VV herein 1s ſer downe a generall 
deſcription of the moſt principall Kingdomes, 


that haue beene,, and are atthis day in As 1 a the 
great, Viz. Syria, Meſopotamia , CArmenia the 
great, Media, Hircanta, Parthia, Perſia, Su- 
fiana, Chaldea, —Y [aria , ard 


eArabia. 


TOGETHER WITH THE: MOJST 


memorable occurrences and expeditions , 


which the Princes ot thoſe parts haue 
bad each againſt the 


other, 
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THE PREFACE. 
i Jo a 34 C ©.XT £ 3 On PEY the Great being put to 

T ck. in the battell at Pharſalia, 

PN by [nl Ceſar, was dehrout to 

© know of Cratipps the Philoſo- 

7 - pher, what how be the cuent of 

{d) © dþ. the warres betweene Ceſar and 

'@ & himſelf, demanding of him, «» /it 

I pe Providentia ? whether the purpoſe 

| 1 &decree of God were ynchange= 
ablc without alteration ? To whom Cratippms auſwered, : 
not ". 
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he cauſcs 
iat moucd 
ic Authour 


 4writethis 


not as a Philoſopher, but as atruc Diuine, ſaying , Fatales 
eſſe [mperiorum periodor,the providence of God 1» molt ſure 
and certaine; which Pompey found moſt true , in a {mall 
time after, when (ſar was created the firfiEmperour of 
the Roman Monarchy © and which at{o ſhall be verified 
(God willing) in the diſcourſe of this Icurnall : wherein 18 
principally ſhexred, how allhumane aftaires, and the grea- 
telt Cities of renowme haue had their Periods in-rheir 
greateft pertcftions ; to which though they hauc alcended 
fradatim, \©t they Have forthwith fallen into a retrograde 
of declinarion , till they have beene brought to the JoweH 
depree which miſery can allot : Fo true 15 that of Seweca. 
Nulla ſors longa, dalor & voluptas 
Inuicem cedunt : brenior voluptas, 
Ima permntat brenis hora ſimmn: : 
Nemo confidat ntmilm ſecundi. 
; Nemo defperet meliora lapſis. 
Nochance+s long, for griete and cke dehght, 
By courſe giue place, pleaſure hath ſhorter flight, 
An houreburſhorr,thatpreſently doth end, 
Doth make the lowelt things aloft alcend': 
Let none too much truſt in a profperous ate, 
Let none deſpaire, but hopetor better fue. 
For in this ſmall diſcourſe wee ſhall ſee how vnauoidable 
defiruction doth alwaies attend on the ſucceHon of great- 
nefle, and aduancement on the poſterity of mifery: as alſo 
the ſacking of many Cities, the depopulating of the grea- 
reſt Countries, the depoling of Princes, and high deſcen- 
ded families of their lives, rogether with their Crownes 
andKingdomes., andthatinſo ſhorta time, as never the 
like was executedin theanrique world. Two reaſons haue 
moued me to ſet downe this Journall : The one for thar 1 
have not yer ſeene any that hath made a full deſcription of 
theſeparts, as they areart this day , which Thope ſhall be 
performed by my 1elfe, who ſpent much time in thoſe 
Counties, being tamiliarly conuerlant(to helpe my know- 
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ledge herein) with many Swltanes, and principall Com- 
mandcrs in the Kingdome of Perſia, as alſo divers Taniza- 
ics, who ſerucd in the warres betweene the great T wrke 
and the Perſian, The other is for that Idoe verily perſwade 
my ſelfe, that this diſcourſe will breede much delight yato 
2ny indifferent Reader , when hee ſhall vnderſtand how 
mighty the forces are of the Perſian King, a capitall enemy 
of the 6ame of Chriſl, as alſo in what termes he flandeth at 
this day with the great Turke, what Kingdomes he poſleſ- 
ſeth, what Provinces are ſubie&tvato him, his worſhip, his 
.religion, his kinde of gouernment , their weapons, their 
manner of fight, their forme of battell, the reuennues and 
expences of that Crowne, and in a word whatſocuer elle is 
neceſſary to be knowen. 

Finally,you haue here deſcribed the ſeveral Nations, Si- 
tuations,Citics, Rivers, Mountaines, and Prouinces, which 
I haue ſcene and paſſed by, It is not my purpoſe to write 
any thirg of the Ilands in the Medrterranean-Sea , which 
we ſailedby, and are ſo much renowmed in old writers, 
viz. CMaiorica, and Minorica , Corſica, Sicilia, Malta, 
Cephaloxia, Z ant, Candia, Rhoaes, and Cyprus, howlocuer 
many excellent things might be ſpoken of them; yet ſee 
ing they are ſo well knowen to moſt of our nation , I omit 
to write , binding my ſelfeto a true relation of what mine 
eyes hane ſcene in more remote parts of the world, not re-= 
{peing the iudgement of the vulgars, bur contenting my 
{elfe with the conſcience of truth, beſide which (I proteſt) 
I purpoſe to write nothing. 
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T he beyinning of the trauell. 


AD Nd firſt 1 will beginne at eA/cxmndrerta : 

I Alexandretta now called Scanderone, is 2 
SÞ# roade inthe bottom of the Mediterranean. 
Sea, on the coaſt of { dicra, here our Mer 
chants land their goods to be {cot to eA- 
leppo + within eiglit miles of this roade is 
Tharſws , the chicte Citty of ("Hicia, and the Countrey ot 
St, Pawl : the place alſo where King Sz/amoen ſent for great 
ſtore of gold , and other prouihon for the building of the 
Temple : whither the Propher ſo2as allo fl:dde , when he 
ſhould haue gone ro Nene, Aliue from this Towne d1d 
Alexander the Great giue the overthrow in perſon to D 4+ 
ri, in ioyning of their hrft battel] rogethier, 

Lying at an Anchor in the aforcfaid roade the {pace of 
two houres, our ſanizaries with a ſufficient guard and 
horſes for our ſclues, were ready to conduR vs vp to Alep- 
po, andſafe-guard vs as well az they might , from the dan- 
ers and evils, which many times in the way doth befall 
paſſengers. In our paſſage vp, no matter of importance 
happencd : many falſe rumcurs of Thecues were diuulged 
by the Countrey people , to affright vs ; but we by the al- 
fhltance of God arriucd in ſafety at Aleppo, being lome [ixe 
miles before our approch to the Citty, encountred by ma- 
ny of our Eftgliſh Merchants , to giue vs the welcome on 
the Turkiſh ſhore, After mutuall courtefies ended , the 
accompanicd vs into the City vnto the Conſull Pallace 
where having diſmounted our {elues, we were well enter 
rained by Mr. Richard Colethruſt worthy Conſullthen to our 
worthy Engliſh nation. At whoſe charge and expences, I 
abode two moneths and better: all which time 1 fell into 
conſideration,not ſo much of the City, as of the Province, 
in which it ftandeth, offering hereby vato my (elſe rwo 
things worthy obſcruation, 
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The deſcription of 


SYRIA, 


2 + Irt the greatneſle of the Kingdome of Sy. 
| v 2 ria, which confronteth Eaft-ward on /fe- 
4D 4 ſopotamia; Sourh-ward on Arabia ; North- 
2,Y2--2 ward on ( yhcia, and Aſia the lefle; and 
\[/2 501 Weft-ward on T yre and Sydon,and the bot- 
3H > tome of the Mediterranean-Sea, The 0- 
ther the diuifion of the ſaid Kingdome , which deuideth 
it ſe}fe into fiue notable Proninces : viz. PaleHtina, Feni- 
tia, Celeſſria , Syria , and Camogena. The laft of which 
five is that part which runneth vp to the Riuer Exphrates, 
and to the covfines cf Armenia, in which flandeth the 
great and wealthy City of Aleppo. This Kingdome of 
S7ri4 bath divers Cities of importance, but my purpoſe js 
to ſpeake but of thoſe, which my Iournall leadeth me vn- 
to, and which my cycs haue ſcene: viz. Tripoizs, Hamath, 


Antioch, and Aleppo, 


2 
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The d:{cription of Tripolis. 


Ripolis is a Towne which fandeth vnder a part of 
Mount Lybanrs , two Engliſh miles diflant from a 
centaine Port, which trendeth in the forme of an halle 
Moone, having on the one {ide thereof hue block-houſes, 
or {mall Forts, wherein is very good Artillery , andaept by 
an hundred [azizaries. This City is as great as Briſtow,and 
walled about, the walles being of no great force, The 
chiefelt lrengrth is a Citadell, which Randeth on the South 
fide within the walles,and ouer-lookes the whole Towne, 
aud is firongly kept with ewo hundred [anizaries , and 
ood Artillery, Through the midſt of this City paſleth a 
River , Wherewith they water theit Gardens 20d Muldcry 
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trees, in ſuch ſort that there grow on them abundance of 
ſilke wormes, wherewith the Inhabitants make great (tore 
of very whitefilke, which is the chicteſt naturall commodi- 
ty in and about this place, Finally, this roade of 7 arapoles 
or Trapolos, commonly called Trjpe/rs, was more frequen- 
ted ( before Scanderone was found out ) with all ſorts of 
Chriſtian Merchants, as Venetians, Genonts , Florentmes, 
CAarſilians, Sicilians, Raguſes,and Engl fo men, then any 
other Porc of the great Turks Dominions, Some ſay that 
the Scalc is againe tranſlated from Scanderone thither, bur 
how true it 1s, I leaue to the Merchants to report, One 
inconuenience this Towne is ſubic& vat» : for right be- 
fore it toward the Sea is a banke of mouing ſand, which 
gathercth and increaſeth with the Wetterne winds in ſuch 
lort , that according to an old prophefic amongtt them, 
this banke 1s like to ſwallow vp and ouerwhelme the 
Towne : for cuery yeare it increaſcth more and more, and 
eateth vp many Gardens and Orchards , albeit they vie all 
pollicy to diminiſh the ſame, and to make it firme ground, 


The aeſcription of Hamath, 


T Hree dayes journey from this Towne in the mid-way 
to eAleppo Randeth Hamath , a City of great Anti- 
quity, and very famous in the Scripture : for it was deliue- 
red ypintothe hands of Daxid by Tei, who was King of 
the ſame. It fandeth on a very goodlyplaine,repleniſhed a- 
bundantly with cornemand cotton-wooll;but is much ruj- 
nated, and falleth niore and more to decay, and at this day 
there is ſcarſe one halte of the wall Rtanding , which hath 
beene very faire and ſtrong : but becauſe it cot many mens 
lives to winne it; the great Turke will noc haue it repaired, 
commanding thete wordes to be ſet ouer the Caſlle gate, 
which fiandeth in the midſt of the Towne, in the Arabian 
tongues Curſed be the Father and the Sonne , that ſhall lay 
ther hands to the reparring of this place, 

Thy 
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Or farre from this Towne is the famous City eAn- 

tiech , which in ancient time was called Epidaphane, 
or Epiphane,and of the Hebrewes Reblatha, ſometinethe 
Seate of the S772an Kings, and afterwards the Metropolici- 
call City of S5r:a, having vader it an hundred and fitty Bi- 
ſhops: tfarous for many things, but amcnefi therefi, be- 
cauſe it was the ſeate of the bleſſed Apoftle St. Peter , and 
becauſe jt was the fir{iplace, where the profeſſors of Chci- 
{1:an religion tooke the name of Chrillians, This City ly- 
et ypon the Riucr Oroxtes, i Scripture called Farfar, 
about twelue miles from the Seca, rs was once firongly 
fortified both by nature on the _ hde by high broken 
Mountaines, and on the other fideby Art, being compal» 
{cd about with a double wall , the rnctrazofl whereof 13 of 
hard ſtone , of an huge bigneſle, and the other of bricke 
with foure hundred and ſixty towers on the ſame , andan 
impregnable Cattle at the Eaſt-end thereof , whereunto 
was joyning a deepe lake, comming out of the great Ri- 
uer, which warercththe South: fide of the City, 

Buti in the yeare of Grace 1187, Saladin Sultan of A- 
gr, dealt ſo cunnivgly with the Patriarke , that by his 
meanes the Caftle ( otherwiſealmoll impregaable) was 
tor ga'd betrayed vato him, By meanes whereot Saladm 
in a ſhort time , became Lord and Maſter of that famous 
City (which was hardly gained bythe whole power of the 
Chriſtians,after eleuen monethsfhege) and with it flue and 
rwenty Cities moe, that depended of the fortune thereof, 
with all the Dooninces belonging thereunto; and ſo now 
at this day the ſplendor and beauty thereof is alrogether 
Eclipſed by the Turkes, there refting and remaining in the 
midft of the ruinous walles a ſmall villageto be ſeene, 

Cloſe by the walles of this ruinous Towne runneth the 
River Orontes, which courſeth through the large and [pa- 
cious 
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cious plaine of eAztioch , being numbred amongſt the fa- . 
mous riuers of Syria , whole bankes I have viewed, euen 
from bis ſpringing head to his maine channell , which is 
neere to Selencia Pieria , now called Soldin, This river a- 
mongft the Turkes and Arabians hath quite loſt his aunci- 
ent name : but becauſe it runneth very ſwiftly in his courſe, 
and hath many turnings and windings , (ſo that thoſe that 
{wimme in it are oftentimes drowned ) as though the 
poore riuer had in that reſpe& the nature of a murderer ; 
therefore the Turkes and the Moores doe now giue it 3 
name,that expreſly Hignifieth a murderer or traytor, 


The ae(cription of Aleppo. 


Rom this miſcrable towne we ſpent a dayes journey 
and halfe to the rich and wealthy Citie of Aleppo,which 
in ancient time was called Heliopolrs ,and was that ancient 
Haram. mentioned fo often in Scripture. The Moores 
doe call it Halp,which in our tongue hgnifieth milke , for 
the ſame Arabians doe ſay, that it was ſo called for the a- 
bundance of inilke, which in the time of the Parriarkes 
was yeelded by the heards and flockes of cattell, which ted 
in thoſe champaines. This Citic ftandeth in the Province 
of ( amogena, which runneth vp to Eaphrates, and to the 
confines of Armenia, and is now become the third capitall 
citic of the Turkiſh Empire, And well it may be ſo acconn- 
ted,fince it is the greateſt place of trafhique tor a dry towne 
1n all thoſe parts :for hither reſort [ewes, T artarians, Per- 
frans, Armenians,Egyptians, Indians, & many ſorts of Chri- 
{ans,all enioying treedome of conſcience, and bringing 
thither all kindes of rich merchdiſc : the trade and trat. 
ficke of which place, becauſe it is ſo well known to moſt of 
our nation,l] omit to write of, 
The ayre of this Citic is much pleafing and delightfullto 
2 ſound and healthfull body, but very piercing anddange- 
rous for fuch as hauc receiued any contagion at $ canderon; 


and 


— — — 


———_— 


The Preachers Trawtls. 


and therefore it is not good for any paſlenger to lie long at 

that roade , but to haſten at his fir{t arriu2!l ſo ſoone as he 

can yp boderi into the Countrey. This City lyeth vpor inc 

River Sizo4, which as lome report a Souldier of Grand The Riuer 
Caire frew from oy ARTE , and hath a channell ynder Synga. 
ground , which proc Juceth many fountaines both publike 

and priuate, yeelding no {mall pleaſure and conrentment 

to the iu habitants. It containeth m circuit foure hils ,vpon 

one of which is raifed a goodly Callle , having a deepe 
«ditch intrenched round about, and a bridge aſcending ſtep 

by ficp, with foure gates, YH you can paſlc into the Ca- 

tle it ſeile , being ouarde d with a a ftrovg and fure garriſon 

of ſource or five hundred [amzaries, both to curbe the re- 

bellion cf the City, and to keep it from forraigne inuation, 

The walles of this City are abour three Engliſh miles in 

conpeifle, and the ſuburbs almoſt as much more : and 

rovnd about for foure miles ſpace are goodly Gardens, Or- 

chards, and Vineyards, which beare abundance of delicate 

fruits, and of the bett Wines, which ae natwithlianding 

very dex; by reaſon of the quantity thereof, that there j$ 

ſold and caren. The number of people vv hich rec{ort to this: 

City may eal:ly be com prebended, lth berweene the City 

and the ſuburbs in the yeare of Grace 1555. there dycd of 

the plague more then an hundred thy, rwenty thouſand 
pcrlons in three Moneths, No building of importance is: 
here to be ſeen, lane the Temples or Molichees, and Caines, Cain: $3-are 
all fabricated of hard quarry ftone,arched and vaulted with torchoulcs for® 
Cefternes full of water in the middeftof the Courts, In a '21121gne Mere» 7 
word this City is one of the mol famous Marts of the Eaſt: chanus, 
the cullomes that arc pared by our Engliſh nation, the 
French, the Venetians, the huge Carauans, wh: chec me 
from Balſara, Perſia, CIecha, are exceedivy great , and 
therefore may well obtay ne ther third place ot the T urkiſh 
Empire, 

Neuertheleflc it hath irdured divers changes and ſundry 

alterations, being in ihe yeare 1177, betrayed andtaken 
fi on 
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from the Chriſtians by Saladin Swltan of Damaſcxs; buc 
afterwards in the yeare x 260, it was againe recoueredby þ. 
Haales 1: Tartar, who having receiued the Chriſtian 

faich was ſent of purpoſe by MMange the great Cham of 
Tartary a Chriſtian alſo, with a puiflant army and a world 
of people to relecue the diftreſled Chriſtians in Syria; and 
ſo Haalon with Hayton king of Arwenia,\(couring through 
the Countries of Perfia, Aſsiria , and Meſopotamia , in the 
end entred into Sy7i4, and in a few daycs tooke eAlepps, 
lacking and razing it downe to the ground. But it conti- 
aucd not {o long; for afterwards being repaired by the 
Chriſtians, it was againe taken by the Sultans of e/Egypr, 
who poſſeſſed it many yeares, but in the yeare 1516.when 
Campſon 4 anrus raigned ine/Egypt, it yas peaceably deli- 
uered yp by ( ayerberss the Traitor , into the hands of Se- 
ly mus the firlt, who fauourably rooke the Citizens into his 
proteQion ; and the more to winne their hearts, graunted 
vnto them preater priuiledges then they had in former 
time inioyed, And ſocuer fince hath continued ynder the 
Turkiſh Government, hauing vnder the regiment thereof, 
fue and twenty thouſand Timarriots,that is tolay, Penſio- 
#ers, which arc all horſemen, ſo called of T imare, that is a 
ſtipend , which they haue of the Grand Signeor , viz. the 


+ poficGon of certaine Villages and Townes, which the 
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hold during their life, and for which they ſtand bound, For 
every threeſcore Duckates of yearlic reuennew, to main» 
taine one horſcman either with bow and arrowes , or elle 
with Target and Lance, and that as well in time of peace, 
as in time of warre, 

Hauing refted in eAleppo two Moneths and better, 
Mr. Iohn Mildenab and my (elfe rooke our leaue of the 
( onſall and Merchants, with a full intent and purpoſeto 
trauell vnto the great City Labor, in the great CMogors 
Countrey inthe Eaſt Indies : lodging all that night on a 
thinne Turkiſh Carpet in woods-caine, where the * Care- 
an was allembled, to the end that we might bee witi the 


foremoſt; 
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toremoſi: for delay in ſuch trauell doth produce great and 
incuitable danger. From A/zppo we ipent three daies jour- 
ney vntothe bankes of Exphrates, paſſing by many villages 
not worth the naming, and fertile plaines, abounding with 
all ſort of prouiſiou neceſſary for mans life, One of thoſe 
Villages is a Village of note-vnto this day, called by the 
Countrey people 7 edith , where the lewes keepe a monu- 
ment in remembrance of the great Smagogne holden there 
in the yeare from the Creation 3498, For after the twelus 
Tribes were by Salmanazar King of the Aſ#:riansled cap- 
tive into a Country neuer inhabited by any before, a yeare 
and halte journey; fo as men in this age tfouble their wits 
to know where they remaine, in the Eaft or Weſt Indies,in 
T artaria or Moſconia, and new inhabitants in their place ; 
I ay, it fo fell out that after the captiuity of Babylon , an 
kindred and twenty men of the chieteſt of the Iewes held 
a Synode at the aforelaid Village , of which Eſdras was the 
Scribe, at which Synode (25 the Rabbms affirme) were pre- 
ſent, Nehemias, Mardochens, Zorababel, Toſbua the high 
Prieſt, Daniel, eAnania, Azarias , Miſacl, Haggens, 
Zacharias, and Malachiah, and placed the bookes of the 
old Teſtament in the ſame order as now they are,and chan» 

ed the hebrew charaRers(the hgure T excepted)into the 
Aſtirian charaQers, which is the {quare forme vicd at this 
day : and changed the Hebrew rongue into the Armenia: 
tongue, but that was altered afterward, and theright He- 
brew tongue reſtored, 

Neare vnto this Towre is the Valley of Salt , memora- 
ble for that great ouerchrow which D anid gaue the Ara- 
wits, when he (lew of them in one battell eighteene thou- 
fand men, Here alſo Campſon G aurus the great Sultan of 
e/Egypt fought that =_y and mortal] battell with Se/y- 
mw the firſt, the great Turke ; where hee leſt his life being 
troden, without regard, to death , both by his owne Soul. 
diers and purſuing enemies , after he had with great Maie- 
fly gonerned the Kingdome of &£g ypt , [aded , and Syria 
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many yeares; and together with the loſle of his life and 0- 
uerthrow of his army, he lofi the great and populous King - 
dome of e/E£gypt, which he and his predeceſſours had got- 
ten and kept by martiall proweſle aboue the ſpace of three 
hundred yeares. 

Being arrived on the bankes of Exphyates, we found it as 
broade as the Thames at Lambith ; but in {ome places it is 
narrower, in ſome broader, running with a very ſwift 
Nreame and current, almoſt as falt as the Riner of Trent, 
At this place doth this Riuer beginne to take his name, be - 
ing here all gathered into one channell, whercas before it 
commeth downe from the lake Chic/dor-Grol in Armenia, 
in manifold armes and branches, and therefore is called by 
the Countrey people , by a name which hgnificth a thou- 
ſand heads, Here it is that Merchants vſe to paſſe downe 
by Barke vato Babylon , thereby ro auoide and ſhunne the 
great charge and weariſomneſſe of trauell through the de- 
fart of eArabia, Which paſſage they make ſometimes in 
fifteene dayes, ſometimes in twenty dayes, and ſometimes 
in thirty dayes, an{werable to the riſing and falling of the 
River : and the beſttime to paſle thither is either in Aprill 
or October, when the Ruuer doth ſwell with abundance of 
raine, The Boates are flat bottomed, becauſe the River is 
ſhallow in many places; ſo that when they trauell inthe 
Moneths of Inly , Auguſt, and September , they finde the 
Ruer at ſo low an ebbe , that. they arc tate to carry with 
them a ſpare Boate or two, to lighten their owne, if they 
ſhould chance to fall on the ſhoales. Euery night after 
Sunne-ler, they taſten theſe Boats to a (take,the Merchants 
lying aboord, and the Marriners vpon the ſhore , as neare 
as they can vnto the ſame, In this paſſage downe the Ri= 
ucr, you ſhall meete with diuers troupes of Arabians, who 
will barter their prouifion of dyet ( for they care not for 
money) as Hennes, Kids, Lambe, Butter,and ſowre milke, 
tor Glatles, Combes, Corall, Amber, Kniues, Bread and 
Pomegranates, Pulles , wherewith they yie to tanne their 
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Goares »kinnes,in which they Churne withall. All of them, 
as well Women, Children , and Men are very good ſwim- 
mers, who chenckwes will Ja imme to the Barke fide with 
veſſels full of mitke vpon their heads, Theſe people are ve- 
ry thecuiſh, and thkerctore in your paſſage downe good 
watch maſtbe kepr. 

But to returne where weleft , wee were conflrained by 
the de cpneſle of the riuer to ferry ouer our whole Caranan, 
which cenlified of a thouſand perſons, beſides Caniels, 
Horſcs, Mules, and Aﬀes, by reaſon af tick cntitncs we 
ſpent a vi hole day in tranſporting ouer the {aid Caranan, 
The gaines of which tranſportation) yeclded the terrmnan a 
Shaughoe , which is five pence Engliſh vpon a beaſt, Ic 
was the manner of the AE gyptian Sultanes, not to account 

thenfelues worthy of the name of Sx/tanes,or great Gene= 
rall, before they had incamped their army vpon this fide of 
the River and in this place, and there with folemne pompe 
had in the fight of the army, forced the'r horſes into the Ri- 
ucr to drinke ; giving to vaderflend by that ceremony, the 
preatneſſe of their Empire, and that they were ready by 
force of armes to prouc, that all thoſe Countries were 
theirs, which lay along the Riuer from the Mountaine 
T ras, voto the de! art of Arabia, 


The deſcription of M s s 0- 


POTAMI As 


— 


Eing ouer the aforeſaid River , we arriued 
at Bjr and entred into the famous Prouince 
of Meſopotamia; which North-wards 
Rt bounds ona part of eArmenia the Great, 

Þ, where the Altar of Herewlesſtood : *Sourh- 
ward on the defart of eArabia; Ealtw ard 


on eAſsia; and Weltward on eArmeima the lefle. ag 
C 3 Co 


3 


— 


Faw 


— 


The Preachers Trauecl;. 


— 


Hebrewes were wont to call this Kingdoms eAram Nea- 
rot, Syria amongli the Rivers, as the Jewes doe at this 
day. The Greeks call it Meſopotamia, becauſe it lycth be- 
tweene two great Riuers, which watered Paradiſe, Ex- 
phrates and Tygrss, The Turkes doe call it Diarbech. 
This Province of it ſelfe is moſt fruitfull, but by the Turkiſh 
warres much ruinated and walted : neuerthelefle there are 
ſome Cities of great importance, 


The deſcription of Bir, 
B Ir called by Ptolomey, Barſina,is an ancient City, but 


very ruinous, Itis very famousfer the fituation, be- 
ing built on the fide of an high craggy mountaine, hauing 
the Riuer Ewphrates running cloſe vnder the walles therot, 
and a roli delighttull valley,yeelding abundance of graine 
and other necefſary prouifion. But becauſe this towne is 
not much eſteemes by the Turks , but left open to the fury 


of every enzmy, I will be ſparing to ſpeake thereof, and lo 
paſſe to the rel, 


The deſcription of Orpha. 


Ate twodaies iourney from this vnrcſpeRedtowne, 
wecame to Orpha, a City of great account and efti- 
mation , Which many ſuppoſe to hane beene the famous 
Ciry Edeſſa, which Selencas (the next King after Alexar- 
der the Great) bujle, For hauing conquered eAfia and 
Syria, Funilixz reporteth that he <tvS to build townes 


and Cities, as Antioch, Laodicea, Selencia, Apamia, Bero- 


nea, Pelbim,and Edefſa ;and they are notdeceiued, becauſe 
that as yet there remaineth certaine monuments of Ba/de- 
wive in Latin letters, who after his brother Godfrey was 
pollefled. of lerwſalens , is reported to haue taken Ede 

and thereraigned., The aire of this City is very healthful, 


the Countrey fruictull, only wood excepted, and therefore 
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in ſteede thereof,they burne the dung of Camels and other 
beafts,dryed in the Sunne, This City is built foure-fquare; 
the Weſt part Aanding on the fide of a rocky mountayne, 
and the Eaſt part trendeth into a ſpacious valley,repleniſh- 
ed with vineyards, orchards, and gardens :the walles are 
very lrong Sraiihed with great ſtore of artillery,and con- 
taine in circuit three Engliſh miles :and for the gallantnes 
of the (ite, 1t was once reckoned the Metropoliticall ſeate 
of Meſopotamia, howlocuer it is now alin tO Cara- 
mida or Caraemit, There is in this City a fountaine full of 
fiſhes,ſo vicd to hand, that they will receiue any ſuſtenance 
that ſhall be offered vnto them : both [ewes , eArmenians, 
and Twrhes reported vnto vs, that this fountaine was [a- 
cobs-well, and that here hee ſerued his Vncle Laban twile 
ſeanen yeares, for faire and beautifull Rachel, | 
The gates of this City were much battered , a little be- 
fore our comming by Eliazgee the Scrinane,and the rebels 
his fo!lowers 3 The ſucceſſe whereof , ſo much tormented 
the haughty minde of Mabomer the Turkiſh Emperor, as 
that it would ſcarce ſufterhim to thinke of any = elſe. 
For the rebe!l growing ſtronger and firenger (by rea 
the great numbers which he allured with the \wcetename 
of liberty, hope of prey , or the good entertainement by 
him giuen, daylic more and more reſorted vnto his camp) 
had ouer-runne a great part of the Turkes Dominion in 
Aſa the lefſe , and in theſe parts, putting allro fire and 
{word, that (toode in his way, ranſacking alſo diuers wal- 
led and fenced Cities by the way as he went: this City bea- 
ring a ſhare in that miſery: for being entred into the City, 
hee drew the citizens to a compoſition of fifty thouſand 
Chekens, and ſo departed. A rebellion not only dangerous 
to the great Turkce, but alſo very commodious and of great 
oportunity to the Chriſtian commonweale,and to the Pere 
han himſelfe, if at that time they had taken yp armes toge- 
ther, 
Memorable alſo is this City, then called Carras, for the 
great 
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great battell which was fought before it betweene the Ro- 
mars and the Parthians, when Marcus Craſſus was Gene= 
rall on the one de, and Surena on the other (1dr, who joy 
ning beth their armies together, there was fought a moſt 
mortall and deadly battei],, For there might a man haue 
cencomncrable and lamentable (19ht ot the oucrthrowne 
Romans, which were ſo tortured and tormented with the 
Parthians arroves, thatlome ſhewed vato their Captains 
their hands taſt nailed ro their Targets, ſome their feete 
ſhor through and nailed to the ground, ſome therr bodies 
fiucae full of torked arroves, and ſome wounded with 
{prares and pikes,mn ſuch cruel] manner,that the mt part 
of tie Gountlemcern: of Rome {] [e them: lues : for Publixs 
Craſiiu hintelte commanded one of his Gentlemen to kil! 
him, whoſc hcad attcr was cutoft by the enemy, and ſent 
tw lis Father for a preſent, the Fathers fortune being no 
beter then his Sonnes, for his head was cut oft as his Sons 
was,andtwenty thouſand Remans of great account Jaine; 
beſides a ereat number carried captives into Parthia, P lu- 
tarcb affirmeth, that the Parthians lo triumphed of this vi- 
Rory in their feaſts and plates ; that they made rimes and 
eſis of both {raſſ# heads, 

At this City having paid our cuflome, which is a Dollor 
on a ſumme of goods, our Caranar was licenced to de- 
part : and at our orCinary houre which was three of the 
clocke in the afrernoone, we ler forward towards the aun- 
cient City Amida, now called Caramida. or Caraemit, fuue 
dayes journey from Orpha, trauaihng ſoimctimcs ouer 
rough and craggy mountaines, and ſometimes through 
moſt delighttull plaines and val'yes : 2mongtt which there 
is one ofnote,enuironed abort with a pale of mountaines, 
in ſuch wife that there is but one entry and paſſage, 

In the micft whereot wee beheld the ruines of a great 
Fortrefſe , buiir-(as the Countrey people report) by Ala- 
denles a mountaine King, who much annoyed Selymms che 
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firlt and his army, in his expedition apgainlt /ſmael[the Per- 
ſian Kirg, This plaine is very pleaſant to the cye, by rea- 
ſon of the faire mcadowes and brookes, wherewith the 
jame Corth plentifully abound, In this place did Aladenles 
build diuers houſcs of pleaſurcs, cavſng the ſame to be in- 
habired with the faire{! young men and women that ceuld 
be found ; ſothat, when he had ſurpriſed any young man, 
he brought him to this Fortreſſe, and gaue vnto him a 
drinke, which ſhould cauſe him to fleepe ſo ſoundly, that 
he ſhould ſo'remaine along ſpace, as though he had beene 
dead, Then would he cauſe him to be carried into this val. 
ley amongſt his beautifull women , and to bce cloathed in 
rich apparell, ſo that awaking our of his trance hee ſhould 
finde himfelfe another man, and as though hee came into 
2 new world. Forthwith he was entertained with all kinds 
of pleaſures , which youth and luft could dehire , and this 
continued ſolong as one whole day lafled, But at night 
after a certaine banker, the drinke as before againe was gi- 
uen him to make him ſleepe , his ſumptuous attire pulled 
off, and his former garments put on, and ſo carried againe 
into the Fortreſle from whence he came, a place tarre vn» 
like to that which he had beene in the day before, 
Hereupon the mountaine King would inferfe , thatthe 
place whcre he had beenc in, was Paradiſe, and thatit lay 
in his power to ſend him thither when he would ; if there- 
fore he had a def(ire to continue in ſuch happineſle for ever, 
it was graunted voto him vpon this condition , that hee 
ſhould take courage to adventure his life in ſuch ſeruice, 
as hee ſhould command him, To which thoſe deſperate 
villaines molt willingly conſented, asnot efleeming any 
aduenture dangerous, yea though it were with the Joſle of 
their owne liuves,fo they might attaine that vaine Paradiſe, 
which Aladeules had promiſed vnto them. Sel the great 
Turke had like to have loſt his lite , together with other 
Princes,too long to recite, by theſe deſperate ruffians: 
But Selim in his returne from Perſia, both deliroyed their 
King 
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King , andruinated their Fortreſle, with all the houſes of 
pleaſure built in the aforclaid yalley, 


The de(cription of Cara-emit. 
A T the end of five dayes trauell from Orpha, wee arti- 


ucd at an ancient City, termed by /onize and others 
Amida, but now Caraemit, which js to lay, the blacke Ci- 
ty, either tor the fone wherewith itis built, being like yn. 
to jet in colour, or for the fertility of the ſoile round abour 
it, which is of a dusky colour, This City is ſeated vpon a 
maruailous high Rock,and containeth in circuit very necre 
fixe miles; and though it bee ſufficiently fortified by na- 
ture, yet is it inuironed with a double wall: the outmoſt is 
ſomewhat decayed, but the inmoll is well reFpired, being 
fenced with great (tore of artillery, It is gouerned by a - 
Baſſa, who commandeth over twelue Sanzachks,and thirty 
thouſand 7 ymariets :and is now become the Metropoliti- 
call City of Meſopotamia. There were muſtered from this 
City, when Ammrat the third inuaded Perſia, in the yeare 
I 578.twelue thouſand Souldiers,the Captaine being well 
checked by Generall M»/tapha for bringing ſofew, The 
Souldiers of this City for the moft part are archers , not of 
any courage, but very efſeminate, and accuſtomed to the 
vic of the Scimatarre, 

During ourabode at this place ( which was fourteene 
dayes) wee lodged ina very faire Caine built of free ſtone; 
for which lodging we paid to the Maſter of the Caine fiue 
Shaughes a _ : all which time nothing fell out worthy 
obſcruation,but the cruell execution of a petty malefaQor, 
who hauing bur pilfered away certaine ſmall wares, was 
mounted on a Camell, with his armes ſpread abroade, ha. 
ping two ſockets-holes bored in his ſhoulder blades, into 
which were ſet two flaring torches, dropping continually 
on hissKinneto his greater torment, and in the end having 
carried him in this pitcitull manner through the principall 
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freets of the City, they brought him to the place of execu- 
tion, and there ganched him on a great yron hooke , ſuffe- 
ring him ſo to hang till he dyed. 

Paſſing through the South-gate of this City, we paid to 
the Porter of the gate a Shaughee vpon a beaſt,deſcending 
from the City into a moſt fertile and fruittull plaine, where 
are many Gardens and Orchards , and places of great re- 
freſhment, 

Through this plaine runneth the great River Exphrates, 
with a very ſwiftcurrent ; and is as broade here ſometimes 
of the yeare as the Thames at London Bridge,but now was 
much dryed vp, by reaſon of the heate in Sommer, making 
thereby many Illands and demi-Ilands, where the Citizens 
of Caraemit during the Sommer ſeaſon doe yſe to pitch 
their Tents , to enioy the freſhment of the aire and riuer : 
but inthe Winter it {welleth ſo abundantly ouer the ſaid 
lands and bankes, that neither man nor beaſt is able to 
paſſe ouer : to auoide which inconuenience, there is a mile 
diflant from the city alone bridge of twenty arches,made 
ouer the ſaid Riuer, This euening wee pitched rwo miles 
from the _ and faied all that night ot purpoſe for ſome 
Merchants that were behinde, Here wee exchanged our 
Camels, and in ſtead of them rooke Mules, a creature farre 
more 1. to trauaile ouer craggy Rocks and Mountaines 
thenCamels:for now we were within a few daies journey, 
to paſle ouer the high Mountaines of Armenia , called in 
Scripture the Mountaines of Arraret : which trauell with 
Camels is not only laborious, but very dangerous, if the 
ground ſhould proue moiſt or ſlabby ; for then being la« 
den with great burdens,they cannot goc onwards,neither 
are they able to pafle with their huge burdens,through the 
{treightpaſlages which are in thoſe Mountaines, 

Two daics journey from Caraemit, we relied at the foot 
of a great rocky Mountaine, being one of the heads out of 
which Tygrts floweth, and runneth downe with a {wift 
current to Baſſara,and ſo diſchargeth it {elte in the Per/ian 
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oulte, Strangely doth it {us out of itirce rocks adirirably 
hanging, that a man as he paſſeth ynderthem, would ima- 
eine them to bee ready to fall on his head. And for the 
Arangenefle of the fre, the Turkes have builded three 
Bridge s in the midſt of thoſe rocks, to paſſe from one vato 
2nother, thereby to bchold natures wiledome in traming 
them fo wonderful, We went to viewthe {ſame,bur through 
the huge oner fals, which came farre off within thole 
Mountaines, and the ficepneſle of the lame, together with 
the hideous noiſe, and v.hifling murmuring, we found not 
lo great contentment aboue, as we did beneath, 

The next day we ſpent oucr mary high Mountaines, on 
the roppe wherot grew great quantity ef Call-trecs, which 
are lomewhatlike our Qakcs, but leſter a11d more crooked; 
on the belitree in this place a man ſhal not gather a pound 
of g2llcs: at evening wee pitched againe on the bankes of 
Ernprates ; and in the morning palled the 1faid River , bux 
not by barge as before , which was likely to haue bred no 
ſmall annoyance to our whole Caranar; for throvghthe 
ſwiftneſle of rhe Nreame and deepnefile of the channel, 
many beaſts with their ladings bad been carricd away and 
crowned, if there had not beene in tine a thallow Foorde 
Ciſcouered , which had in fuch fort raifed the depth of the 
chanacll, making as it were a thelte for our commodigus 
pall LC ; by: eipc wherect there was not lo inuch 2s one 
121 or bealt that periſhed, 


The deſcription of the Curd'cs a met 
theenſs people. 


VV E were no ſooner over, but fortlvith wee were 
mMcountred with a certainetroupe of people cal- 
Iced ihe Cxrdies, which ſome thinke to be a remnant of the 
ancient Parthians vitio fo mugh annoicd the Remars with 
mer bowes and arrowes, as before is declared, This rude 
p2ople are ot a goodly atureand yell proportioned, and 

doe 
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doe never goe abroade without their armes, as bowes and 
arrowes, Scimatarre and buckler, yea aadat ſuch time, 
when a man for age 1s ready to goe downe to his graue, 
They doe adorc and worſhip the Dijucl!l, ro the end he m 1v The Curdies 
not hurt them or their catrell, and very cruel] are they to worſhippers of 
2ll forts of Chriftians; in which regard, the Co untry which *teDiucll, 
they inhadite, 15 at this day termed Terra D:aboti, the land 
of the Diuell. They participate much of the nature of the 
eArabians, and arc as infamous in their Ladrecinies and 
robberies as the Arabians thernſclucs. They liue vnder the 
commandement of the great Turke', but with much tree- 
dome and hberty ; For Selymus the lecond hauing a great 
multitude ofthem i in hisarmy againſtthe Perfians they di d 
him lirtle ſeruice, performing no more then what well 
pleaſed thembelnen, This theewſh company did ſundry 
times arreſt our (ara#tan, efhrming that their Prince had 
ſent fora Dollor on a. {\mme of goods, without the pay- 
ment whereof (being hue ſeuerall times demanded ) wee 
% ſhould not pafle through their Countrey. 
One Village of note is there in this Country ,vholiyin- Manuſcue, 

habited by the (urdies, being hue dayes tourney from Ca- 
raemit, ardthree dayes journey from Bitch, called by the 
Countrey people EManuſcute, This Towne is ſeated ine 
mol? fertile aad fruittull valley betwecne evo mountaines, 
abounding with paſture and catte!l : and abont a milefrom 
;t,is a an Hoſpita!ll dedicated to S* .Tohnthec Bopr iſt, which is 
wuchvideed as well by Turkes as Caoriftians , who fper- 
iiouſly aftirme, that whoſoeuer will befor w cither 2 
S! cepe , K Ge, or lome pecce of in: oley tO! olecue ths 
poore of thar place, ſhall not on]y proſper in hisiourne 
bur obtaineforgiuencfle of al] bis ine: To the = 
neur of th is Village we pai eafor our cultome a Shaughes 

on 14 {unme of goods, and io were dilmifled, The next day 
following wee pale ed oner many craggy and {ieepe mouine 

aines., aid at the laft refed our (C11 cs and wearied boalls 
onthe banke of Enpirates:, binge vuimot bount!s 01 p,atiraress. 
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this ide of CMeſopotamia, and lo entred the day following 
on the borders of e Armenia the Great , which is by ſome 
diſtinftly deuided into threeparts; the North part where- 
of being but little, is called Georgia : the middle part 7 wr- 
comania : and the third part by the proper name of eAr- 
Fen, 


—— 


— 


The deſcription of AR- 
MENIA. :- 


Rmenia was founded by eArmenm ( one 
of the companions of 7aſon,who wonne the 
golden Fleece at (olchos : ) for after aſon 
was dead, eArmenins having gathered to- 
gether a great multitude of people, and 
wandering vp and downe the Countrey, in 
the end hee founded the Towne of Armenia, neere vnto 
the mountaines out of which the River Tygrs ſpringeth; 
conſtituting many good and wholſome lawes , whereby 
from time to een ſs Countrey of Armenia was gouerned 
by Kings of thzir owne Nation , vitill ſuch time as the 
houſe of the Ortamans ſubdued the ſame, 

It is nowcalled T urcomania , and was the firli ſeate of 
the Turkes,, after their firlt comming out of Sexthia , who 
left their naturall ſeates in that cold and bare Countrey,to 
ſceke themſelues others in more pleaſant and temperate 
Countries more Southerly , flirred vp no doubt by the 
hand» of the Almighty, who being the Authour of all 
Kingdomes vyponearth,as well of thoſe which hee hath ap- 
pointed as ſcourges wherewith to puniſh the world, as 0- 
thers more bleſſed, This people thus flirred vp,and by the 
Caſpian ports paiing through the Georgian Countrey,then 
called Iberia, ncerc vato the Cafpian Sea; firfi ceaſed vpon 
this part of Armenia, and that with fo ſtrong an hand,that 
it 
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it is by their poſterity yet holden at this day , and of them 
called Twreomania ; of all other, the moſt true progeny of 
the Turkes. Thelc T wrcomanes of a long time vnder their 
divers leaders , in the manner of their living , moſtreſen:- 
bling their anceftours, did roame vp and downe with their 
families and heads of cattell , after the manner of the Scy- 
thian Nomades, their Countrey men , without certaine 
places of aboade ; yet at great vnity amongſt themſeluer, 
as not hauing much to Joole , or wherefore to flriue, This 
people did not only notably defend this Countrey thus by 
them at the firfipoſleſſed , bur Rill incroched farther and 
farther , and gaynivg by other mens harmes , became at 
levgth dreadfull vnto their neighbours, and of ſome fame 
alſo farther off, Whereunto the effeminate cowardiſe of 
thoſe delicate people of Aſia,with whom they had to doe, 
eaueno lefle furtherance then their owne valour; bein 
neuerthelefle an hardy rough people 3 tfough not aw. 
$kilfu!], or trained vp in the feates of warre, Bur to leaue 
theſe T wreomanes fora while , wee will returne where we 
left, \ 

This Countrey of Armenia hath for it vtmoſt bounds 
northward,{ olchos,[beria,and Albania;all which are now 
called by the T artars Comania. ( olchos was that famous 
Province, fo much ſpoken of by the Poets, for the fable of 
Medea and Jaſon, and the golden Fleece : the inhabitants 
now are called Mengrelliians, a Nation moſt barbarous and 
ſauage , ſelling their Sonnes and Daughters tothe Turkes 
for litle or nothing, Tberia is now called Georgia, and Al- 
bania, Zuiria : Wellward it confronts vpon Enphrates and 
Armenia the lefle: Southward on CM eat that 
vhichthe ( wdies inhabit : and Eaſtward onthe River A- 
raxts, which watereth the South part of Armenia, and a!- 
mot diuxleth from Georgra, 
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deſcription of the people of Armenia, as they 
are at this day, 
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T our firſt entrance into this Conntrey, wetrauclled 

through a goodly, large, and {pacions plaine , com- 
paſſed about with arow of high mountaines , where were 
many Villages, wholly innabited by Armenians ; a people 
very induſtiions in all kinde of Jabour : their women very 
Skiltull and active in ſhooting, and managing any ſort of 
weapon , like the fierce eAmazores in antique timez and 
the women at this day, which inhabit the mountaine 
Xatach in Perſia, Their tamilics are very great ; for, both 
Sonnes,Nephewes,and Nicces doc dwell vnder one roofe, 
hauing alltheir ſubflance in common :and when the father 
dyeth, the eldeſt Sonne doth gouerne the reſt, all ſubmir- 
ting themſelues vader his regiment, But when the clde(t 
Sonnc © AP 1 A SIGH doth not paſſe to his ſonnes, 
butto the cldelt brother, And if it chance to fall out, that 
allthe brethren doe die,then the goauerament doth belong 
to the eldeſt Sonne of the eldeſt brother , and fo from one 
co another, In their dyet and cloathing, they are all tedde 
and cladde alike,Jwing in all peace and tranquility, groun- 
ced on trucloue and honeſt hwplicity, 

To diſcourſe how populous this nation is at this day , is 
neediefle,fince they inhabit both in eArmenia the greater, 
and Armeniatheletle; as alſo in ( wicia , Babinia, Syria, 
Meſopotamia and Perſia, Behides the principall Citics of 
the Turkiſh Empire be much appopulated with them, as 
Brufia, eAngort, Trabiſonds, Alexandria, Grand-Care, 
Conſtant inople, Caſſ a, Aleppo, Orpha, Cara-emit,V an , and 
Trulpha, Some of this nation afhrmed vato vs, that the 
chiefelt cauſc of their great liberty in the Octoman King- 
dome is, torthat ccrtaine of their Kings bare great afte« 
&tion and loue vnto Mabemet their lewde Prophet, in re- 
oard whereot CAlahomet did recommend them as his kind 
friends to his tuccellours , who cuer fince hauc poop 
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the poore Armenians to line amongſt them. But the true 
rea{on 1s, for that they are very laborious in tranſporting 


merchandiſe from one City to another , by which meanes | 


throvgh/the cuſtomes which arc paid in every City, the 
cofters of the Grand Stoner are wondertuliy inriched, Vii- 
to which doth well agree that ſcofhyg taunt which Abbas 
now King of Perſia did throw vpon an eArmenian, who 
bcing defirous to torfake his Chrifttan faith , ard to em- 
brace the wicked and hilthy ſuperBiition ot the Perſcans,vp- 
pon hope of reward and preferment, the King did not on - 
ly rebuke his tepcdiry and coldneſle in his religion, but ſent 
him away with this sxornelull repraote : That an Armen:- 
aznow was good for novght,fauc as a Camel to tranſport 
merchandiſe fromone city to another:iimpiying that how- 
{ever in antique times they had becne warlike and cou- 
ragious , yct now they were become Zuſjelloes and Prl- 
troxes, altogether ynfit for martial! affaires, 

This people have two Patriarkes, to whom they giue 
the name of Vniuerſall : the one keepcth his ſeatc inthe 
City of Sts in Caramaria , not farre from Tharſas : the 0- 
ther in the Monaſtery of Ecmeaxzin , ncere vnto the City 
Erxan in this Countrey, Vnder theſe two Patriarkes are 
eighteene Monafleries full fraight with Fricrs of their reli- 
gion; and foure and twenty Biſhopricks. The maintenance 
allowedin times paſt vnto cach of theſe two Patriarks was 
a Maidin on an houſe ; each Patriarke hauing vnder him 
twenty thouſand houſholds : but now that large bencuo- 
lence the great Turke hath ceaſed into his &wne hands, as 
if the tythe of the Church were fitter for his vnlatiable 
defire z then for thoſe poore , milcrable, and deſpiſed 
Church-men : and therefore now they are conſtrained to 
live on the almes of the people , going contirually in viſ- 
tation from one City to another, carrying their wiucs and 
whole family with them. 

The people of this nation haue retained among chem 
the Chriſtian * faith , as it is thought from the time of che 
| Apoliks ; 
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Apofiles : but atthis day 1t 1s ſpotted with many abſurdi- 
ties. They hold with the Church of Rome in the vie of the 
Croffe,affirming it to be meritorious ifthey make the ſame 
with two fingers, as the Papiſts vſe ; but idle and vaine if 
with one finger as the [acobites, They adorne their Chur- 
ches in euery place with the figne of the Crofle, but for o- 
ther Images - haue none, being profefled encrmics a- 
gainſi the vſc of them, In keeping ancient rehques th 

are very ſuperſtitious, and much deuoted to the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, to whom they direQ their prayers, They 
imitate the Disſcorians jn cating whit- meats on Saturday, 
which to doe on Wedneſday and Friday were a deadly (in: 
neuerthelefſe they will not refraine from the eating of fleſb 
on cuery Friday , betweene the feaſt of the Pafleouer and 


' the Aſcention. They abflaine five Sabboths in the yeare 


from eating fleſh, in remembrance of that time , in which 
the Gentites did facrifice their children vnto Idols, They 
celebrate the Annunciation of the Virgin Afary on the 
fxt of Aprill, the —_ of our bleſſed Sauiour on the 
fixt of Tanuary , the Purification the feurth of February, 
and the Transfiguration the fourteenth of Augnſt. The mi- 
niſtration of their Liturgie or ſeruice,is performed in their 
native language, that all may vnderſtand : bur in their ſer- 
uice of the Male for the dead, they are moſi idolatrous, v- 
ling at the ſolemnizing thereof,to ſacrifice a Lambe, which 
thcy firſt lead round about the Church, and after they have 
killed it and rofled it, they ſpread it on a faire white linnen 
cloath , the Prieſt gtuing ro each of the Congregation a 
part andportion thereof, For which cauſe they are called 
by ſome Sabbarifis,and Inlianifts, as too much additedto 
the ceremonics of the Iewes,and devoted co the errours of 
Tulian, 1 have heard lome Papiſts boatl and bragge much, 
that both eArmeomans, Tacobites, and Greeians, are vnited 
to the Chut ch of Rome, bur 1 cou!d never heare cither Ay. 
wenran Or Grecian auouch any ſuch matter, They are (vn. 
lede ſome few famulics) to farre from yeelding obedience 
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vnto the Sea of Rome, that they aſlume 21! antiquity v:200 
thermſeſues,as having retaived the Chriſtian faith frum che 
time of the Apoſtles, Many Iefuitcs and Prieſts have been 
ſent from Rome to bring this opprefled nstion vnder her 
vouernment , but they haue little prevailed ; for neicher 
will they yeeld obedience, ror be brought by any perſwa- 
{con te forſake cheir ancient and inueterate crrours, to be- 
come more erroneous with ker, 

Having well refreſhed our {clics among theſe villages, 
we proceeded in our ordinary traucll, bit cre we had pat- 
ſed two miles, certaine troupes of /rdics incountred our 
Caranan, With a purpoſe and inten; ro haue robbed the 
ſame , but figding themſclues roo weake to contend with 
ſo great company,they departed yntill the next day follow- 
ing , when againe they met with vs 1n a very natrow pal- 
ſage betweene two mountaines, where they made a ftay of 
our whole Caranas, exating a Shaughce on eucry perſon, 
which to purchaſe our peace wee willingly paicd y and fo 
arrived that euening ar Bitb/xs an ancient City , but a City 
of much cruelty and oppreflion , where little iuſtice and 
rightis to be found to relecue difireſled paſſengers, 


The deſcription of Bithlis, 
T His CityRandeth in a pleaſant valley , by which run- 


netha Iutle Riuer, falling out of the mountaines An- 
t-T aww, it was once a Towne in the confines of the Per- 
fan Kingdome , bordering vpon Meſopotamia , and had a 
Caſtle kept with a garriſon of Perſian Souldiers , before 
ſuch time as Solywan the Magnificent did conquer theſe 


Countries , which was in the yeare 1535, In which yeare The vremt bac- 
there was a memorable battell fought betweene the two rell teughe be- 
oreat Baſſaes of Carre and Syria, conducted by lewas the tweene two 


Perfian Traitor; and Delymenthes a right Nobleman ef 
Perfia, The two Baſſaes and Viemas were commanded 


E 2 ollow 


by Solyman (in his returne from the ſpoile of Tawny ) to man of Perl 


great Baſſaes & | 
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tollow him with cighteence thi uſand g00d Souldiers it 
the rereward of bi 15 army , tO rec eand reprefle the ſud- 
dem 2flaulcs of the Per}: fans, if needc mould require. Lut 
Delymenthes with flue thoutand | Perfian Sould icrs purſued 
the Turkes , ma ouertooke their in the aforeſaid valley; 
and being frrthered in this verterous cehonement, both 
by tc dark encfle of the nig1t, and the abundance of raine 
which f:1! at the ſame inflanr, as if it had bcene withed for, 
on 2 ſucdden got within the T 7365 c2mpe :; where the ' Why 


ſian Souldiers, a5 Wolues amorg Sheepe,did tuch ſpeedy 


CXEcU ton am opgh the = I:  Twrkes, that the tA wrea r 


Baſſaes and Vlewas wy much adoeto getto horſe, and 
ſaus theri!ſe clues b y flight, And ſuch was the fury of the 
Perſians, and tac gr cats fle of the ſudden feare increafed 
by the darkencffe of the night, that the Tarkes not know- 


ng which way to turne tl: emmſclues, or what to doe, were 
ſlaine by th oblands, fomef ceping o, ſome halfe w a ing, 


{ ne making thewſelues ready to hehe, ard to lie, few of 
all chat o orcat army elcaped the two: dofthe Perfians There 
was three creat Saraects (laine, one taken, and the other 
ſled , eight hun wrcd I anzaries ſee) rg ihemlelues fortaken 

ol f the! ir C2 proine:, laid Cowne their Harquebnliers , aind 
ther ve 200ns, and ycelded therſeines vpon Dehymenthes 
15 Gy 2011! ol t then well hauc vecac ia 1G of the hi 


whics the Poct IDC: 2F oth of the nigh tr, Whercia 7 7cy was 
be . 
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Fc Naughter of that night was fuch, as that it is of the 
Parkes votill this day account cd amon oft their oreatelt 


> 
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Iaſles; and thc vidory! welcometo the Per: fans, that in 
'1r.cmoriall therec Foes "Gal Kcepe flag at day (wv 
the thirtecntys of "Oftober) as one of 
Caycs, 

In Publi wee flaiedtwo ayes; and at our departure 


paied vatothe Gourtnour of the ſaid City a Doller on a 


ich mo 
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ſumme of goods, and fy {ct forwards towards the great 
City Van, three ayes iourney farther, In whic! travel! 
we had a very weariſorne and painefull | tourney, ouer high 
mountaines and craggy rocks, the way | being exceeding 
narrow, that a beali could hardly paſſe with bis burden, 
thou mack heauing and tumultuous ſhouldering, The 
which narrow paſlages the Turks told vs, yas by the com- 
mandement of eAmnrat the third, the great Turke, cut 
through by the maine 1nduftry of laborers, for his army to 
paſſe, like that incredible w orke , which Hanribal with 
vineger wrought ypon the Alpes. In this place ourtra- 
vell was very dangerous , by reaſon of a brackiſh lake or 
little Sca, called the lake Arftamar , which was voder the 
Rocke, ouer which wee paſled , and weeinforced to ride 
ſhoaling on the fide of the ſaid Rocke , that had not our 
Mules beene ſure of footing, both they.and we had periſh- 
ed with an inſupportable downefa{l ii. '11at Sea, Two miles 
from this ſhorc in the aforcſaid lake are two Ilands called 
the Ecmenicke llands, inhabited only by eArmerians,and TheEcmen ick; 
{ome Georgians, which two Tlands doe bring forth and lands, 
yeeld {uch tore of catrelt and pienty of rice, whee te, and 
batly, that as the Iſland of Scycilia was called in time spalt 
Horrewm. P. Romani, {o theic lands arcat this day the 
gatners and fiore houſes {or all the Countrey round abou! ; 

Being arrived at Far, our { aran; reſted! inthe fubriros 

of the jaid City, not daring to preſume to enter the Ciry, 
by reafon that the Baſſ.ze v. «a5 gONC rofertch 11a rebel), that 

was riſer 1Vpin thote parts ; in whole abtcnce tlic C ity, VO» 
der the /i:b-Boſte , wasn o berte1 gout rned then it ſhould 
be. On the W <1 fide of this City lyctn a picalaat and de- 
lghtfull plaine , wherein the Zanizares twile a weeke doc 
exerciſe thewſclues atter their manner ja the tcats of warre, 
On thc Norti {1de mah tne lake eAritamar, called in The 'ake A 
antique time the Moore or Mariſh, IHMartiana. or IMar- Qamar call 
i414, Ol Boca and, Sirabo afhrmeth that it is matche 1Nancienr in 
avic in greatneflewith ine lake Aeotidis,in the Kinydome MArtianay 
B-3 Thy 
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of Sermatta, ſo much ſpoken of by the Poers, Out of this 
lake is caught yearly an innumerable quancity of fiſh like 
our Herring , which being dryed in the Sunne , they dil. 
perſe and fell thery ouer all the Countrey thereabout, 


The deſcription of Van. 


His City is double walled with hard quarry flone,and 
is the firongeft Towne 1n all theſe parts, being forriti- 
ed with great ſtore of brafle Ordonance, and a firovg Ca- 
ile mounted on an high Rocke, tocommand and defend 
the Ciry. It was once'vnder the gouernement of the Per. 


ecndayes ficge fan, but Solyman the Magnificent in the yeare 1549, with 


a puiſſant army did befiege the ſame, which after ten dajes 
ficege was yeelded ynto him bythe Perſian Goucrnour, vp= 
pon condition, that the Perſian Souldiers there in garriſon, 
might with life and liberty depart with their weapons , as 
Souldiers : which was by Solyman granted,and ſo the City 
was ſurrendred vp into his handes from the Perſiaw King, 
who neucrſince could get the ſame into his poflefſions, It 
is governed now by a Baſſae, who hath vnder himtwelue 
thouſand T imariots, ; 

Atthis City wee (layed fiue daies, paying a Dollor on a 
ſumme of goods, and paſſed from thence to a Turkiſh Vil- 
lage called Gnnuſher, the houſes ſanding in twaſcuerall 
places, the one row fit for the Winter , and the other for 
the Sommer ſeaſon : Here wee beganne the aſcent of the 
high mountaines ot Arraret,and about noone-tide we be- 
held Braz ; the very ccelt of the Periardi mountaines,now 
called Cheilder AZonte, the hils of Periardo, Theſe moun- 
rains ſo called,are very famous by the rifing of many nota. 

le great riuers,which doe ſo fruRtiferate the country ther. 

abours, that the barbarous people call jr Lepris , which is 
ro ſay fruitfull, viz, Firſt, the River Araxi , which run- 
ning cut of a certaine Marifh,with many armes doth won 
dertully inrica that champaine and drie Countrey, 
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This River ſpringeth our of the hill T atwi in this part, The River A- 1 
where Periards is —_ , onthe ſide of the hill 4bo, and 73xisſpringeth | 
ſo runneth by Eall cuen to the confines of Serwan,and win- _—_ the hill | 
deth it ſelfe rowards the Weſt, and by North , wherc it is TOY 
ioyned with the River (rw, and then paſſethto Artaxata 
now called Naſcinan , a City of the e Armenians , right 2- 
gaivf? Reinan another City, and ſo watereth Armenia, and 
courſing along the plaine of Araxss, dilchargeth it ſelfe in- 
tothe CafFian Sea, onthe one (ide by South leauing Ar- 
menia , and on the other ſide by North leauing the Coun- 
trey Serwania; whoſe chiefe City is Eris, This River is deep 
and large z but yet at thispreſeot,, it containeth not thole 
maruels , that Herodotus reporteth of it; as alſoitjs very \\ 
hard to vnderftand, that which 9. Carte writeth rouch- 
ing the courſe thereof; and that which Natales Comes 
hath left written of it in his Hiflory, 

The Riucr Cirws likewiſe ſpringeth out of Tawme , and The River 
ſo deſcending into the champaines and plaines of Georgia, ©us. 
charging it ſelfe, and being greatly increaſed with other 
Rivers, it is ioyned with Araxis , and ſo maketh his iſſue 
#!ſo into the (aſpiar Sea, This Rwer the inhabitants of the 
Countrey at this day call by the name of Ser, in their 
owne language, but the Turkescall it Chinr, | 

Out of theſe mountaines alſo ſpringeth the River ({- The River * 
wac, which maketh (as it were almoſt) an Jland, a little on ©3nac. C | 
this ſide the City Eres, and afterwards vnite it felfe in the | 
Channell with eAraxs , and ſo runneth intothe Caſpian 
Sea, 

Two other mountaines are of greatnote in this place; The mount 
the one is Auti-T anris , now called CMons Niger, the Amr-Taurus, 
blacke mountaine, whichrunnethvp into Media ;zand the | 
other Gordexs, the tops of which mountaives are couered 
continually with white and hoary ſhowes, The mountaine The moun 

ordaxe 15 wuironed with many other petty mountaines Gordzus, 
called the Gordean mountaines; on the tops whereof ( as 


we paſſed) we found many ruines and huge toundations, of 
which. 
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whichnore foncanbe rendred , but that which [oſephue 
oives, ſaying : thatthey which eſcaped the flood werelo 
altoniſhed and amazed, that they durſt not deicend into 
the plaines and low countries, but kept on the tops »f thoſe 
mountaines aad there builded, And {ome oblerue that this 
Countrey was firſt peopled after the flood, for being high 
land ithr{t appcared, The Tradition of the Hebrewes is, 
now in thisplace after the flood , the men accompanying 
with their wiues , eucry woman brought forth at once a 
male and a female, and lo did their children ; for God and 
Nature neuer failed to the neceffity, which belonged to the 
wealth and increaſe of the vniuerſall world, no more then 
in this old age of the world, in the time of the infinire rtul- 
titude, and increaſe of people, wherein God doth mirzctt- 
louſly keepe them ( as the Sea from ouerflowing theland) 
thar they doc not ſo abound as that one cannot live by an« 
other, 

The Turkes callthe mountaine Gerdeus Angri-dangh, 
the Armenians CMeſsts -Saxr:itis lo high,that it ouer-tops 
all the mountaines thereabour, There 1fſueth out of &o 
foote of this hill a thouſand little ſprings , whereof ſome 
doe feede the River T ygres, and ſome otherRiuecrs, and it 
hath about it three hundred villages inhabited by eArme- 
niansand Georgians; as alloan ancient Monaſtery dedica« 
ted to $*, Gregory, very large and ſpacious, able toreceiue 
Shangh Tamas the great King of Perſia, and mott of his 
army , who for the auſtere and ftrit life that he fawin 
thoſe religious men, made him to ſpare it, andto change 
his determination, hauing a full purpoſe before to haue de- 
ſtroyed it. About this Monaftery groweth great plenty of 
graine, the graine being twiſe as bigge as ours, as alſo 
Roſes and Rhenbarb, which becauſe they have not the $kill 
to dry it, that :mple is of no eſteeme or yalue. | 


The 
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The Arke of Noah reſtedon the te ppe of the 


Gordeaan Monnt aimes. 


N the top of this Mountaine did the Arke of Noah 
reſt, as both Iewes, Turks, and Armenians aftirmed, 


Beroſus who regiltred the aftaires and aCts of the Chaldz- perojue, 


ans, fetteth downe diuers things both concerning Noah 
and the refling of the Arke in this place, Concerning 
Noah he writcth , that (the flood ceaſing) Noah with his 
family deſcending out of the Arke from Mount Gordexs, 
(called by Manaſſews Damaſcenus, Bark and by other A- 
raxss ) into the plaine adioyning full of dead karcaſſes, 
which they call my eAdam, that is, of dead men, wrote 
in a fone (for a monument) what was done. The inhabi- 
rants to this day, eſpecially the Armenians , doe call this 
place where Noah deſcended, Aprobaterion, that is , deſ- 
cent, or Egreſſorium Noe, The going our of Noah, Hee 
furder ſetteth downe how that the eldeſi of all, father Noah 
did in the ſame place firſ} teach his children Theologie and 
holy Wrics, and afterwards humane wiſdome, committing 
to writing many ſecrets of naturall things , which the Ar- 
menians and Scythians, didcommit only to the Prieſts, to 
whom only it was lawfull, both to reade, to teach, and to 
looke into thoſe writings , rites, and ceremonies left by 
Noah. 

And as for the reſting of the Arke, he ſetteth downe di- 
uers occurrences of the flood on this manner. Some (ſaith 
he) affirme that a certaine part of the Arke is yet in Arme- 
xi4,nccre tothe mountaine of the Gordears,and that ſome 
men haue brought from thence, ſome part of the pitch 
wherewith it was calked , which the people of that place 
were wont tovſe as a ſoueraigne preſeruative againſt in- 
chantmEnts, So Hiereme the «/ Egyptian (who wrote the 
Antiquities of the Phanitians) doc make mention of the 
ſame matter; and alſo Naneſus with divers others, Nj- 
cholas D amaſcene ſpeaketh thus : aboue the region of the 
Aineans, 
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Mineans , there is a great mountaine in eArmentia called 
Bars , in which mountaine it is reported thatdiuers peo= 
ple retired themſelues for ſafety euring the time. of the 
deluge, and there eſcaped ; andthat a certaine man (mea» 
ning Neah) arrived inan Arke on the higheſt toppe of the 
faid mountaine, and that certaine plankes and timbers of 
the bottome of that Veſſell was kept there a long while 
after, To veritic which, ſome Friers of S*, Gregories Mo- 
naftery told vs, that even at this day ſome part of the Arke 
is yet to bee ſeene on the toppe of this mountaine , if :ny 
could aſcend thither ; but the way ( as they ſay) is kept 
by eArgels, ſo that whoſocuer ſhall prefyme to goe v 
(as once a Brother of that Monaſtery did) ſhali be brought 
downe in thenight ſcaſon , from the place which hee had 
oained by his trauaile in the day time before, But to 
caue this fable to the firſt inventor, it ſufficeth ys that 
here amongſt theſe mountaines the Arke reſted , ſince 
the Scriptures tell vs, that none were ſaued , but Noah 
and his Wife, with his three Sonnes, and their three 
Wiues, cuecn eight perſons in the whole, in the Arke; 
and that the {aid Arke after the waters had preuailed 
ypon the earth an hundred and fifty dayes reſted in the 
{eauenth Moneth, in the feauentcenth day of the Mo« 
neth ypon the Mountaines of Arrarer , which is expoun- 
ded by all Writers to be in eArmeria. 

From the foote of this mountaine, wee ſpent a daycs 
tourney farther towards ( hialfall, w hich day wee trauel- 
I:dthrough yery many narrow lanes in thoſe mountaines, 
and very deepe valltes, wherein the River eAraxi with 
moft outragious turnings and windings, and. his many 
rſhing downefals amongſt the Rocks , doth even bc- 
deafe a mans cares, and with his moſt violentgoaming 
mand out, doth drowne and oterwhelme , whoſocuer 
by miſerable chance falleth downe head-long from the 
tcppe of thoſe narrow paſſages, which arc vpon the 


mountaines, And vpon the creſfis of the ſaid mountaines, 


The Preachers Trazcls.. 


on the fide of the ſaid narrow paſſages , there growe 
moſt hideous Woods and antique Forrefts , full of Bee- 
ches : Trees like Poplers carrying malt fic for Hogges, and 
Pine-trecs; where the horrour of darkenefle , and filence 
which is oftentimes interrupted , only by the whiſtling 
winds, or by the cry of ſome wild beaſts, doe make the 
poore paſlengers moſt terribly afraide, 


The deſcription of Chiulfal. 


T length our Caraenar ferried ouer the foreſaid Ri- 

ver,and ſo we arriued at { hin/fal, a towne ſituate in 
the frontiers between the Armenians and the Atropatians, 
atd yet within Armenia , inhabited by Chriſtians , partly 
Armeniazis, partly Georgians :a peopl: rather giucn to the 
trafhque of Silkes, and other ſorts of wares , whereby it 
waxcth rich and full of money, then infiruſted in weapons 
and matters of warre, This cowne conhfeth of two thou- 
ſand houſes and ten thouſand ſoules,being builr at the foot 
of a great rocky mountaine in {o barren a ſoile, thatthey 
are conſtrained to fetch moſt of their prouifion, only wine 
excepted , from the City Naſ#man , balfe a dayes journey 
off, which ſome thinke tobe Artaxata, in the confines of 
AMediaand Armenia, The buildings of Chmlfal are very 


faire, ail of hard quarry (lone : and the inhabirants very lines grear 


courteous and affable, great drinkers of wine,but no brau- 
lers in that drunken humour , and when they are moſt in 
drinke , they powre out their prayers , eſpecially to the 
Virgin ary, as the abſolute commander of her Sonne 
Itsvs CHRIST, andtoother Saints as Interceſflors, 
[t is {ubieR and tributary to the Scepter of Perſia, and 
contrariwiſe both by nature and affeRtion great encmics 
to thee Turke , This Towne was much indangered in 
the warres betwixt eAmmrat the great Turke , and CMa- 
homer Codibanda the Perſian King , ready to bee ſwal- 
lowed vp of both, One while the Baſſas of Reman, 
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on the great Turkes behalfe , made an inrode vpon them 
with a thouſand and five hundred Harquebuhers, whom 
they were faine to pacifie with a very bountifull preſent, 
excuſing themſclues , that if they had beene backward in 
brivging vnto him their voluntary tributes,ir was done for 
feare , leaſt they ſhovld have fallen into the diſpleaſure of 
HMahomet Codibanda their King : who no doubt if hee 
ſhould haue vnderſtood any ſuch matter, would haue been 
ready to def]roy their Countrey, and deprine them of their 
liberty and lives. The Baſſae was no ſooner departed with 
this aniwere and their preſent; but forthwith Alicali- cham 
was ſent by the Perſian King with three thouſand Soul- 
diers, and with this direQion, that if the country were ſub- 
dued by the Turks, he ſhould fight againftir: and if it had 
voluntarily yeelded it ſelfe vato them, hee ſhould not onl 
recouer it, but alſo burne it, and bring away all the chicte 
men of the Countrey for priſoners and ſlaues. To aucide 
which danger, theſe poore Chinlfalmi were glad to preſent 
the Perſian Prince with'greater and more liberal gitts,then 
they did their enemy Baſſae.Thus theſe miſerable people in 
the rwid{i of armes and ſquadrons of the enemy, were con- 
ſtrained, what with preſents, and what with lies,notably to 
preſerue their liberties, and their lives in ſafety, 

Within a dayes journey and halfe of this Towne js the 
Chalderan plaines; memorable forthe battell fought there, 
on the ſeuenth day of Auguſtin theyeare 1514. betweene 
the two yu Emperours [ſ-macl King of Perſia, and Sely- 
m1 the firſt, Emperor of the Turkes, In which batcell Se- 
lymus loft aboue thirty thouſand men,among(t whom was 
Caſſan- Baſſae his great Lieutenant in E arope , (eauen Sar 
zacks, with the two falcezzian brethren, who labourin 
the one to reſcue the other, were both together flaine, Be. 
fides his common foot.men, of whom ke made leaſtrecko. 
ning, he loft moſt part of his [Ririan, Macedonian, Seruian, 
E; ret, T heſſalonian, and Thracian horſe-men,the vudoub. 
ied lower and firength of his army , which were in that 
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mortall battell almoſt all {laine and grieuouſly wounded. 
And certainly. hadit not beenefor.the'Turkes great Artil- 
lery, [ſmael with his thirty thouſand horſe-men, had ouer- 
throwne Selymns with his three Hundred thouſand Turks. 
But Selymws reſeruing all his great Ordonauce, at his laft 
refuge , cauled it to bee diſcharged : by violence whereof 
ſuch ſlaughter was made, as well af his owne men, as of hjs 


enemics, mingled together, whatforduſt, wharfor ſmoke, - 


and thundering -of the Artillery , hauing on both fides al- 
moſt loſt the vic of hight and hearing ; andthcir horſes be- 
ing ſo terrified with the thundering report of the greatOr- 
donance, that they were not now to be matiaged, the bat- 
tell was broken off , andthe viRtory yet doubefull, Inthe 
end Hiſmael had the worft,and was put to flight by reaſon 
that the Perhan horſes had neuer beene vicd to the noiſe 
and thundering of the artillery,which they could not abide 
to heare. The Turkiſh flories to exprefle the terrour ofthis 
day, number it amongſt their diſrhall-daies , rerming it the 
only day of doome.Themanner of thisbattel is painted in the 
Countell chamber at Venice, and is reported that Sehymws 
the great Turke cauſed it ſo to bee done, and ſent it tothe 
Senate there, At Chielfel we (taied cight daycs,, and pa(- 
ſed againe the Riuer Araxs, leauing the noble Kingdome 
of eArmenzs,called now T wrcemania, becauſe of the T wr- 
comanes a people thatcame out of Scythia (a5 before wee 
noted) who liue asſheepheards in theirtents , but the na- 
tive people giue themſclues to husbandry , and: other ma- 
nuall ſciences , as working of Carpets and fine Chamlets. 
Wee were no ſooner ouer but wee entred into CMedia ; 
which by ſome is deuided into Media Atropatia, and Me- 
dia the Grear, 
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'ATROPATIA; 


Edia eAtropatia is called by the Hebrewes 
Aadian , but now it is termed Siren or 
Y Sernania : The bounds of this Kingdome 
Nocthwards are the Albanians, and a lit- 
& tle beyond them fome wandering and va- 
oabond T artars called Pericorſchi, be. 
eweene Cancaſns and the Riner / olga, whereupon it may 
be, thar the Tartarians arc comprehendedvnder the name 
of UVolcenſes : Ealtward the lake (as Polycletes rerme it) or 
rather(as other call n) the Sea of Coraza; viz. the Caſpian 
Sea : Southward on Armenia, and more towards -the 
South, and South-caft Media the great : The whole coun- 
rreyisvery fruitful}, and watered with the River Araxi 


and Ciras , and other Riuers that are famous cucn in an- 


eique Writers. * 
DiuersCiries are there in this Kingdome , but my pur- 


poſe ts ro ſpeake only of thoſe, which we ſaw in theſe parts. 
-viz.. Sumachia; Derbent, Sechi, Eres, and Aras, 


»  Sumachia is the Mctropoliticalt City of Siren ; and 
lyeth berwcene Derbent and Eres;. where the Kings of 
Siren vied to keepe their great and ſumptuous Courts, 
chiefly inhabited by eArmenians and Georgians, In this 
City our Engliſh Merchants did traftique much, and had 
an'houte giuen them by Obdowlecan in the yearc 1566, 
(as reucrend Mr, Hacklzit doth relate) who then raigned 
there vnder the Perſean King, In this City wee ſaw the 
ruines of a moReruel] and barbarous ſpeQacle, that is to 
ſay, 2 turret erected with tree ſtone and flints, in the midti 
of which flints were placed the heads of all the Nobility 
and Gentry of that Countrey : which tell out on this occa- 
lion, 
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ſton, This Countrey of Sirnan in time paſt was of x great 
renowme, hauirg many Cities, Townes, and Caftles mit; 
the Kings thereof being of great power, able to wage 
warre with the Kings of Perfce,butthrongh their duerliy 
m religion, the Perſian made a conqueſt of them, razing 
downetothe ground their Cities, Townes , and Caliles, 
that they ſhould notrebell, and alſq puttingtoceaththe:r 
Nobility and Gentry , and for the greater terrour+6f the 
pcople placed their heads in the foretaid Turrer,. 

About a mile diſtant from this Towne is theruines of an 
old Caſtle, once efteemed to be one of the ſirongelt Caſtles 
in the world, and was belieged by eA lexander the Great a 
long time before hee could winne it; /And a. litele further 
off; was a Nammery molt ſumpruouſly builded , wherein 
was buried ( as they 1old vs) the body of Ameleke Canna 
the Kings Daughter, who flew her ſelte witha knite, for 
that her Father would haue forced her ( ſhee profethr g | 
chaſtity) to haue marryed with a Prince of Tartar; - vp- | 
pon which occalionthe Virgins of this Countrey doe re- 
jort thithcr once a yearc to lament herdeath. This City is 
diitant from the ( afþian Sea with Camels leauen dayes 
1ourncy; and from Derbent (ixe dayesourncy ; It was in 
the yeare 1578, yeelded vp vnto Muſtafa the Generall of 

the Turkiſh army , withoutrefiftance,, who pretently did 
ſurpriſethe City, intreating all the inhabirants in friendly 
manner,withour doing or ſuffering anyoutrage to be done 
vpon them ; but for this their infidelity in voluntary yee!- 
cng themlclues to follow the religion of the Turkes, when | 
2s they were net induced thereunto by any neceffity ; E- | 
mirhbamze eldelt Sorne to Mahomet Codibands King of The Perſian Þ 
Perfia, commingwith his army into Sernan, did with great Prince punifat 
cruelty puniſh the miſerable and infortunate commons of cth the inhabj | 
this City, making thei houſes even withthe ground , de- wig — 1 
firoymg both the od and new wals thereof, and bringing vers tinges oY 
the whole land to nought , that ſomtimes was {0 deſired a rortures and, 
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Sixe dayes iourney from this City, lyeth Derbent ; This 
city hath ſundry names given vnto it by writers: Somtimes 
it is called Derbent, becauſe it is in figure narrow and long: 
and ſometimes Demir-Caps, becautethere were the yron- 
gares, that were ſometimes the entrance into Scythia : and 
ſometimes Aleſſandria ; becauſe it was firſt erefted by A4- 
lexaxder the Great, when hee warrcd againftthe Mears 
and Perſians; at which time alſo he made a wall of a won- 
derfull height and thicknefle, which extended it ſelte from 
this City, toa City in Armenia, called Teflzs,belonging to 
the Georgians, And though it benow razed and decayed, 
yet the foundation remaineth : and it was made to this 
purpoſe, that the inhabitants of that Countrey,newly con- 
quered by Alexander, ſhould nor lightly flie,nor their enc- 
mies eafily inuade them. This City is ſeated vpon an high 
hill, and builded all of free ſtone much after our buildings, 
being very high and thicke : neuerthelefle it never grew 
oreat nor famous, and cuen in theſe dayes, there is no rec» 
koning made of it :and the reaſon is becauſe of the htuati- 
on,ſcruing for paſſage only out of T artaria into Perfia,and 
out of Perſia into T artaria, recciuing thoſe that trauelltoo 
and fro, not as Merchants and men of Commerce, but as 
paſſengers and trauellers; and to ſpeake in a word, it is [ca- 
red in a very neceflary place as the caſe (tandeth, by reaſon 
that itis in the ports of the Cafþiax Sea, but not profirable 
vnto it ſelte: much like as it is 1n the paſſages of the Alpes, 
where though the Frenchmen, Switzers , Dutchmen, and 
Italians, continually doe paſſe by them ; yet was there ne- 
uer found a meane City ; much lefle any City of ſtate and 
importance. 

About foure daies journey from Swmachia , is Sechy, 
which alſo at the ſame time as Sumachia offred theraſelues 
to CMuſtapha, as vaſſals and ſubieAts co the Turks, who all 
were gladly intertained of him, and ſome of the chiecfe of 

them apparelledin flke and gold, and honored with great 
magniticence , and in the end had all proteRion promiſed 
VYnto 
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vnro them, Here allo ftandech the Citic Eres, moſt fruit- 
fully watered with theriver eAraxisand Cyrms, and bath 
yeelded in cimes palt great fiore of thoſe fine white flkes» 
commmonly tearmed by the marchants Mamodzan hikes, 
whereof at this day, there is not to be found, no not a very 
ſmall quanritic, by real» of the monſtrous ruinesand o- 
ucrthrowes, that hath happened in theſe countries, partly 
by the Armies of the great Turke, andpartly bythe Armie 
of the Perfians, which ill path ſucceeded one another, in 
their crucl} zncurhons, and bloodic inuefions. For after 
the people of Sechi and Eres had yeelded themifelues vo- 
luntarily without ny r-fiftance vuro Mdnftaſfa great Amn. 
rats Generall; Emirhamze the Perſian Prince came vpon 
them with his armie, as vpen rebels to inflict deſcrued pu- 
niſhmenr, In effeRing of which his purpoſe he ſpared nei- 
ther ſexe, nor aye, nor any condition, but though the per- 
ſons were vnequall, yet was the puniſhment equal! to all, 
carrying away with him the two hundred peeces of artile- 
rie, that were left in the fort by Mſuffapha, andpreſently 
ſenr them to Casbinto his father, 

There is alſo in this Kingdome another Citie that bor- 
derethvponthe Georgians called eAraſſe, bemg the moſi 
chiefe and opulent Cri in the trade of Merchandife, part- 
ly by the aboundant grouth of ſilke,there nouriſhed, part= 
ly by other good & neceflary commodires, there prowing 
and there brought , as rough and ſmooth galles, Cotren 
wooll, Allome; beſides all kipds of ſpices and drugs, and 
Diamonds , and Rubics, and other ftones brought out 
of the Eaſt -Indics. But the principall commodirte is raw 
filke of all forts; ſo that from hence hath beene and is car- 
ried yearly fiue hundred, and ſometimes a thouſand mules 
laden of filke ro Aleppo in Syria. From this towne we 
ſpent fixe daics acai Tauris, pafimy ouer the river .4- 
rax1, Jeauing Media Atropatia, and entrivg into Media 
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SY, Armenia the great and eAſciria: South- 

29 ward Perſia: Ealtward Hircama and Par- 

” thia: and Northwards the Caſpian Sca, The 

IJ land is high and ſpacious, molt part movn- 

= tainous, full of hils, woods, rockes, and ru- 

ines, ſpecially towards the North parts, but Southwards it 
aboundeth with filkes, fruits, wilde beaſts and falcons. Ic 
receiucd the name from Aedns, laſons ſonnegwho being an 
carneſt follower of his tathers vertues, in honour of his mo« 
ther edea, aftcr the death of his father Jaſon, builded the 
Citie Aedea, and eſtabliſhed tht kingdome of the Medes, 
calling it after his owne name, which in continuance of 
time,orew to that eſtate, that all the Eaſt was in ſubieRion 


10 the Empire thereof, 


] omitto write any thing of eAſyages, who raigned in 
this countrey, or of his dreame, how he ſaw ſpringing out 
of his daughters belly a vine,w hoſc branches ſhould over- 
ſhadow all Affa, meaning Cyras that was borne of her; or 
how Cyr#s was brought vp of an heard-man, and mira- 
culouſly preſerued from death ; and laſtly how Cyrus was 
baniſhed into Perſia, and aftcr being come to mans eſtate, 
ouercame Aftyages his Grandfather, remouing the Empire 
fromthe Medes to the Perſians, being all matters of anti- ' 
quitie, and not lo pertinent to our iournall, 

The chicfe Citic of this country is T awris, which intimes 
paſt was called Ecbatana , as Ortelnes and Minado do wits 
nefle,bowſocuer P, Towins very vniuſtly would haue it T ey= 
ua, and Nigrothe Italian T igranoama,It was firſt founded 
by Detects the firſt king of CMeara, who no fooncr yaue 

our 
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eur his edict for the building thereof , but! torgtiowkly the 
inhabitants with one conſent did make it the chiefe Ci- 
tic abone the reſt; and fo euer ſince it hath remained 
one of the chiefeft ſcars both of the Median and Perſian 
kings. 

Memorable alſo is this Citie for the refiance once of the 
Prophet Damcl, who neere vnto the lame builded a mol} 
magnificent and ſymptuaus Caftell, which many yeares re- 
mained a marvailo!!s monument; the beauty wherot was 
{9 lively and;perfect,thatcontituance of time did little der 
faceic, being very freſh and flouriſhipginthe time.of Toſe- 
phns, In this Catte!) were all the kings: of 2fedia , Perſia, 
and Parthta for many yeares togetherintombed, But nov 
tune hath worne it out, it faring with buildings as wita 
mens bodies, they waxe old, and axe nfeebled. by yeares, 
and looſe: ther beautie : -neuerthelefle Ecbatara now, 
called T axris remaines in great glorie ynto this day, 


The deſcription of Tywris. 


T is ſeated atthe-foote-of the hill Orontes cight daies 
4 1ourncy or there: abouts from the; Caſpian Sea, and is 
{ubie&t to winds and full of ſnow; yer! of a,veric whole- 
lome 3yte; abaunding with-all things receffory for the ſu- 
(tentation of man : wonderftllygcb, as-well bytheperpe- 
wall concourſe of merchandizes;that are brought thither 
from the countries of the Eal},, tobe conueighed into Sy- 
114, and jntothe countrics of Exzrope as allo of thoſe 
that -come-thither ont of. the-Welicrnc parts ,.to be'di- 
[tributed over all the: Eaſt,, Iris very populons, ſo that it 
feederth almofl ewo kundred thouſand perſons: but now 
open to the furic of cuery armic; without ſtrength of wals, 
and without bulwarkes, faving a Calile built of late by 
the Turkes. The buildings are;of burnt. clay, and rather 
lowthen high,., Qa the Seuth-Gide of this Citic , is a moll 
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beautifull and flouriſhing garden, large and ſpacious, re- 

pleniſhed with ſundry kinds of trees, and ſweete ſmelling 
plants, and a thouſand fountaines and brookes, deriued 

from a prety river, which with his pleaſanc freame denides 
the garden trom the Citie : and is of ſo great beautie, that 
for the delicacie thereof, it is by the countrey inhabitants 
called Sechis-Gemer, that is to ſay,the eight Paradiſes: and 
was in times paſt the fanding houſe of the Perſian Kings, 
whileſt they kept their refidence in this Citic,and afcer they 
withdrew their feate from thence, by reaſon of the Turkiſh 
warres, to Casbin, became the habitation and place of a- 
boad for the Perſian gouernpurs. 

Sundrie mutations euen of late yeares hath this Citie 
indured both by the great Turke and the Perſian, For in 
the yeare. 15 14.1t was yeelded to Selymms the Turkiſh Ty- 
rant, who contrary to hispromiſe exacted a greatmaſlc of 
money from the Citizens,and carried away with him three 
thouſand families, the beſt artificers in that Citie, eſpecial- 
ly ſuch as were $kilfull in making of armour and wea- 
pons, onelyto enrich and appopulate the great Citic Con- 

ftantineple, 

Afterwards in the yeare 15 35, it was againe ſpoyled by 
Solyman the Turkiſh Emperour, who gaue the whole Ci- 
tie for a prey vnto his ſouldiers,who letr neither houſe nor 
corner thereof vnranſacked, abufing the mifcrable Citi- 
zens with all manner of mſolencie : every common ſou!- 
dier without controlement, fitting himſclte with whatſoc- 
uer beſt pleaſed his greedie defire or filthie Juſt : beſide the 
moſt ately and royall Pallace of King T amas , together 
with the moſt ſumptuous and rich houſes of the Nobilitie 
were by rhe great Turkes commandement all raſed downe 
tothe ground, and the greateſt part of the bef{ Citizens, 
and beautifull perſonages of all ſort and condition were 
carried away captives, 

And inthe yeare 1585. it was miſerably ſpoyled by Of- 
un viſler vnto Amwrat the third , whocommaunded' his 
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ſouldiers to do the worſi that poſſibly they could or might 
do to it. Here a man had need of a very learned &eloquent 
pen, to ſet forth the fierce and crvell execution of the Tur- 
kiſh ſouldiers, For in truth who is able eyther by writing, 
or by ſpeech, ſufficiently and liucly to lay open the trea- 
chery, the couectouſneſle, the wrath, the crueltie, the im- 
pictic,the wickedneſle of theſe triumphing Turks?And on 
the other ſide, who can expreſle the crying of infants , the 
gronings of the wounded,the teares of parents,theprayers 
of old men, the teares, the griefes,and to be ſhort,the miſe- 
rie of the Taurifians. There was nothing but ſhughter, 
pillings , raurſhing, ſpoyling and murdering : virgins de- 
foured, meu children defiled with voſpeakable and hor- 
rible Sodomitry,younglings ſnatcht out of their mothers 
armes, houſes laid euen with the ground and burnt: riches 
2nd moneycarricd away, and to be bricfe all things waſted 
andruinated, Neither were thoſe outrages committed 
once only,but the ſecond followed worſe thenthe firft,and 
the third vpon that worſe then the ſecond : ſo that it was 
a miſeric almoſt incxplicable ro behold that Citie , which 
was once {o populous and ſo tich, ſometimes the Court 
and Pallace of the Crowne, and the honour of the Perfian 
Empyre, now ſubie& to the furic and cruelty of the Turke 
plunged in calamitie, and ytrerly deſtroyed, This is the vn- 
certaine (late of the world, ſometimes vp, and ſome- 
times Cowne, ſometimes conquerers, and within a while 
after conquered, 

Forthis Citie groaned not full foureand twentie yeares 
vnder the Turkiſh (lauery, but Abasnow King of Perfia 
repoling nolefle confidence in his owne good fortane, 
then the valour of his ſouldiers marched inthe yeare 1603 
with hisarmie direMly to the Citic of T auris, and that 
with ſuch expedition, that he'was come betore it, before a- 
ny ſuch thing was feared, much leſſeprouided for : ſtirred 
vp hereunto, partly by the great Turke troubles at home, 
and his watres withthe Chriſtians in Hungarie, as allo 
G 3 with 
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with the diſpoſition of the Tawr:ians, whoſe minds were 
then ſoalicnated from the Turkith gonernour ; that vpon 
the approach of eAbas, they were all rzadie to foriake 
him, Neverthelefle the King was con{trained to behhege 
the Citie, being then kept with a ftrong yarriſon of Tur- 
kiſh ſonldiers, In which ſiege he tor batrery vſed the helpe 
of the Canon, an engine of long time by the Perfian sKor= 
ned, as not beſeeming valiant men , vntill that by their 
owne harmes taught ; they are content to vicir, being 
with the ſame,as alſo with skilfull Canoniers furniſhed by 
the Portugals from Ormnz, So that afterlixe weekes 
hege this Citie was ſurrendred vp intothe Perſians hands 
to the great rejoycing of all Perſia, together with the 
whole countrey of Serwan, except a fort or two which 
{till Rands out, 

At this Citie we paid a dolout on a ſumme of goods, 
and hue Shaughes tothe keeper of the Caine wherein we 
lodged, and tet forward to the wealthy Citie of Casbm 
diffant from T auristen daies journey; pafting the three 
firſt daies over many rough and craggie mountaines , full 
of 2 thouſand difficulties, which were the more increaſcd 
by wonderfull great ſnowes that were fallen , by meancs 
whereof many paſſengers, horſes, and mules (if our gvide 
had not beene 200d) had periſhed in one common de+ 
firution, Euery night we had great flakesof lightening, 
and huge thunderclaps with geeat ſtore of raine & ſnowes 
which did much annoy our whole Caranuarn, We had 
no ſooner left thoſe hard paſſages, but we were forthwith 
encountred by a gallant troupe of Perſian horſemen, who 
lay vp and downe the borders by the kings commaun- 
dement, to murder all Turkiſh merchants that ſhould paſſe 
that way : vpon reuenge of the death of a Perſian mer- 
chant , who being richly arriued at Van, (a little be- 
fore our comming ) was iniuriouſly deprived both of kis 

oods and life,  Hereupon the goucrnour of this troupe, 
- cemey of our (,; ar anan-Baſſa( who was a Chiniphalin) 
| to 
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to deijuer vÞ into his hands, all the Turkic merchants, that” 


were in our company; to which requeſt he durſt not con- 
deſcend, affirming that there was none bur Iewes and 
Chriſtians vnder his conduc; and withall beſtowed on 
bim a bountifall preſent of twe hundred and fiftie dollors, 
which was leuied amonglt vs, | 

By this time we came to the full borders, and outmof 
bounds then of the grear Turkes dominion, ſo farre as the 
Othoman Empire on this ide doth extend; and fo entred 
into the territories of the Perſian King : both which are 
deuided by the high mountaine Duzam , and by a pretie 
river that runneth at the foote thcreof, This night we re- 
ſed at a Perſian village called Darnah, much ruinated,but 
ſeated in a very delighttull place, both for ſprings of wa- 
ter, »nd plentie of all things, For heere we bought. foure 
lens for fiue pence;,a kid for ten pence, and thirtie egs for 
two pence, 

rom Darnah we ſpent three daies further to Solt ania, 

a very ancient Citic, trauelling by many Perfian villages, 
and finding every man at his labour, and neighbour with 
neighbour going from one towne to another, which bred 
much contentment, and made vs wonder at the greatpeace 
& tranquilitie, which the commons of Perſia live in aboue 
the commons of T wrkie, The ruines of many faire Chri- 
ſtian Churches webcheld, but not without patie, built all 
with great arches and high towers, lauorated with gold 
and other richpaintings to the beautifying of the \ nq 
And verily I take them tobe thoſe Churches, which Coſroe 
King of Perſia deftroyed, who being ina battell diſcom- 
fited, fought betiweene him and Heraclms the Fmperour, 
reaked his teene and malice on the Chriſtian Churches 
throughout his dominions, 
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The deſcription of Soltanta. 
A T Soltania we ſafely arriued. This Citie 1s called by 


Ptolome, Heraclea ; but by others T igranveerta, be- 
caule of the wondertull ruine of the huge buiidings; and 
was in times paſt one of the royall ſeates of che Perſian 
Kings, but it was much ruinated by the Scythian Tamer- 
lane, when with a world of people he ouerran theſe coun- 
tries { it retaincth now no ſhew of the ancicat majeliic, 
but onely in the Churches by him ſpared. This deſolate 
rownc is on cuery kde enuironed with huge mountaines, 
whoſe tops are to be ſcene a far off, alwaies coticred with 
deep ſnowes,called in ancient time Nyphates,Caſpins,{"oa- 
thras & Zagras, taking their begianing no doubc of Can- 
eaſ#s the father of mountaines; which ioyning oneto ano« 
ther, ſome one way, ſome another, doe deuide molt large 
and wide countries, 

Before this towne lieth a very great and ſpacious plaine, 
memorablefor that dreadful & horrible tempeRt which fell 
on Sehmantihe Turkiſh Emperour and his whole armie in 
the yeare 1 534.For whileſt he lay incamped in thcle plaine 
fields with his Army, therefell downe ſuch an horrible and 
cruelltempeſt from the mountains,as the like whereof the 
Perſians had never ſcene before ar that time of the yeare, 
being in the beginning of September; and that with abun. 
dance ofrain,which froze ſo cagerly as it fel,thatit ſeemed 
the depth of Winter had cuen then of a ſodaine beene 
come in ; for ſuch was the rage of the bluſtering windes, 
Ariuing with themſclues, as Fir bad beene for viRory,that 
they ſwept the ſnow fromthe toppe of thoſe high moun- 
taines, and caſtic downe into the plaines in ſuch aboun- 
dance, that the Turkes lay as men buried alive in the deepe 
ſnow,moſi part of their tents being ouerthrowne & beaten 
downe to the ground, with the violence of the tempeſt and 
weight of the ſnow, wherein a wonderfull number of ficke 
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ſouldiers and others of the baſer ſort which followed the 
campe periſhed, and many other were ſo benummed, ſome 
their hands, ſome their feere, that they loft the vie of them 
for euer : moſt part of their beaſts which they vſed for car- 
riage, but ſpecially their camels were frozen to death, Nei- 
ther was there any remedie to be found for ſo great miſ- 
chiefes, by reaſon of the he!liſh darkneſle of that tempe- 
fluous might, moſt of their fires being put out, by the ex- 
tremitie of the florme : which did not a little terrifie the 
ſuperſtitious Turkes, as a thing accouated of them omi- 
nous, Many of the Turkes yainely thought, that this hor- 
rible tempeli was brought vpon them by the charmes and 
inchantments of the Perſian Magitians ; whereas it was 
vndoubtedly by the hand of Ged , which bringerh the 


proud deuiſes of Princes to nought, 
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| Soltania we ſpent foure daies trauell to Casbin, 
paſſing by many villages, where we paid a Shawghee a 

peeceto the Beg or gouernour of the village, not as 
a cuſtome, but as a tree grataity,and ſo entred into the ter- 
ritories of Casbin, a Citie very wealthy, by reaſon of the 
Kings Pallace, & the great concourſe of merchants which 
reſort thither, It was in aucient time called Arſaciaas in 
Strabo; but now termed Casbin, which in the Perſian lan- 
vuage ſignifieth chaſliſement , or a place of puniſhment, 
becauſe the kings were wont to baniſh or confine ſuchper- 
{ons, as for their offences and miſdemeanours had deſerued 
ſuch chaſtiſement, This Citie is ſeated in a goodly fertile 
plaine of three or foure daies iourney in length, furniſhed 
with ewo thouſand villages, to ſerue the neceflary ves 
thereof: but euill builded, & for the moſt part all of bricks 
not hardened with fire, but onely dried in the Sunne; as are 
moſt parts of the buildings of all Perſia. 

It is now one of the ai of the Perſian Kings Em- 
pire, 
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pire , which was tranſlated by King 7 awas, (this kings 
Grandfather) from T awris, who built one goodly Seraghto 
for himlclfe, and another for his women, and hath beene 
euer fince continued by his ſucceflors, though the King 
that now raigneth , make moſt of his abode in Fiſpaan 
fourtcene daies journey farther towards the Eaf?, 

There are three places in the Citic moſt of note : viz. the 
Kings Pallace, the Baſſars, and the Atr-AMaidan, The gate 
of the kings Pallace is buile with ftone of divers colours, 
and verie curiouſly canameled with gold : on thefceling 
within, is carued the warres of the Perſian Kings, and the 
ſundric battels fought by them again(tthe Twrksand T ar- 
tars; the paucments of the roomes beneath, and chambers 
aboue are ſpread with molt tine carpets, wouen and tefſi- 
red with fi!ke and gold,all cnſ1gnes and monuments of the 
Perſian greatneſle, 

There is likewiſe in this Citie ſundric Baſſars, where, in 
ſome you may buy Shaſſes and T #/pants,and Indian cloth 
of wonderfull fineneſle : in others hikes of all forts, as Ve'. 
uets, Damasks.cloth of Gold and Silver ; in others infinite 
furres, as Sables and Martine out of Muſcomia,and Agiam 
furres brought from Coraſſay. In a word cuery ſpeech hath 
a ſeuerall ſcience or trade, whercin is fold whatſocuer is fic 
and neceflary forthe vie cf man. 

The eAt-Maidan, is the high ſpeech or chicte market 
place in this Citic; and is foure-{quare, contrining in a cir- 
Cuit verie neere 2 mile; and ſerves as a Buzſle for all forts of 
Merchants to meete on,and alſo for all others to (ell what= 
ſocuer commodities they poſlcfle, fo that in one place 1s 
ſelling ofhorſes, mules and caminels; in another place car- 

ts, garments,and felts of all ſorts; and in another all kind 
of fruits, 25 Muske-mellons, Anguries, Pomegranates, Pi. 
ſtaches, Adams apples, Dates, Grapes, and Raiſons dried 
in the Sun. In this place do fit daily twelue Sheraffes,that 
is,men to buy & ſell Pearle, Diamonds,and ether pretious 
Nones,and tocxchange gold & (iluer,to turne Spaniſh os 

[4 


The Preachers Trauels. 


A—— 
a — 


lers to great aduantage into Perſian coyne ; and tochange 
the great peeces of the Perſian coyne,as Abbaſſes, Larines, 
and {uch h;ke into certain brafſe monies forthe poore. They 
wil alſo lend vpon any pawne,& that with as great intereſt 
as our divelliſh Brokers and Scriueners take in London. 

Finally the (trengrh of this Citie confilteth nor in walles 
and bulwarkes, bur in the ſouldiers that are continually 
maintained in and about this Citie ; for out of ( asbin,and 
the villages belonging vnto the ſame, are maintained 
rwentic thouſand fouldicrs on horſebacke , howſocuer in 
this kings fathers time were leuicd but twelue thou- 
land, 

Two places neere to this Citie are very remarkable; the 
one 15 the CiticeArdontl: the other Giland, Ardoutl is a 
Cicie foure daics journey from (asbm,and two trom Solta- 
21a, ACitie of great importance, where eAlexander the 
great did keepe his Court, when he inuaded Perſia, It isa 
rowne much eftcemed and regarded, by reaſon of the ſe- 
pulchers of the kings of Perſia, which for the moſt partie 
there iatombed : andſois growne a place of their ſuperſti- 
tious deuotion; as alſo becauſe it was the firſtplace which 
receiued the Perſian ſet, wherein Gawm the furft Authour 
thereof did refide and raignez AﬀeR or ſuperſtition yery 
commodious to the Chriſtian Commonwealth, becauſe'ir 
hath bred great contentions and warre among the Mahu+ 
m-tane nations, which before were ſo vnited togetherb 
HM ahometsCeuice,that they(ſeemed to bemore then Friends 
and in league one withanother, 


The Author of this nouelty was as we ſaid before , one The Auhore 
Ginni,a man well deſcended among the Perſians,who con- che Perfian ſy FÞ 


temning al worldly honour,r'ches, &pleaſure,as meere va= 
nities & trifles, led ſuch an auftere kind of life with ſuch c6- 
tinency & contempt of the world,as that the vulgarpeople 
beg 
nion they had conceiued of his vprighr life & rare vertues, 
The fame of this newPropher(as ſo he was accounted)was 


21 growne 


— 


Ardouil the firſt 
place that re» 


cciued the 
Perſian ſup 
ſirion, 


an to have the man in ſingular admiration for the' opi=  __ 
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growne fo great in the Perſian kingdome, that the people 
without number reſorted our of all parts of Perfia vnto the 
Cicic eArdoxil to lce the man, And he the more to {cduce 
' The Turks and the people, being by nature incomftant and ſuperfticious, 
Perſians difter began to perſwede them, that the three firftlucceſlours of 
| __—_— Mahomet, were wniult and vnlawhull viurpers of that dig 
"4M Jaw, niric, and that 1ſt Aly, Mahomets lonne n law , onely 
but abourthe Ouvght to be named the lawtull facceflour : that he alone 
true ſuccelſour ought to be called vpon in their prayers tor helpe, and that 
of their great all honours ſhould be giuen to him, and taken trom eA- 
_ M2" bubacher, Omar, and Ortaman, as from perlons that were 
| ; vadoubredly damned. Finally he tanght them onely to re- 
cciue the writings of Aly as ot others molt authenticall, to 
reiet Abnchacher, Omar, and Ottaman, with their wri- 
tings as moſt wicked & accu: fed; who the Turks had euer, 
and yet do honour &worſhip as the true ſucceſſors of their 
Prophet Mahomet, and his fincere mrerpreters, together 


| 
[ 
= prai. with the aforeſaid Aly,whom thePerfians do only acknow 


ofthe Per- ledge : and therefore in their prayers doe commonly ay, 

Curſed be Abnbachar, Omar,and Ottaman,and God be fa- 

worable to ov A ly, and well pleaſed with him, \Which their dif 

ference about the true ſucceflor of their Prophet, in whom 

was notruth, hath bene, and yet is, one of the greate!} 

| cauſes of the mortall warres betweene the Tufkes and the 

(| | | Perſians: and notthe divers interpretation of their law 

i (as many have written ) which among che Tuiks and Per- 
11ans is all one, 

Thus ſuperſtition. was firſt broached (as we {aid by Gimny, 
after wards maintained by Sederdis, aitcr him by Guwithe 
iecond, then by Haider Erdebil; afterwards by Hyſmac! 
the great Sophyit increaſed wondertu)ly, that Perſi teen 
id, ro' enuie the glory of Cyr and Darizee, Atter the 
death of Hyſmael ir was maintained by King T awas his 
fonne, who raigned with lefle felicitie, being much damni- 

- hed by So/yman the Turkiſh Empereovur : Atter T amas luc 
-axeded Aiderethe ſecond, whoraigned but certaine dajes 


and: 


7 a 


The Preachers Trandls. 


—_— 
bh — 


4nd houres; and then followed Hifnael the brother of 
Aidere, who troubled all the Cities of his kingdom? v ith 
manifold hurly-burlies : after him £Mahomer lurn2med 
* FCodbandathis kings father orc vnfortunate then ail thc 
& reli; andlalily the king that now is, who by his valour hath 
ſo largely dij-ted the confines of his kingdome , that it 
leemeth hc hath ( as it were) founded ut anew. 


—"—  _— __— 2 


The deſcriptionof Hl inCanlas 


He other place neere to Casbinremarkable 
s the countrey of Gilan,! in the Prouince of f 


; 75 og cendry namcs are giuen vatoit bythe Bar=" 
barians ; ſome callix it Girg:4 or Corca, from 
a certaine Citie Which fiood in the ſame : others Siva 
trom a part of t11s kingdome: others Mefevevs, as Mt- 
nader : Mercator calles it Diargument Zand in ancienttime 
| MHnmecania, lo much ipoken. of by the Poets for the huge 
woods, nd tierce Tygers that aboundthere, Weſtward 
this kin 'gdome bour ds vpon Media: Ealtward op. CMar- 
Hana: Sourhward on Parthia, and the Coronjan mi 
i anes: at nd Northward on the Caſpran Sea .T Ne 
C f this kingdome is ful of thick woods & ſhado ie Orc 
Acre grow divers forts of trees, bur {pec} | | : 
; 1: ceches, and Oakes, W-_g_— 3] * 
Sil anthers, and Pardics, which wilde bealls make*thep 'f 
b {age in thoſe Piaces very dangerous : but neere the Sea «+ I 
} fdeit isfull of paſture, and very delightful] reaſon Y 
i the manifo! d ſiweere {prings whixh flue-out of the moun- . 
raine necre acioymng . Many principall Ciries are there. 
in this countrey , as ; Peflan Maſſandran , Panglanery. > s 6 
Bachn and CG h:ilan Cities of ſuch ſtate and I 
3s deſcruc 4 hauc a Pons of the Ga | 
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that the Baſſa is with the Turkes, 8 
Bach, Concerning Bachs, it is a veric ancient hauen=gowne, 
very commodious for ſhips to harbour tm,asallo profitable 
to vent commodities, by realon that Ardowil, T anris, E- 
Oyleſpringeth 7s, Sumachia,and Derbent ly not many daies from atthace. 
out of the Neere ynto this towpre is a verie ſtrange and wonderfull 
' ground, fountaine vnder ground, out of which there ſpriageth and 
; iflucth a maruellous quantitie of blacke Oyle, which ſer- 
ueth all the parts of Perſiato burne in their houſes ; and 
I '1 they viſually carrie it all ouer the countrey, vpon Kine and 
| [ Aſles, whereof you ſhall oftentimes mcere three or foure 
"l hundred in company, 
Gbeilan, Gbeilan and the relt and likewiſe altogether in traffick : 
Gheian being but foure cafie daics travell from Casbm; 
[|}The (afpias and very ncere vnto the ( aſpian Sea, AScathat is very 
_ commodious and profitable; being in lergth two hundred 
f leagues, and in breadth an hundred and fittie, without any 
iflue to other Sea : ro the Eat part of this Sea: toyneth the 
great deſart c Coogee of the Tartars: to the Weſt part,the 
country of the Circaſtians, the mountaine Cancaſus : to 
the North the river Volga, which hath ſeuentie mouthes 
or falles into the ſame : and to the South part joyneth the 
countries of Media and Parthia, This Sea is freſh water 
in many places, and in other places, as falr as the maine O- 
cean. It hath many goodly rivers falling into it,as the great 
1 riue Volga, called by the Tartars Eaell, which runnes at 
[| the leafitwo thouſand miles in length : as allo out of Sy- 
"4 * beria, Taicand Tem, and out of the Periardian mountains 
| 


L gB= enp—_—_——_— - _ 


Araxu, (i irus,Canac, #nd divers others too long to write 
of, And thgugh {c ſo many goodly riucrs do diſcharge them- 
| ſeluesinto ir, yer it emprierh not it ſelfe, except itbe vnder 


ground | into theblacke Sea by Conſtant inople. 
+ Now by the commodious Nee of the Sea, a very profi- 
; rabcndenigh be planted; being but ſcauen daies ſay- 
from ſlave crib to Gheilas : the gaines of which paſ- 
gta! godly heard fay both of Poon and 
r me- 
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Armenians fiity in the hundred, cuen in meere Buttanoſſes. 

To further which commerce and trade eAbas the Perfian ' 

king hath diners times of Jate ſent ſundry Ambaſladors to 

the grand Duke of MMeſcoma ; among other things, reque- 

fling of him, that merchants might haue a fate conuoy, to 

tranſport their goods downe the riuer Velga into the ( af ry woes 

pian Sea, and {o to Gheilan ; which he promiles molt faith=- paſſe the Caſs 
tully ro pertorme, lo farre as his power would extend, I pian ſca muſt 

kaow the voiage will be chargeavle, yet the benefit will nor drawfiue 

quite the charge, "vere the pattage {ate and {ecure downthe foore water, 
river,and had we barks of our building but of titty or three — In di- 
| | - - 4 ers places it 

{core tuns, which might by reafon of the great [tore of tim-, ;, very ſhoald, 

ber in thole parts be eal1ly builded, 

The comaditics to be tound at Gheilan & C asbin are (ilks The commo- 
of all ſorts of colors, both taw & wrought, and that in ſuch diics of Peria 
quantity,that a merchant may bcfiow thirty or forty thou» 
{and pounds yezrly,as allo all maner ſpices & drugs,pearls 
diamonds,and rubies, hkewiſe carpets of divers ſorts, with 
diucrs other rich merchandizes,the prices of which Ithink 
not meet to {et down,becautc of their 1ifing & falling as the 
market goes. ln cxchange of which comodities, we areto 
carry thither tit: & copper and braſlel;as allo carfiesfor the The commo.. Þ 
COmmuon Pe ople,b1 oade cloth tor the mercaants, & bet- —_— 
ter fort of people, blacke cloathes for womens garments z England incor 
good chamlets & vcluers died in graine, with purple co- Periia, þ 
lours and fine reds;cloath of gold and tiſfſue,yeluets, imbroi- f 
dered with gold; fine holland cloath for the king and Sul- 
tanes,dags and piltols,complete harnc fl-s, targets of licele, 
ſhirts of male, ttonebo wes, bruſhes and ſuch like, 

The only colors of clot} which are to be ſent, are skarlets, The colou 1 

SO, . colours of 
viOIEtS 1N grainegnhne reds,blacks, brown blewes, London cloath to be ſ 
ruflets,taunics, [.jon colors,faire lively greens, & the like, ſenriato Pers? 
I am per{waded that any honeſlfaQor refiding in (asbin fia, | 

| 


2 


may venta thouſand cloathes yearly,wherof the V enetians 
haue good expcricnce, But to leaue this noble countrey of 
Hircania,we will againe come to Casbin a principall Ciric 
ia Media,where we [taycd hifteene daics. From. 
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From Casbin we ſet forwards to the great and populous 
Citie of Hrſpaan, lodging cucry night eyther in a Perſian 
village, or in a faire Caine built of (tone, where we found 
all kinde of proviſion neceſſarie for our ſelues and bcaftes 
trauailing fxe or ſeauen in a company : company ſufhci- 
ent, by reaſon of the great peace and tranquilitie , which 
the Perſians live in aboue the Twrkes z and fo having 
ſpent fixe daies, wee arrived at Com a verie ancieut 
Citie, 

This Citie is called by Prolomie, Guriana , and was (o 
great in times paſt, that the inhabitants afhirmed ynto vs, 
that when it was in it firfl flouriſhing eſtate, it was twice 
as bigge as Conſtantmople; butit was much ruinated by 
T amerlane, and cuer £3 hath licn in the duſt withour 
repaire, Caſſan carrying away the trade of merchandize 
from her, which was once the Miſtreſle and Ladie there- 
of, It is well ſeated for water and all other neceſſaries,ha- 
uing a ſpacious river running by it, with a fone bridge 
over the ſame : the which we no ſooner paſſed , but wee 
entred into the bounds of Parthia; a kingdome once fa- 
mous, but now ſo mingled with Perſia , that the verie 
name of Parthia is quite extinguiſhed among them. 


Tbe deſcription of PARTHIA. 


His Province in antique writers is much 
} renowmed : Nigro doth call it Coraſſan, 
$ and would haue the metropoliticall Ci- 
&@ tic to be Charras, vnder which he would 
x comprehend the Zagathean Tartars, 
' but herein he is much deceiued,for Coraſ- 


ſan and the Zagathean T artars is very ni gh two moneths 


trauell from Hiſpaan , which is 'the chicte and ſrincipall 
Citic of Parthiaas ſhall be ſhewed in dug time and place, 
| Mer 
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CAlercator and Mmazoidoe call it eArach : and Alphon- 
ſus Hadrianns , Tex, The bounds ot this Prouince Eall- 
ward is on Aria: Southward on the greatdefart of Cara- 
mana: \Wettward on Media: and Northwa 21d on Hirca- 
»ia, The North part is very woody, end compaſied «bout 
with huge mountaines ; cvery plaine 15 incloſed with a 
{cucrallpale of bigh hils bclengmg to the fame : though 
rhe clhmarc heere be Jubiect ro much heare, yer doth the 
count RE penn a'l ſorts of delicate fruits (onlyOtives CX= 
ceptcd ) being warered with many prettie Tiers which 
_ from the mounraincs. 6 

The native people were at the fi:ft a moſt baſe, vile, and 
&bſcure people, d11uenout of the cold countries of 'Sexthia 
at that time,when the Aſcireans and Meds flaurifhe < and 
they continued fv a Jong thmeatier, when the Perfuans'g CA1- 
ned the monarchy tro mute CAledes, yea and after P. 
ander nad conque -red Perſia, they were {: » rude 2nd bar. 
barous, thatno Macedonian Prince W ou: d rake vpon tim 
to be king at Perthia. Bac m proccf]2 of time rhey became 
very ahant,a and great {ouldicrs:toratrer rt! hey {erocd inthe 
Waries one while vnder Exmenes,an0ther winlc vader An: 
t1gonuns, and attcr vader Selewers Nicazor, and then 
vader Aztiechns, commaunders of great account , they 
orew fo famous by their feruice, that finding chemielacs 
ttrong cnongh, they made head avainlt Amnioch #,a04d rc- 
uote dfromnim, maki: ng Fhoye of a king among them- 
telnes,who in ſhort time bro! wht luchrenownerto the Par- 
thians, as that they enla' ped the 1r confines, an1augment G 
their territories 1n ſuch manuer, that Parthia ( ( once det- 
Pp Miſcd and conmemned of the AM acedoing) wi:hin the 
raigreat cight kings becams fole Nady & comnaundeefl: 
ouer all the countries fromthe mountawne Cancaſrs to rhe 
riucr Laphrates: lubduing Perſia, Mears and eAſsra, 
ſacking and d: (poyling the orcat ang W2a. nic Cuic of Ba- 
bytn, mn fo, much that theic tame ſpread vato Rome, a Ci- 
tic that could neutrabide any kingdome or countrey to 


flouriſh 


Y 


The Parthians 
were at the 
tirſt a moſt ſer 
uile and baſe 
people, 
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flouriſh bur it ſelſe, Theſe were they that gaue the great 
ouerthrow to rich Craſſus of Rome, who minding 
more his gold, then the guiding of his armie, was flaine 
himſelte and many thouland Romaxes, the Parthians with 
exprobration ot his thirlt after money powred moulten 
gold into his mouth after he was dead. Againſt theſe great 
Lncullus fought many battels, and the Romanes were ne- 


2 
ner able to bring them quite into {ubiection, vetill eu 


gufties (Ceſar raigned, 

I omit tor brevitic ſake to write any thing of Arſaces, 
the firſt king of Pgribia, whom the Perſians loued fo altue, 
that they honoured him being dead, lurnaming alwaies at- 
tcr himthe kings of Parthza \Arſaces, withno lefle honor 
and glory, then the ( eſars of Reme,the Pharhoes and Pto- 
lomees of Egypt: or of Herodes the ninth king of Parthia, 
who {s much preuailed againlt the Romans o1 ref Phra 
their teath and laſl king » who vnnaturally killed his aged 
father,and put thirtie of his brethren to death, and that the 
Parthians might haue no man icft to to be n ominceactt King 
after him, comm: urded his owne lonne co be put to d Jcath 
likewiſe: or lafily how Augn/t Ceſar by his clemency, & 
Wltice drew this bloody ty rantto ſubmit himſelte and his 
kingdom vnto the Roman MMonarchy,ending thatwithour 
warre, which others could not do with warres, commaun= 
ding' more with a word, then Antenuws who lought it 
with blowes, or Craſſus that ſought it with nis death, Bur 
{cauing theſe matters otantiquirty, we returnwhere we left, 


The deſcription of Cafſan. 


Fter two daies trauecll from { omz, we arriued at (af- 

ſax a principall Citie in Parthia; very tamous and rich 
howtocuer Ortel:#e, and others make no menrtion of it, 
This Cirtie 1s (cated in a goodly plaine, and becauſe it hath 
NO MOUnaincs necre it, but within.a daics 1Qurncy the 
heatc is verie aftidious, as great almoſt as it is in Ormuz ; 
& the 
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CC IPTING ANG arty t is ſooner 11 this cl\mare,then Wn any 
. & 
1 , ” a = $ - ” 
other pa:ts of the Perm gominions. It anteth neither 


* . 4 x ! m, y 
fountaines, {Drinos, nor Gardens, Dut adoundeta with all 
neccflaries whattocuer : png alrogcther in merchan= 


' l ' ' ] "Y % ! , 
C126, and FNC DCLET ade ofal! the land is there, being great- 
: 


” = - FE - - | « " - % ? 'p - las 3 Þ 
' froMmteated witli all { 0 > ot mCercaaints, CiPEclaly OUu?s 
' ' ' | - . A . 6% a+ « . a 
of [:41a, I nc peo JiC Very 1 IOULICIOUS ANA TUFIVUS IN 
Wy , Fo « _— ' - i! ; "% l 
M11 1CISNCCS, Out Decalh ym WCAUNg EIUIES,A7NuG hb: ſhe ef, 11) 


mating Ve} IVets, SALTANS, ; Damasks, very good Ozmnze- 
nes, and Perfran carpets of a wonderfull tinencfle; 1 a 
v ord ics the very Magazeen 50d warchoule of all the 
Peri Cities for theſe ttuftes; 
Het te may you buy all manner of drugs and {; pPIces,, A and 
Turkafles with (1 ore of Pearle, D.am nds, and ! Ruvies; 25 
ailo aJl | O0:ts of lilkes as weil wrouont as raw, IT am pCer- 
{waded that in one yeare there is more lilke brought into 
Caſſar, then is of broad cloath brought inco the Citie of 
Landon, This Citic is much to be commended for the ciuill Cimll and 


and good goucrament, which is there vicd, An id}2 perſon g20d gouerne 
C not petm ited to live amo! £ | e012 the child that 15 but REN 
xeveare old is ſet tolabourtno;} A TOGIIIEN 's 

there ſuttered, 1 & *V 21; a 144V AMONS tem, (relem- 

bungtie E EY Pteair aw winch Diedorus mentionet! JWnCr= 

Oy cucryperion 1s com | led to ge his name c co the NMa- 

9iFiratos, therewith: lect; ng w nat Kinde of lift tc W lizeth, 

z0w he lincth,and what art be exerciteth, And if an y doC 
cl] vatruly 15 eicber well heater on the  fecte. or imploicd 
"nn PUblike {1 241; ry, I Ac orcatclt t aNOYance that this Citic The Pa an | 


5 intelled withiil,ts the ahoundance & multitude of black 1a a> 2ink 
SCOrPLONS , of a 1 EXCECUING orcatnelie, WHICH m ny timcPidlcncllc, | 4 
doc much harme, it a ſpecial} care be not had of them, At 
this Citic Maller /oh2n Mudenall and my teite parted conv 

any - he S9% Talk 12.50 La thor IA TC I; 1'] Indies: and my | 
(cltc tetting torwards to-the great Uille F Hiſpaan,tarce | 


42igs 5 eraucll dittant from Calun, ; 
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The deſcription of Hiſpaan. 
T2 Citie 25 ſome 2ffirme was built by Arſaces the 


firlt King of Parthia, being then called Dara, Burt 
whether ſo or no, isnot much materiall, Sure it is, that 
9 times pal} it was called Ecatompolis, the Citic of a un- 
red gates : and well it may keepe that name (til! nce the 
huge walles ofthe ſame containe in circuit an caſte dajes 
journey on horſe backe, and is become the grearelt} Citic 
11 all the Perfan doirinions : which, 1s fo much the more 
magnified and made populous; by reaſon of the kings re- 
france therein, For there is the ſupreme place of iullice; 
all matters of importance haue recourſe to this place ; all 
Ambaſladours of Princes , and Agents of Citics, make 
their repaire thither; and ſuch 3s aſpire and thirſt atcer of- 
tices andpreferments runne thitheramaine with emulation 
and diſdaine at others : and in a word thither are brought 
the revenewes that apperraine to the crowne,and there are 
they diſpoſed out againe, By all which meanes this Citie 
hath wonderfully jacreaſed and appopulated ic {elfe with» 
in theſe flue and twentie yeares. 

Very ſtrong is this Citie by ſituation, compaſſed about 
with a very great wall, and watered with deepe channels 
of running ſprings, conueighed into it, from a part of the 
Coronian mountaines, which are as awal inacceſſible abour 
jt. On the North fide is erected a (irong Fort or Callie, be- 
ing compaſſed about witha wall of a thouſand and ſeauen 
hundred yards, and in the midfi thereof is built a tower 
or rather a ſtrong keepe, ſundrie chambers and lodgings 
therein, but Nored with little Ordonance. On the Wefl 
fide of this Citie Randeth two Seraglios, the one for the 
King, the other for his women z Pallaces of great fate 
and magnificence, farre exceeding all other proud buil- 
dings of this Citie : the walles gliſter with red marble and 
pargeting of diuers colous, yea all the Pallace is paued 
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with checher and teiſeled wbrke,and on the ſame is ſpread 


carpets wrought with filke and Gold : the windowes « 


Alablaſter, white marble,and much other ſpotted marble; 
the poſes avd wickets of malic Juory checkred with gli. 
tering b lacke Ebony, fo cvriovfly wrought in Ray 
knots, as may cahier Nay, th.cn fatisfhc the eyes of the w 
arin e7 bc nol F f. 
Nocre vato thi is Pallace, is + garCen very ſpacious and 
laroe, all fl vrifh 16 ard braviitu'l, repleniſhed with a 
thouſand uaury | inds of « oratfts, nes, and lweetc {melling 
plants, among whichthe : \lly, the B yacinth, the Gilly= 


The kings 
gardcn, 


flower, the Roſe,the Violer,the flower-r entle,and athou- ' 


ſand other odoriterous flowers doe yecld a molt pleaſant 
and delig hifull fight to all beholders, There arc a thou- 

Thy fountaimes, and a thouſand brookes ; among themall, 
as the father of thee all,a prertie river, hich with his mild 
courſe and deljghtiome noiſe doth deuide the garden from 
the Kings Pallace ; neither is this carden ſo ſtraitly lookr 
vnto, bur that both the kings {ouldicrs and Citizens, may 
and doe at their pleafures oftentimes on horſe backe re- 
paire thither corecreate themſclues ia the ſhadowes and 
walkes of thoſe gre-nes, 

And as a gard for the eate of this ſumptuous Pallace, 
the king keepeth certaine orders of {ouldiers : wherof the 
molt noble and the greatefi in number are called Charchz, 
which ate as it were -the kings Penhoners , being eight 
thouſand in number, all of t them deuided winder ſcucrall 
Capraines : which Captaines doe yeeld obedience to the 
generall Capraine called Churchi-Baſsa, a man alwaies of 
great autho. ity,” Next vnto this order is another called E- 
ſahul, to the number of a thouſand, diſtinguiſhed alfo vn- 
der particular Capraines, and the chiefe Captaine is called 
Eſah#l-B aſſa. All theſe are naintained by certaine townes 
and villages, which are feudataries to the crowne of Per- 
fsaz and they recciue at certaine times of the kings armour, 
horſes, apparrell, and tents, cuery one as he is in place and 
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degree: with this (trong garriſon is the King daily atten- 
ded vpon, and maintaincth the Maictlic of lis Court, ef- 
peciaily when be riderh inprograce. 

And or the gouernment of this Citic, there is defhdes 
ene K mg an id the Prezce tiwelue Sultancs, but three ClIpCCi» 
ally arc appointed by the King, for the oenerall QOUCTNC- 

ment of the whole Em; "ire , having. their teucrall di- 
[hnetcharges. One hath the carc of all martia'l afaircs 


throughout the kingdome: and the other two recejuc all 


the reucencw es, keeping a1 account thereof, which two 
we may call Treafurers, Next voto thele are the e Mer. 
dari, rwo great Chancellors , whole ofhce 15 to write all 
Orars, commaundements, and letters concerning the 
goucrnment of the ki 1gdo! me 2 one of them keeperh the 
Seqle. and the other the Pen. Bciides thefe there are two 
{ addr, that istwo Iudges, who make an{were and | viuc 
lentencc oncly In matters of controuerl:c - C1IU1:1 C 'UaTre 
rels : br {Tas touching Ctimin: all cat ules . they | nauc no fur- 
ther authority, then to ſrame examinations of witnd Ig 
= to make declaration the reotyv bich tlcy callthe S1ee!, 
2414 this Sy: 4 ' the \ delinc rvpintot Wc hands of the Swult ax; 
tilat is either eoucrncur ot the Criic,or cite ofthe Emp Ire, 
ard ne caulc thy XCcutiOn to bc done 2 accoruinge toculione, 
And looke as Hiſt _ s couerned,lo othir Citits haucthe 
icite fame Magilirates , all bews at the kings diſpoſition 
and appointme ts 

Concerning th xe Church goucrnment, there is inthis Ct. 
tic firſt the chiefe of the law whom they call the Muſtaed- 
diri, a wicked and d prop Hane Pricſt : and inthe other ſubs 
1e$&t Cities = certiinc pecuhar heads , obedient to this 
chicfe Prictt, who are nor choſen and dilplaced at his plea- 
jure, 25 tae popiſh Biſhops are by the Pope,but| dy the king 
himlelte, who 1s not onely a King , but a Pricſl, as Afaho- 
met and eAly were, Butto auoid tr ouble, the Kiag o OF As 
terh that fatour,a and putteth ouer that burden from him 
ſelte ynto others; to whole judgement ,he alſo referrerhy 


himſcite, 
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himicltc, whenloener any contultation is couching their 
law or prophane ſuperlhtion , Vader this great Prieſt 
are Califes,and thele doe daily execute fernice in the Aof- 
che*s 01 Temptes, The cbicte cf thele Calrfes ts he that ane 
teth the horne vpon the Kings head, when he is firſt inthro- 
nized, Aceremony once pertorined in Cafe neere B, thyler, 
bur ſince My Arr the Turk:ih Emperor won Aſviria from 
the Perſian, it hath beene ſometimes performed in { asbin, 
and fometines R Hiſpaan. 

Finally the1nhabitants cf this City do much relemble the 
ancitt Parthians in divers things 5. bu: [pecially 1N their Cons 
tinut'l riding. They ride on/hor! eback for the molt part,on 
RY th 4 ey high t with the enemy Mey CXecute al affairs 

wel publike 25 privar on horſebacke,they go from place 
to top! ace on horleback, they buy and lell, and on horſebacke 
they conferre &talke with one another; and the difference 
betwcene the: Gentleman and the laue is, that the ſlaue 
neuer rideth, nor the Gentleman neuer g!' rh on foote, 

Behdes the nature of this people: is arrogant, ſeditious,de- 
ceitfull, ard very vaquict, but that the hercanedle of their 
nature is much refiraincd by the kings leucre gouerne= 
moenic, 

To ſenſuality they are much inclined, having three ſorts 
of women, asihec y terme them, Viz. bone brontrts halte 
honelt w ome! 1 aa" | courtezans: ind yet they chaſtice no _ 
on ce with like'extremity as adultery, and that as well i 

the halle honeſt woman, as in the hoaehs. 

| aft of all th: Y are full of crattie {tratagems , and are 
breakers of their promiſe (a vice that is very inbred in all 
Barbarians.) Noc content with any mans gouernement 
long - and louers of noueclties, For teffimonic whereof 
wee may 2uouch thole ancient poy lonings & wicked trea- 

cheries which were plorted not onely by ſubiectes againfl 
» es {oueraignes,but allo by children again(t their natu- 
rall parents, for the name of farber were in fo {mall eſt- 
mation with thoſe fttic ſous of Artaxerxes, that with one 
conſent 
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conſent, they all con{pire tro murther tm. The which 
monfſtrbas impietie cucr [incehath Deen praftifed 1n this 
nation, ſomerimes the father with the ch}; irea ſometimcs 
the children with the father, and fometimes rhe children 
with one another, For inftance whereof wo may take eA- 
tas that now reigneth , who being gowernour of Ter: 
\\ bilit his father raigned , did not onely conſpire to have 
T | his. eldefi brother Emirbanze, thic hopeful eft Prirce 
thatener was in Perſia, tobe bcrraicd into the lands of the 
_  Tirki ſh generall in the yeare 1526 , but allo by force of 
- moncy andy oitts , perſwaded one of Is owr, e Eunuches to 
The Peifan Mil him; who was noſoonercorru pred, put his trca'on mn 
Prince flaine pradice, « -nd vpen a fo: daine in the might time, as he flepr 
by one of his on his paller, {iroke him through his bodice witha launce: 
own Euzuchs, and {o the m: oſt reſplc ndent ang bright ſhining Lampe chat 
cucr was in Perſia, was vtterly extinguiſhed, And notcon- 
tent with this impictic towards his brother , G&1d ſhortly 
after condefcend, ( as the full report gocth ) to hauc his a- 
ged father Mahomet ſurnamed Codbar: dapoyloned with- 


out either regard of his fatherly maicſtic, or 1cucrence ts 


The impieryel age, or naturall pietic, that fo he might aſcend into the 
Abas King of ,* pieuie, 3 | | 
Perſia. kinSdome, Infinite alſo are the calamities, which he hath 


brought (fince he came to the crowne ) on the houles of 
the anceint Perſian Nobihtie, 

Notwith{tanding howſocner by the ſhedding of much 
bloud hewas ſaluted King ,Ypon thc dearh of his !ather,yet 
hath he ſo carried the matter, that now heis exceedingly 
brloued and honoured of his ſubicAs , in ſo much thr 
when they will confirme any thing by folemne oathes they * 
will ſweare bythe head of Abs the king, and when they 
wiſh well toany man, they viuzlly lay , "King > Abas grant 
thee thy defire, 

The deſcrip This Prince is verie'abſolute both in perfeion of his 
a of the | + Þodie, and his minde, ( bur that he is in religion a profeſ. 

[at ſed Mahumarine) excellcntly compoſed m the one, and 

|  honourablic difpoſed'inthe other, Of an indifferent ſta. 
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rure , neither to high , nortolow, His countenance Ve=- 
rie flerne, 1s ey es fierce and piercing, his colour ſwarffy, 
Ins multachces on his vppcr lin long, with his beard cut 
clole to his chinne, exp ref{10g his mantiall di: polition, 
and cxomravke nature ,. what at the fit {t a man would 
thinke to have nothing wbim, but miichiefe :nd crucltic, 

And vet he iSot nature courteons, and affable ,cafic to be 
wk and- 4poken witha!l: his manner is to dine openly in 

the company of his greateſt courtiers , delighting much 
1n haw king and hunting accompanied with his nobilitie, 
and the Ambaſſadors of forrhine Princes, He will ofcen- 
times runne, lcape, and prove watleries with his chicte 
courtiers, being hin.ſelt ca moſt exccllent horfeman and 
cunning archer, 

-:1tually eucry morning he vifiteth his flables of grea 
horſes, ard according ro an oid cullome of the Perfan 
kings, the ſoulaters of bis court (before mentioncd ) doc 
receiue horles at his hands, as he 1s in place 'and degree. 
And theſe their horſes are of ſingular verrue, equall with 
thoſe of the old time, which as Strabo writcth ) were 
accullomed to be fed 2nd brought vpin Armenia tor the 
kings " Theyare wonderfull fwitt in courle, fierce in 
battel!, long breathed and very docible : when they ar C 
vn{adied, thy are gentle and mite, but when they are ar- 
med, they are warhike, hardie, and manageable, cuen at 
the pleaſure of the ridcr,, And I have ſeenc of chem fold 
for a thou'and,and lomtimcs athoutand and {ixe hundred 
duckates a pecce, 

Atter he hath viewed his horſes, he paſſeth into his Ar- 
mory,certainc buildings neere vnto his Pallace, where are 
made very lirong Cnr:. iſſes ,or Coriclets,headpceces & tat» 
gets, moſt of them ableto keepe out the ſhor of an ar- 
quebulter, and inuch more to daunt the force of a dart. 
Heere allo the king furniſheth his fouldiers, not only with 
Curiaſles, headpeeces, and targets ; but with bowes and 
atrowes,pouldrones, and v gautlets, and with launces made 


of. 


The Perſian 
hor les very 


good, 


The weapons + 
of the Perſian 
ſouldicrs. 


— —— 


The Preachers Tranels. 


The kings cx- 
erciſes 1a the 
 Alt-maidan, 


m—_ 


of good aſh,armed at both ends ; with Scimatars & ſhirts 
of maile,moſifiaely & ſoundly tempered, wherewith boch 
themſelues and their horſes are defended intime of warre, 
By this time hauing ſpent molt of the forenoone, he rc. 
turneth againe into his pallace,and there remains till three 
of the clocke in the afternoone,, at which time he makes 
his entry into the eAt-Maidaan, which i; the great market 
place or high ſtreete of Hiſpaan: round about this place 
are erected certaine high {caffolds, where the multitude do 
firto behold the warlike exerciſes performed by the King 
and his courtiers, as their running and leaping, their ſhoo. 
ting with bowes and arrowes, at a marke both abouc and 
beneath, their playing at tennis, all which theyperforme 
on horſebacke with divers moe too long to write of, Jn 
this place alſo is to be ſeenc {euerall times in the yearethe 
pleaſant fight of fireworks, of banquets, of mulickes, of 
wralllings, and of whatſoeuer triamphes elle is there to 

be ſhewed, for the declaration of the ioy of this people, 
Beſides, the King very often in this place, in the preſence 
of the Princes and Peeres of the Realine, will giue iudge- 
ment in divers cauſes : much like varo the ancient kings of 
France, who vicd ordinatily to heare the [complaints of 
their ſubics ; but of late yeares the more the pitie, they 
haue committed this bulineſle vnto the conſciences of ſub» 
ordinate officers, hearing by other mens cares, and ſeeing 
by other mens cyes, well nigh concerning all their affaires: 
which courſe the Perſian King holdeth ncither good nor 
cofortable for the peeple,nor yer by any means to further 
Iufiice, And certainly,where ſuch carelcines doth enterinto 
the maicſty of kings,the eflate of the Realme cannot chuſe 
but be weakned,& the maiefly royal :mbalſed,ſothat in the 
ead(1t might be ſhewed)the peoplehaue not refuſed toriſe 
avainl(t the perſon of the king, & ſomtimes to murder him. 
To be briete inthe cxecution of juflice he is very ſevere, 
as well to the greatelt as to 'the meaneſt, not ſparing (as 
udges, 


might bc ſhewcd) to hang vp his chicfe Cyddior 1 


_—_— —_ 


v ACT 


—_———— 


The Preachers Trauels.. 67 


—C_@. 


—_ 


— Hd 


when he ſhal perceiue how that vpon bribes & fauonr they 
delay the luits of his ſubieRs, againlt the cleere & manifeſt T1, pecfan 
truth : imitating herein Cambiſes who comanded Siſamnes kings corre- 
-okin for giuing an vyiuſ] ſcntence,to be flead off, and cove- Rionof lud- 
red the 1wdgement ſeat therewith, 2ppointing allo his fon 8£5- 

to iudge in hisplace,to the end that by light thereof, all 0« Hereghing, 
ther judges might be warned, tobe wt and vpright, And 

I have ſeene him many times alight from his horſe, onely 

to doe iuflice to a poore bodie, Beſides he puniſheth thetr 

& manſlaughter lo ſcuerely,that in an age a man ſhall nor { 
heare eyther of the one or of the other; which kind of ſe- 

uerity were very needfull for ſome parts of Chriftendome, 

I will not tay for Englandthough we haue faulted therein) 

but for France cſpectally;where within cen years ſ1xe thou See Lesomby 
ſand gentlemen haue bene ſlaine,as it appears by the kings 45 defuntts 
pardons, $0 that fince king Abas came vynto the crowne, Pane =_ 
ful rwenty yeares & vpwards,the Perſian Empire hath flo- ,,;.,,..46. 
riſh:d in tacred and redoubted laws, the people demeaning " = 
themlſclues after the be{t manner they can, aboundance of 
colle&ions coming plentifullyin, the rents of his chamber 
_ were increaſcdmore then ever they were in his Grandfa« 

ther Tamas his tine, 2rmes, arres, and fciences doe won» | 
derfully profper, and are very highly eſtecmed, 

To this great Monarch,came Sir Anthony Sherley Knight, .. , , 
with fixe and twentie followers,sllgallantly mounted and —_ = 
richly turniſhed ; whole entertsinment was ſo great, that in Perſiz, | 
the Perſrans did admire, that the king ſhould vouchſafe 'T 
ſuch high ftauvur co a neere (tranger withour deſert or tri- 'L 
all of his worth, Ot whoſe bounty, the world may iudge, if | 
hnce within three daies after hisfirſt arrivall, the king ſent ; 
him fortie horſes; furmiſhed with faddles, and very rich 
trappings; foure of them fit for the proper vie of an 
Prince, twelue Cammels tor carriage, together with fixe 
Mules, fourc and ewcatie carpets, molt ot themrich and 
faire, three tents or pavilions, with all other neceſſaries of 


houſe, and laſtly ſrxe men laden with 6luer, 
Sundry, 
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Sundry times Sir eAnthonie had audicnce of the kivg, 
wherein he declared firſt with what perfic Hous dealing,and 
wit] what greedinefle and pride the Tur rkiſh Emperours 
haue alwaies ſet ypon the Chriſtians, and that beg dil 
c narged of the warre with them, he would of all l:xclt- 

hood fer vpon the Perſians, having the {clte ſamc quarrell 
vnto the Perſians, that he hath vnto the Chriſhans : vis. 
an ardent ana nlatiable delire of foueraignry : a fufhci- 
cent motine tor the greedic Turke torepute cuery king,the 
richer that he is, the more his enemic. Afﬀeer that he fer 
torth to the full the prowefle of the Chriſtans, the won- 
dettull preparation, that they could make both at Sea and 
land, perſwading the king with all his power to inuade 
the Turke, then altogether buſed in the waorres of Hun- 
garie,and to recover againe ſuch parts of his kingdome as 
his predeceſſors had loft, Warres he fad were more hap- 
pily managed abroad then at home : that ſince his maiettic 
alone isable to withfland the Turkes whole force and 
power, he needed notnow to doubt of the moſt protpe- 
rous fucceſle,, the Chriflian Princes (by his nieanes ) ioy- 
ning with him, 

He told the King further, that he was much vnmindfull 
of his former lofſes and wrongs, if he thought he toyned 
an afſyred peace, which he ſhould finde to be nothing elle 
but a deferring of one war vnto mre<ruel times:and that 
the Turke if he ſhould overrunne Hwngary, would foith- 
with turne his victorious armes vpon tim and his king- 
dome:the end of one warre (as he faid)was but the begin- 
ning of another; andthat the Turkiſh Empire could ne- 
uer ſlay in one tate and it were good that his highneſſe 
ſhould obſcrue not the Turkes words but his deeds ; and 
how the Orhoman Emperors according to the opportuni- 
tie of the time , hauc yſced by turnes, ſometimes force, 
ſometimes fravude as beſt {erued their purpoſes, 

He wiſhed alſo the king, that at length this his deceit 
might manitcll it ſclfe ynto the world ; and though in for- 
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mer times, there were lometimes wanting will, and ſome- 
times occalion to vnite their forces, yet now he hoped that 
by an imployment from his Maicſtic to the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces,that they would combine themiſelues for their common 
oo0d avgainltthe common cnemic; and that it concerned 
no leſſe his Highnes,then the Chriliians to haue the power 
ef the great Turke abated: & this raking vp of armes ſhould 
be for the good of his Maiefty, howloever the watre ſhould 
fall out,if wel,he ſhould then recouer what his predeceſſors 
before had loft, with much more that was the Turkes ; If v- 
therwile yet by voluntarie entering into armes to cCountc= 
navce himieltr, andto giue the Great Turke occaſion to 
thinke that he feared him not, waich was (as hee ſaid) the 
onely way to preſeruc the common fofetic, 

Many tych tpeeches paſled trom Sir Amthowy,but moſt of 
the chiefe counleliours were ubſtinatcly bent agaiall it at 
the ſir{t;howbeit the King being fil' anumared by his forci- 
ble perfwaſions, and his Generall, Olier-chan a Georgian 
Chriſtian furthering the bulines in the end with therethof 
his Counccll contented thereto; and fo Sir” Anthony within 
three moneths after his firl} arriuall, was diſpatched to theſe 
ſeucrall Princes: viz.. to Vueene Elzabeth of fanous mee 
morie; to King [ames our dread Soueraigne; tothe French 
King,to the Emperonr,the Pope,the King of Spaine, the Se- 
nate of Venice, and the Duke of Florexce, with Letters of 
credence,and very rich and bountitul! preſents;ro conclude 
a generall peace among themlclues,and berweene the Per- 
han and our Chriſtian world, 

The chicfe things that the Per//an requeſied of the Chri- 
Nians was ; that they would ſend him by the way of Syria, 
men $kilfull in the cafting of great O:dinance, an Engine 
once hated of the Perhans , who held ic a finne and ſhame 
to exerciſe ſo cruel] a weapon agaiuftmankiad: yet nowe 
knowing by woſull experience , of what moment it is in a 
ſet barteN, the King did {pecially require 1uch men as were 
$kiltall therein, having matter enough within his Domini- 
ons whereof to caſt therh: that they with an armie by land, 
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in the meane time himſelfe co fill Aſia the lefle with his ar- 
mie, and that if they would be in the field three moneths,he 
would be xe monethes :'& if the Chriſtian Priaces would 
bring an hundred thouſand fighting men into the fizld, hee 
would bring two hundred thauſand,and fo they ſhould giue 
vato themſclues a faire occation to recouer both by land & 
ſea,all ſuch places as they had before ioft,cither in Hungari- 
4, or ypon coall of Peloponeſus and Greer, | 
But how well Sir Anthony behaved himſelfe in fo waighty 
anegoriati6, 1 leaue to the world to iudge of:fure I am tha 
for his fidelitie therein, hee left, his brother Maſter Robert 
Sherley a worthy gentleman as a pledge for his returne out 
of Chriſtendome, accompanicd with five Engliſh men, viz., 
honeſt Captaine Powell, [ohn IV ard, lohn Parrot who after= 
wards died in Lahor, being in Maſtcr Z1:denals company ; 
one Brookes who is gone for the Eaſt Indies; and an Engliſh 
eunner, whoſe name I doc notjuell remember, who was 
Maine by an Italian in the way to Coraſſan, All theſe at the 
firſt were very kindly intreated by the King, and received 
large allowance;but after two yeares were fully expired, and 
no newes of that great and important Ambaſſe; and the 
King perceiued that Afabomer the.great Turke beganne 
now to hauchimin icaloufic,and that the whole warre was 
like ro lie yppon his owne necke , without any helpe from 
theChriſlians,he began to frowne on the Engliſh,notwith- 
ſtanding Maſter Sherley through his good deſert, ſoone 
pained the Kings gracious fauour againe, And as evident 
lignes thereof obrained of the King treedome of conſcience 
for all Chriflians throughout his Dominions: allowing alſo 
his houſe, to be the onely harbour and receite for all poore 
Chriſtians that trauaile into thoſe parts, And farther, the 
King to manifefihis loue , gaue him out of his Seraglion in 
Marriage, a Ciraſsian Lady of greatcfiecme and regard, But 
that hee ſhould haue a child in Pers, and that the King 
(a protefled enemic to the Name of our blefled Saujour ) 
{hould bee the Godfather; this certainely is more fitte 
for a Stage , for the common people to wonder at, then 
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torany mans priuate ſtudies, 
Notwithſtanding, if we do rightly conſider on the one 
hde,the great power &preparation,tnat the Perſian is able 
to make againſt che great Turke : and on the other fide the 
miſerablg captiuity of many thouſands of poore Chriſtians 
that are lubieC& vnto the Turkiſh tyranry,we cannot denie 
but that both the Emballcics of Sir Anthony Sherley,& alſo 
of M. Robert his brother are of great importance, & that a 
combinatio of lo great forces together would ſoone haue 
deliucred many poore Chriſtias of their miſeries,the world 
of 1 ignominy, & mankind of that monſter of Turkiſh ty- 
ranny,that hath toolong raigned & laid the earth deſolate, 
As tor the firſt, the ſtrength of the Perſian conflifteth now 
in three kinds of ſoldiers: the firft are the ſoldiers of his 7Þ< great n 
court,to the number of ninc thouſand, as we ſaid before. — y 
The ſecond kinde are ſuch , who by cuftome and duty a : 

, y y are ablero make 
bound to ſerue him in his wars, & thele be his ancient gen- againſt the 
tlemen of h's country, who hold lands & poſſeſſions deſce.. Turke. 
ded vnto them from their anceſtors,or holden by the gift 
of the king; theſe are ſent for in time of wars, & arc of duty 
bound to performe ſuch hke ſeruice,as the gentry of [tah, 

France,& Spain do ynto their Soueraigns:thele do amount 

(fince Abas came to the crowne ) very nigh to forty thou- 

{10d,moſt of them come well armed, the refit content them-y 

ſelues with headpeeces & Tacks, and vie for their weapons 

cither horſmen (taues or bowes, which they can moſ{ cun- 

ningly handle, diſcharging their arrowes alſo, very neere 

vato that they ayme at, eithcr forward or backward, The 

third fort are ſuch as are {cnt vnto. him from the Princes 

and neighbours his confederates: and theſe are commonly 

ſent fromthe Princes of Iberia, Albania,and the countries 

bordering vpon Media and eArmenia : who being halte 

Chriſtians,beare a morcall hatred againſt the Turke, | 
Beſides the King hath vnder his dominions,theſe great = coAntriei 

& famous colitries, Sernarra,otherwile called Atropatia,& "ys toP 


ſome part of Georgia,theſe countries ſince the yeelding 'p 
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of T awrtis, hauc voluntar!! y yeclded vp themſclues vnder 
his proteCQion; Beſides Media the great, Ghet! an cr Gely, 
Maſſandran or Hircama : tPartbis, Ars :, Candahar, Her, 
Coraſſin, Farſi ,or Perſia with the (carama? 4497 deſert, 
as allo the Kingdome ot Lar, which fronticrs on Ormux: 
Prouinces ſo great and Jarge , that in ancient times were 
able with their multitudes to courr the face of the carth, 
21d co drinke the ti 1ers dric, And ro make himſelf: more 
firong, within the bowels of his kingdome, he hath tub. 
ducd the Twrcoman nation, that were rebcllicus in Ins fa- 
thers time; 25 2 (fo he hath rvinated the houſcs of moſt of 
his arcientnobilitic; as of late Amet-chan Lord of Ghlei. 
lan, Ruſt. »y fM:r zethe King of Candabar, Emin - Miran 
the | ordot left, and Ebrain-chan the gouvernour cf Lay, 
who would ncucr in his fathers time Mſabomer- Codiband s 
Icnd in their aide againf} the cruel enqnics of their com- 
mon liberty, but im peach and molef{ their ſoveraigne, as 
much as they could, leaning many times the poore Kit 192 to 
eſcape with his life, But now ti ec Ki: e hathdrawne all; the 
aforementioned Prouinces into his owne poſi:flien; ard 
1s able ro carry all his force clrere without Interruption, 
which at the lcafl may be two hundred thouſand (iro! ng 
and bereer, 

And for bis ſouldiers they are for the moſ? par: yery va= 
lo rousand noble,which A ny comparcd with the Turi{h 
people (who for the mol? parc are very 1alcall, of vile race) 
arc by good rioht very high! y to be cl!cemed, For the na- 
ked Turk hc r{e-manis 10t to be co mparcd with the 
Perkan min at mes; who comes into the held armed 
with aftrong Crrras, \ far e head peece, anda good target: 
whereas t! heTurkir Europeian horſemen, altopether na- 
ked, vic only a ſquare or crooked buckler, wherewith they 
doe icarce! ly coucr chemliclues: and the Afar horſemen, 
bucklers mace of ſoft reeds, wound round , and couered 
with ſome kinde of flke, Againe, the Perfian horleman, 
weareth his poudrqus and ganlcts, and beareth a flaffe of 
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good Aſh, armed at both ends, fighting with then1 as oc- | 


caſion ſerueth at the fiaffe, after the manner of the Nami. 
drans,and with doubling and redoubling their often thruſt 
from on high, doe calily wound or kill the ynarmed Turks 
with their horſes : whereas the Turk ſh horſeman, af- 
ter the manner of the Grectans. doe couch their tlaues in 
their ret, and fo that the fiſt courſe moft commonly break 
thc (ame, being made of light are brittle fire, and fo 
preſ:ntly come to their icimarars or horſeman mace,being 
1" all other things farre inferiour to the Perſian man at 
armes, And forthe Turkiſharchers on horſebacke,, they 
arc jn no reſp: & to be compared with the Perſrans, who 
are well mounted and ſurely a'med , viing both greater 
and fironyger bowes, and ſhooe more deadly arrowes, 
making {mall account of the Turkes, So that all chings 
well confiered, the Perſian is now able to deale in field 
wich the great 7 #wrbe, hauiny both numbers of ſouldiers, 
good ſtore of ſhot, and other warlike furniture, as alto 
(hich is the chicte(t Ray of a Rate) obediencedf his ſub- 
ies. And verily when Perfig was at the weakeſt, had not 
the Turkiſh Emperours Selympes, Solyman, and eAmmurat, 
beene allured cither by treaſon, rebellion, or inteſtine dit- 
cordes, they would neuer haue taken that warrein hand, 
And ſo much of the Perhans forces, 

And as for the miſerable thraldome that the poore Chri- 
flians doe endure ynder the Turkiſh tyranny, we (thanks 
be giuen vnto God)in theſe Northerne parts ofthe world 
may behold with ſafety, bur nor withourpitie , when we 
riohely confhder , how that the people among whom 
our Saviour himfelfe converſed,at what rime his beaucitu!l 
Reps honoured this workd, with thoſe Churches in Grecra, 
which his Apofiles ſo indefirioufly planted, fo caretully vi- 
ſited, ſo tenderly cheriſhed , inftcuRed, and confirmed 
by ſo many peculiar Epifiles, and for whom they fent vp 
ſo many feruent prayers, are now become a cage of vn» 
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with his Caraam, and CMahomet with his Alcoran , are 
Lords of thele places. So that no:v the Grecians haue loft 
their liberty, ( which their anceſtors had mauy times be- 
fore, to their immorrtall praiſe , worthily detended againſt 
the greateſt Monarches ofthe world ) and are now fo de- 
generate, by the meanes of che Turkiſh oppreſſion, that in 
all Grecia 1s hardly to. be found any {mall remembrance of 
the ancient glory ghcreof : Inſomuch that whereas they 
were wont to account all other Natios barbarous in com- 
pariſon of themſelues,they are now become no lefle barba- 
rous then thoſe rude nations whom they betore skorned, 
Infinite are the miſcrics, which they from time to time 
haue endured vnderthe Turkiſh tyrants ; and ſo great hath 
beene the fury of that barbarouus Nation, that no tongue 
is able to expreſle, er pen deſciibe, For what tongue is 
able to expreſſe the miſeries that the poore Greckes in- 
durcd,when the imperiall Citie of Conitartmople was ta- 
Ken and ſpoiled by Mahomet the great in the yeare 1453. 
when the cruell tyrant could not content himſelte with the 
ſpoile and riches of that faire Citic ; but cauſed alſo, as he 
ſatc feaſting with his Baſſaesand great commaunders, moſt 
ot the chiete Chriſtian Captaines, both men and women 
(of whom many were of the Emperors line and rac«) to be 
11 his preſence put to death: deming his fealt much more 
fatcly and magnihcent, by ſuch « fluhon of Chritt1i bloud, 
There might a man haue ſeene the poore Chriſtian cap- 
tives driven vp and downe, by the mercilefle foldiers, as if 
they had beene droues of catell, or flocks of ſheepe, Ir 
would haue pittied any firong, heart, to have ſcene the 
noble Gentlewomen and great Ladies, with their beauti- 
full children, who flowed 11 all worldlf* wealth and plea- 
ſure, to become the poore & miſerable bond{laucs otrmoſt 
balc and contemprible raſcals, who were fo fart o 1 ſhew- 
ing them avy pity,as chat they delighted 10 nothi7g more 
t1ento heape more & more miſery ypon them, making no 
mare reckoning ot them then ot dogs. There might the Pa- 
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childre of the parents,the husband might ſee the ſhameful 
abuſe of his wite, & the wite of her husbid,& generally one 
friend of another:yca ſuch was their malice to the Chriſtian 
faith, that they couerted the temple of Sophia built for God 
ro be honored in,into a [table for their horſe s,making it a 
place for the exccutio of their abhominable & v aſpeakable 
filthinefſe : yea the image of the cruc! hxe they alſo tooke 
down,& pur a Turks cap vp6 the heag thero? &loſctit vp 
& ſhot ar it with their arrow es, & afterwards in great deri- 
ſion carrid it about in their campe,as it had beene in pro- 
ccſhon,with drums play ing before It, rayling & i; pitting at 
;r ,& calling 1 it the God of the C hriſtians] which 4 note Doe 
ſo mnch donein contempt of the1 1mMagecs,as 1m defpight of 
(rift & the Chriſta religion. Neitlier haue t hey commit= 
ted theſe outrage, & mor{trous cruelties in Grecia a'one, 
bur in other parts of Chrifiendem alfo:as [raly hath ſundry 
times taſted of their crue)l incurſions & bloudy invalions, 
Beſides Sernia Bulgaria,T ranſtuania, Mol: dania, &V ala- 
<<: a do groane vnder the V oke of Trak! ith ty ranny: * W hat 
ſhould L write of Fnmgartia that roy 21! | kingdome, fince in 
the rai one of one Turk: ſh Emperour{Imeane So/yman the 
maenificent )rhe number of thoſe which wereſlaine , and 
caricd :1nto milerab'e coperrty vere welnghtwo hun red 
thouſand Hungarias.So ſpoiled Ghareved 1a this kingdom 
by the Turks thatit may ivel breed analtoniſhmct not only 
tothe neivhbor countries adioyning, but to otners | urther 
remote, So that to wind vp * all in a word, there iz now to 
be {cence yn 1thele Chriſtiicountries, which the great Turke 
poſiefleth, nothing but triumphs ouer Chryſ?,& Skornersot 
his religion: infolencies and vio! the profcl- 
(ors ;extortions and OP 1refiions © ti1ctr cO0ds 2 4. 
pines and murder} ngs 5 vpon the 1 ery loules of their chil- 
dren,acaſetob e waile d withtcares of bloud by all Chrifha 
harts that know it:hearing the onely anchor & (tay ot Erhcar 
ſoules {our blefle d Saniozr)daily derided &blaſphe; ned < 
the pride of the Turks, Indeed ir were a (mall thing, itthe 
Turks extorhos ere onlyon their goods & labors, orifthe 
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bodies and liues of thoſe poore Chriſtians, were onely wa- 
ſed and worne out in his workes and ſlaucries,it might be 
ſuffered, tor goods are tranſitory, and death the end of all 
wdrldly miſeries, 
tne of Bur to be forced ( as thoſe poore countries are ) to pay 
ſoules paide #3 fribate alſo of Joulesto wicked 1{ahomet, to haue their 
yearly by the deareſt children both ſonnes and daughters ſnatcht out of 
Chriſtiansto their parents boſomes, to be brought vp in his impious 
me _ abhominations, &to be'1mploied(aftcr they areſobroughe 
in vp) in wurdering their fathers and mothers that begar 
them ; and in rooting out that faith wherein they were 
borue and baptized, and which onely were able to bring 
their ſoules into happineſle, This ſurely is a calamity in- 
ſupportable,and which crieth out vato Ged in the heauens 
for relicte, 

I will ſay no more touching this matrer, but even wiſh 
withthe humble petition of a minde pierced with griefe, 
ro the iuſt Judge of the world, Redeemer of mankind, and 
S anionr of his people, to calt downe his pititull eyes vpon 
thoſe nations; to behold on the one hide his rriumphing 
herce enemies perſecuting without mcaſure; on the other 
his poore ſeruancs troden downe,and perſecuted withour 
helpe, hope, or comfort ztO diflolue the pride and POWCcr 
ot the one, to comfort the altoniſhed and walting we2ke- 
nefle of the other, with ſome hope of ſuccour and finall 
delivery : To in{pire the hearts of Chriſtian Princes (cheir 

l neighbours) compounding or laying . fide their endleſle 
and fruitleſle contentions,to reuenge their quarrel] again? 
their vaiuſt oppreflors, For certainly if meane Princes 
haue incombred the courſe of the great Turks conqueſt ; 
I Theking of what would nor the vnited Chriſtian forces doe? if we 
11 erl1a 0! late might but ONCCc {ce the olorious bcames of that bright 
zare- hath . ſhining day appeare* 
ge fue 'eve- Which vnion the * Perſian king hath often and inſtantly 
{ | rag ſought of the Chriflian Princes, and that within theſe few 
| witkendome Yearcs, For firll { as we {aid before) he lent Sis eAnthony 
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Sherley a man very wile and valiant, it hee had nor beene 
roo prodigall, After him in the yeare of grace 1605. hee 
ſeat three other {euerall Ambaſſadors one after another : 
viz. Z mel Chan Beg, HMethi Cali Beg, and [us Baſs; Haſan 
Beg. The wwo futt cane direRtly to the Emperour at 
Prage,and the other was (cnt yntothe French King, whoſe 
Embaſkic was for the common good alſo,though it Candad 
the wiſhed ſuccetle. And to thew the greatdefire, that the 
Perſan ill hath, to haue the pride of the great Turke aba - 
ted, he hach ſince imployed Mafler Robert Sherley as his 
Ambaſladour to the tame purpoſe. 

Neuer did Chriſfiendome miſle times of more aduan- 
taye, to have preuailed much againtt the Turke, noc onely 
to ; Ga holden their o:yne ( which they doe not in Huun- 
gary ) bur ro have recovered ſome good part of their loſ- 
ics beforc receiued al'o, And indced true it is that the time 
then well ſerucd for both, by reaton that the great Turke 
was and is (hill croubled with warres both againſt his owne 
rebels, and the Perſian King in A/ia z molipart of his for- 
ces being turned that way. But what availeth opportu- 
nitie without vnitie? For hawſoeuer the Perſian king did 
mttantly requel! of che E-nperour to ioyne with him 1n all 
tre endſhip and brothet ly 1 we, and to continue his warres 
avainlithe great Tirke their common enemy : and alſo 
promilc dthat tor his parc he would neuet lay down armes 

vatill that enemy were brought to nought and defiroyed, 
lo that the Chrittian Princes would on the other fide like- 
wiſe impugne him : and chough che Emperour for his part 
did promiſcto continue his warres, and to raiſe greater 
forces, and allo by letters to ex\1ort and incite the greateſ? 
Chriſtian Princes & Potcntates to extend alſo their power 
againſt the common enery ; yet could hee not effect it, 
neither performe any part of his promile to the Perſian 
King. 
For the next yeare following ( ſeeing the Hungarians 
reuolted from him, and taking part with the Turkes and 
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the Turks with them, and finding himlelte not able with 
ll The reapnes Þis owne power to hold the field aginſt them, much lefle 
T' why thc Emne to maintaine adetenſiue warre,and his friends & allics, his 
rour leaucsthe worted and grearcli aics,then at his grc arcſt Need tofaile 
P. chan king 1n h im) was o1ad to leaue thc Perhanin the 1c 1d co I1s one 
fic!d ro lam- Tr 
<a irengrh, and to conclude a realonable peace w ith Achmet 
cludes aperce, *De great Turke that now raigneth; being no way able 
wit the great Without the great aide of other Chriltian Princes,to with= 
Turke. {tand the hu: 2c and drea ;dful power of th: Othoman k.mpe= 
rour VVhichbe ir ſpol:en without ominous preſage )is to 
be feared, wil t00 truly appeare and maniceſt it ſelie, when 
ſocuer the wars ofthe great T urke,and his Goubles] in the 
Exft with the Per/anbe cnded,he ſhall the again turne þis 
victorious & 1natulth "0 forces,this way tow te io Ce Wet], 
I conc!nde then,that thoſe diftrefled parts of Chrittcn - 
Some parrs of dome which are |: ubicRt to the Turkiſh fury,cannct bu: be 
Chiſtendome much bebold 'ng,b zoth to Sir Anthony Shwley , as allo his 
= n it- forher M.Robert Shirley forthis twenty years peace which 
cbrcd to the 
Sberles. is concluded betweene the Emperovr & ihe great Turke, 
hey being (1 dare be bold ro fay vnder God ) the onely 
meanes that flirred v p the Perſian ki io totake VP armes a- 
gainſt the grear Turke, and to draw by degrees the whole 
warre vpon his 0 ancnecke. therby to tree aid Shue a time 
of breathing to the champions of /eſus Chriſt to retreſh 
the vſelvcs,: a WT 11creaſcthcirforces, A PCace not only well 
pleating to the Emp erour, bur to the Turke a' 10, wWhvno 
tooner heard Tom the the Baſſa of Buda,thatitwas conclu» 
ded,but forthwith concerted fo greatioy, that with anum- 
ber of lanizarics 2nd others, he went from his Pallace in 
Conſtantinople n great magnificence to the Church, to giue 
thanks therfore vnto his Prophet AMahomet, (pending tha 
next day in great (port & pleaſure,purpoling from thence- 
forth to nee ali his force & power tor the ſubduing of the 
Perſian king, But to le aue theſe two great Monarches, the 
onely enemies tothe nameof Chriſt in held each again(} 


the other, I come noyy to my.returne trom thole parts. 
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Auing tooke my leaue of Maſter Robert 
Sherley, and the reſt of my country-men, 
} | left them to the mercy of the king(whoſe 
y bouncie and goodnefle by their returne 
bath plcntifully ſhewed it ſelfe ) and be- 
tooke my lelte to the protection of the Al- 
mightie, to bring me in fattie againe into my owne coun- 
trey : being in my returne, accompanied with one Signior 
Belchior Dios & Croce, an Armenian,Portugall or Portugall 
Armenian; and one ( briſtophero a Greeke, who were tent 
with letters from the gouernour of Goa, to the king of 
Spaine , but loſt afterwards their lives and letters by 
ſhipwracke in the Venetian Golte. 

From Hiſpaan we fpentten dajes trauell to Sras by per- 
ſwvahon ol tome Perſian merchants that were bound for 
eAleppo with vs,trauelling through the very heart of Per- 
f1n cite, paying now and then a Shaughee a peece to cer- 
taine villages in the way, no matter of importance worth 
the rclating till we come to the Citic it (elfe, 


The deſcription of Perſia. 


His country (in which Sirasſtandeth)is now cal'ed the 
Kingdome of Farſr,but in ancient tine the Kin ;dome 
ot Perſia; a kingdome of it ſelte yery large and pacious; 
contiuung Norchwards on Media & Parthia, Eaitward on 
the great defart of ( aremania, Weltward on Sufpana,which 


Strabo maketh a part ot Perſeagand licth betweeac ir; war 
, an 
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No more bur 
fue kings in 
Perſia. 


Darims Medis, 


Cores, 


Eſay.44.28, 


2.Chro,36.22, 
1.E/dras. 1. 
2.-/dras-2, 
Joſeph. Anti,11, 
C4, 1 


* Herode!nt, 


/ 


and Perſia, as ſhall be gechared hercatter, and Sonthward 
on Ormnz and the Perſian golie,containing allo the great 
kinzdome of Lar , whence tie bcft Bezar fiones arc 
brought, 

Very famons is this commrrey : for that it was the firlt 
p! ce, wh "Tf Elm the eldeſt {onic ot Sew dw 4 It. Where- 
by the people of this nation were a Jong time called E/a- 
mis, a5 appearcth by the prophecy of Daniel, who na- 
meth it Elam : as alſo becanſc it was the {eate of thoſe flue 
great Perſizn kings mentioned inthe Scriptures, viz, D a- 
rims Meds ( yrits, Ahufhneroſh, D arras Longmmanns a. 
has Artaxerxes, ard Artaxerxes the third, which was that 
D.rrius hom eAlexand-r the great overcame, For Da- 
rits Medxs his afts and deeds were of fo tmall eftcene 
and regard, that they are not worth the writing. Burt 
concerning Cyr his ſonne in Jaw, many excelient things 
are ſpoken of him : for no King conquered to many king- 
domes as he'did., Beftdes he was in grace and tauour wth 
God : fer by Daniels infliructions he was brought to con» 
fcfle and acknowledge the God of liracl. Ot him d14 E- 
ſay propheſic an hundred yearcs betore his birth : and his 
diligence was fo great in ayding the lewes at:er their cap- 
tiuity viito Jeruſalem, that he tuftcred them quictly to rc= 
turne with wealth and trealure, and commaunded all his 
Princes of Syria and lnbiedts ro fauc ur and ro hclpe them, 
publiſhing a decree for the bunlding vp of their temple va- 
to God, Notwithſtanding this happy and fortunate Prince 
was ſlaine by Tomyris Qieene of the Aaſſogets in Sey- 
thia , who not contentnig her fſelte with the death of 
her enemy, commannded alſo his head to be ſmitten off, 
and throwne into a bole of inans bloud, with this expro- 
bration of his crueltic in killing her ſonne : F'm qm1dens 
meum viuentis & m pugna vittricts filium perdidifi: doto 
captum, at ego te cruore ſaturaro: Goc now , and glutthy 
ſeife with the bloud of men, which in thy life time woul- 
deft neucr be ſatisfied with bloud, | 

Next 
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Next vnto him raigned eAhaſhreroſh , wi;om our wri- Abeflucreſh, 


ters call Xerxes, the Chaldeans Artaxerxes the firlt ( huſ+ 
band to Queene Hefter ) whoſe dominion did extend it 
telfe from india vato Ethropia , ouer an hundred and fea- 
ucn and twenty Provinces, The goodnefle of this king 
was fully proued, at what time the Church was miſerably 
aflited by proud Hama, and hindered by crucl! (amb; 
ſes againlt i a decree of Cyrus : tor he gaue full liberty and 
licence varo the Iewes to build the Temple at Jeruſalers. 
Neuertheleſfle rowards his latter daics, he was very vntor- 
eunate in his warres, being twiſe oucrcome both at ſea 
and land z by which vnfortunate ſucceſle , he that carlt 
while was termed the Terronr of all Nations, became in 
{o generall contempt of all his tubietes , that bath 
himſelfe and his ſonnes were flaine by eArtabanus the 


traitour, ' 


Next vnto him ſucceeded Dariazs Longimans, This Darius Longs- 


Prince was no way behind his predeceflours in pictic and 
deuotion towards God : for he would not by any meanes 
change their inſtitutions concerning religious worſhip, but 
with great beneficence fauoured the lewes. For ia the ſe= 
cond yeare of his raigne the Temple at lernſalens was fink 
ſhed : and in the ſcauenth yeare Eſdras with a number un 
his company returned, 

The laſt King was Art4xerxes the third, whom they 
called by the name of Darius a Prince of great indu(tric, 
and nobleneſle of ſpirit: yer at laft was vanquiſhed by 
eAlexander the great, and (laine by one of his owne kint- 
men, ending his life together with the Perſian Empyre, 

So that now by the co 
kings which was one h 


erroncous expoſition of the Iewes , of the prophecy of 
Daniel, touching the threeſcore and nine weekes to the 
comming of the CMeſriah, The Iewes affirme that the 
ſame prophecic doth not þelong to our Sauiour Chriſt, 


bur 


Iofti:,lib.z. 


MWANKS, 


Darius.” 


utation of the raigne of theſe T1. 72wes 
ed fortic and ſcaucn yearcs, contured, 
we may ealily confute that malicious tergiuerſation and Damel.g.25. 
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The lewes ſur- 
mi'- that the 
Mcethah lwueth 
in the world 
inuhbly, 


Herodo. lb.7, 


As the capti- 
uit:e grew at 
three tunes, 
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was at three 
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bur that it{erded the day wherein the Temple was ouer- 
throwne by Tins: and doe interprete Chriſt ( whom 
Daniel prophecied ſhould be flaine atter threeſcore and 
nine weekes ) tobe Agrmpp4 the laſt of the Herodians ( fur= 
miſing peewſhly that che Mefſiahliueth in the wor'd inuift- 
bly) colouring their groſle errours therein by the falle and 
lying Hiftorics of {ome Greeks and ! atines, who at- 
tribute two hundred yeares and aboue to the Empire of 
the Perſian kings : whereby ſome have beene dri- 
uen to recken the beginning of thoſe weekes after the 
time of Cyr«s,that they may end at the death of our Savi- 
our Chriſt, 

Which falſe Hiſtories to make vp thoſe yeares, name 
more Perſian kings then ever werezas { ambyſesto ſucceed 
his tacher Cyrns; wheras he was but lefcby his father King 
in Perfia, in his expedition into Seythia, according to the 
Perſian cuſtome mentioned by Herodotrs, which was that 
if the King went ourof the countrey with anarmic, hee 
mul} appoint another king to abide in the countrey du- 
ring his abſence, And ſo were Cambiſes and Darivs Hi. 
Saſpis kivgs of Perfia, And whereas ſome Perlian kings 
had two or three names, as Darins, Xerxes, an eArtax- 
erxes,they make ſo many kings; whereas the Scriptures 
ſet downe but the fiue before named , who raigned ( as 
we aid) but one hundred fortic and {caucn yeares, Where- 
upon it falleth out, that whether you beginne to account 
the threeſcore and nine weekes fromthe hr(t yeare of Cy- 
rws, who then determined the Iewes reduction; and as the 
captinitie grew at three times, ſo the returne from the cap« 
tiuitic was at three times, 

For fufi in the ſecond yeare of Cyrus, Zorababell with 
welnigh fiftie thouſand lewes returned, and then laid the 
foundation of the Temple; which was finiſhed the ſe- 
cond yeare of Darius Longrmanus: And many Tewes re= 
maining in Babylon , who for the loue of their poſleſſi- 


ons and chiluren, hauing purchated of the kings of Perſia 
a 
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a forme of a commonwealth , ele&ted ro rthemſclues a 
Prince oi the line of Danid, { whom Origen calleth a 
Patriarch ) calling him «/Echmalatarcham, which fig- 
niftieth the head of the outlawes. Aud in the ſcauenth 
reare of Darins Longimanns, Eſdras with a number in 
his company returned, And lattly in the ewentierh yeare 
of the lame Darins ® Nehemiah with his company de- 
parted, 

So that it falleth out, that whether you beginne to 
account the threeſcore and nine weekes from the firſt 
yeare of (yrus , who then determined the Iewes re- 
duQion ; or trom the ſecond yeare of Darins ( as 0- 
thers will) for that hee confirmed, and put the ſame in 
execution 3 or trom the tweutieth yeare of his raigne, 
for that hee then made a new edict in fauour of Nehe- 
mith,and ſent him into Tewrie. (And not onely the tribes 
of Inda, Leni, and Bemzamin, to the number of thir- 
tie thouſand, but ſome of the other tribes to the num- 
ber of tenne thouland returned alſo into ſewrie by the 
Edi& of thoſe kinges.) Eucry way thoſe threeſcore 
and nine weekes did cnde cyther in the raigne of 
eAngnſtus or Herede, yader whom Chrilt was borne, 
or in the yeare of Tiberius vader whome hce fut- 
fcred. 

Hee that would reade more of the ancient eſtate of 
Perſia , eyther concerning the Royall Maieſtie thereof, 
or the Religion, Lawes, Manners, and Cuſtomes of 
the ſame, or the Miltaric Diſcipline whilett ſhee held 
the world in awe, let him reade Barnabas Briſſonms, 
who hath written three bookes, De Regio Perſaruns 
Primncipats. In the meane time , wee come to deſcribe 
that which wee hauc {eene; returning where we left to 
Siras ancient Perſepolis, 
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The deſcription of Steras ancient Perſepolis. 


His Citie is fitmated on the b:nks of Bryabemin,n great 

and famous river, which courſeth through Perſia, and 
the kinydome of Largand fo emprigth it lelte into the Per- 
hanGo)fe, 2nd was once the Metropolitica!l feat of all the 
kingdowe, vntill of late yeares, H:ſpan hath gained that 
priuiledgefrom her, Notwithſtanding it is large & ſpacious 
cont2ining very neerc ten miles in circuit, and ltieth in in 
the road way which leads from H:ſp1a% to Orme, Plaie 
dd c2ll it capmt Perſicrregni, for fo it was duringthe Mo- 
narchy, the heat Citie ot the Perſian kingdome , which 
continned famons tnany yeares together, beingPufted wh 
the ſpoyles of the whole wor'd : for «A!exanger when he 
rooke it, found in the trealury fortic thovſand talents of 
evld, cucry talent being {xe hundred crownes by Badens 
his computation, And the ſame tame at the requet? of a 
drmken fnwypet he ſet e)1is g2)lant Citric on fire, himlelfe 
being the firſt preſident in that woſull- wiſery , which in 
ſhort time was quite burne dozwne to the ground as Dupe 
ders Sicxlma relateth, Which vahappy miſchance Ons 
ts Curtizs on this manner beuwailtecth : Hunc exituns has 
but Regia totivs Orientis, unde tot Pevies ante 1mra prichant 
patria tet Team, THIcns quor.d # C 4d ITN), Sach 
a miſerable end befell to the ron ell Cir of all the Pad, 
whence fomany Nations did Gerjuc thor Jawes and cus 
fiomes ; which was the ſcare of fo many Kings, and m 
1: wes paſt the onely rcrour of Greece, 

Sorth:tiv and abom this trowne arc ro be feenc the ruw 
ines of many ancient monuments: 25 tao great vates, that 
arc Cxtant one from the other the (pace of rwelue nules, 
which ſhewes the circuite of tizis Citic, as it was 11 the 
t:me of the Monarchy, to be both large 21d ipactons, On 
ine South fade we viewed the ruines of 2 £25tly Pelle e. 
wt dcd as they ay by Kirg Cora, 2 Pata Ia 
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!1ed by e/E hana in his firft booke de anmalibus. cap. 59. 
And on the North fide the ruines of an old Catlle, which 
ſeemes w3s gyrt about with a three-fold wall:the firft wal] 
being foure and ewentic foote high,adorned and bean j te 
with many Twrrets and fpires:the ſecond was like vn:o the 
firſt, bur rwice as highs : 'nd the third was toure {quare, be- 
ing foure ſcore and tn foote high. All fabricated of 
free flone, On each hde were ha clue gates of Braſle, 
with brazen pales ſet before them very curiouſly wrought, 

all which did ſhew the m12gnificence of the founder, "On 
the Eaſt fide of this ruinous Caſtle, ſome foure actes of 
ground dittant, 15a mountaine, on which was erected a 
oo0dly Chappell, in which mef? of the Perſian kings in 
anticke time were intorbed, And though this Citie hath 
erdured fandry mutations and changes, yet 1$1tnotto be 
eltecmed one of the leaſt Cities in Perſia: forout of it in 
fort time is lenied twentie thoitand horſemen well ar- 
med, Be{rdes it 15 one of the greateſt and moſt famous 
Cities of rhe Ext , both for rraffike of merchandize ; as 
#!fo for molt excellent armour and furniture, whick the. 


armorers with wonder!!! cunning doe make of yron- and 

Foole, and rhe war of certain hearbs, of much more no« 

table rep: ant HeautIE, then are thoſe which are made. 
[ 


with vs in Fxr:ze ; not onely Headpeeccs, Curiafles, 
and comniete armonrs , bur whole coparilons for 
narſcs , curioufly- made ef thinne plates of yron and 
(tecle. 

Now by the {irnation of this towne on the river Br 
gamir, a verie profitable trade for the Eaſt Iadian CONPa= 
nie might be at Batar, an haven towne. in the Per/ias 
Guolc, which trendeik inthe forme of an halte Moon 
haviag a little pretie lland, 2s 2 1.0ft commodious ſheker, 
Th the m1; outh of the ſame, 1 -hercby a a ſh p of ftiue nunidre 
rWanes and þ etter may rl Je ar plea! \urc. Very Geltrous is 
the Perſian King that oui ſhipping ne ſhould com? thicher, 
or.to any other. port un his Joininons ; Prom THY 2 often = 
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times ( as may be iuſtified very probably) that it ſhould 
be lawfull for vs to builde and fortific , and to enjoy all 


| cloſe by Batan. Priviledges in as ample manner as his owne ſubicctes ; 


and that if the Portugals in Ormuz, ſhould offer vio- 
lence to our ſhipping , that then hee would become 
their profeſſcd eaemic : whoſe league of friendſhip (1 
am aſſurcd) they dare not in that-ITland breake, flan- 
ding ſo many waies beholding to the Perſian King as 
they doe. Belides where wee planted in Baran, the Kin 

would quickly cut oft the greatel{ trade of Merchan- 
dize eyther of raw bike or [ndico 'rom T anris to ( on.. 
fantinople, and turne ic vnto that harbour, There wee 
ſhould haue 2 ſpeedie vent for our broade cloath, Car- 
fies, Tinne, and Lead, and haue in barter for the ſame 
whatſocuer eytber the kingdome of Perſia or India doth 
2ftoorde., So that in mine opinion to haue ZBatan for 
a reſting and refreſhing batbour after our tedious ſays 
ling through the great Ocean , were tarre better then 
Bantam in Tana, or eAden, or any other port in eA- 
rabia Felix , places altogether of wrong and oppreſ- 
fion , where little iuſtice is to bee found _ lo farre 
tiom ( onft antinople : Whereas Batan ſtandeth in ſuch 
a Countrey as iz full of peace and tranquilitie , ha» 
uing a moſt juſt and vpright Prince (the onely true 
lay of traffike) Lord of the ſame, whoſe onely care 
and endeuour is to. maintaine and ypholde the trade 
of Merchandize . But to leaue theſe thinges to the 
Merchants , wee come now to the Kingdome of Aſ- 


firia, 


The 
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The deſcription .of A s - 


SIRIA, 


gi uwnce of Suſrana, now called C/eſtan, bur 

- MSL m old time eAſsiria, The bounds of this 

| SE Countrey , Northwards is on the South 
— part of eArmenia , Eaftward on a part 

of Perſia : Weſtward on Meſopotamia : and Sourth- 
ward on a part of the Perſian Golte', which part; is 
fell of fennes and mariſh bogees,' withour cither pore 
or bhauen, The climate in that part is exceeding hote, and 
very much infelted with bituminous matter, which both 
ſpoiles the growth of trees,and corrupt the waters, where- 
by it comes to paſſe, that the people are nor long liu'de, 
And howlſocuerthis countrey was that land, whereinithe 
fhrft Monarchie wasfetled, fo that many excellent things 


2802 7 Rom Siras, having ſpent eight daies tra- 
T , ; HE ucll and berrer, we entered into the Pro- 


might be ſpoken of it; yer ſince, it hath enduredſo' ma- 


ny mutations ard changes by the outrage of armies , that 
it hath lott her ancient name, 1 will be ſparing to write 
thereof, _lea(} Fſhon}d write many things rather fabulous 
then true, andthereforeJaying afide the :danger of lying, 
I willpafte vnto thoſe townes and ruines which I hauec 
lecne, 


The de(cription of Suſa. 


op mng two -daies farther from the entrance in- 
to this Kingdome , wee reſted at Valdac, oncethe 
the great Citie Suſa, but now verie ruinous. It was firſt 
built by Tythonw and. his fonne Memon, but inlar- 
ged by Darinsthe ſonne of Hiftaſpis, 

In 
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In the building whereof Memmen was lo exceeding pro- 
digall, that as Caſtiodorwe writeth, he ioyncd the ſtones to- 
gether with gold. It was once one of the regal Cities of the 
Kings of Perfia; and was ſo rich that Aritageras did in this 
maner cheere vp the harts of his ſouldiers,wh1cn they came 
to beliege it, Hanc vos vrbems,fi animoſe ceperitis jams cuns 
Tone de dinitys, licet eertetss, It you can winne this Citic 
couragious ſouldiers,you may fire with Jwp:ter himſeltc 
for riches: which Alexander had good cxpcrience of, 
when he tound fiftic thouſand talents in wedges ot go'd, 
beſides (iluer, and great Rore of coyne. Behold ( ſaith 2. 
{ writins)that in an OS many kings had heapedro 
gether for poſteritie, falleth now into the hands of a (tran- 

er, In a word ſuch was the beautic and delcRableneſſe 
. nfs for fituation, that they called it Swſa, which then 
in the Perſian tongue (ignifyerh a Lilly,bucnow it is called 
Valdac, of the pouertic of the place, | 

Cloſe by this ruinous towne ſwimmeth the famous Ri- 

uer Choaſpes , which after many turnings and windings 
throughthe countrey of Suſana diſchargeth it ſelfe in the 
Perſian Golfe, The water of this riuer is very delicate to 
the taſt; ſo that itis no meruaile, though the Perſian and 
Parthia kings in times paſt would by their good wils drink 
of no other water, For which purpeſe they had veſlcls of 
gold and filuer, ts carry the ſame after them, whenſocucr 
they eyther did ride in prograce, or goe to the warres, 
Xerxes (as V arrerelateth ) being on a time exceeding 
thirftic, cauſed proclamation to be made throughour his 
campe, thatif any ſoldier had any water of Choaſpes Icft 
he ſhould be well rewarded. And it ſo fell out, that a 
ſmall quancitie was found, which though it was exceeding 
muddie by reaſon of carriage, yet that mightic Prince 
dranke freely of ir, Of ſuch account was this river in an- 
cient time, 


The 
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Hawog paſſed oner this riuer , we ſet forward towards The deſcrip 
Moſul, avery antienttowne in this countrey , fixe dayes tion of Ni- 
journey from YValdae ; and ſo pitched onthe bankesof the **® 
riuer 7 igr19, Here in theſe plaines of Aſſiria ,and on the The magnif- 
bankes ot Tigris, and in the region of Eden, was Ninewie cent bui 4 
built by Nwred, but finiſhed by Ninzs, Itis agreed by ®f Nuneue 
all propoane writers , and ik by che Scriptures, A 
that this citty exceeded all other citties in circuit , and 
an{werable magnificence, For it ſeemes by the ruinous 
foundarion (which I througly viewed) that it was bail 
with ſoure des, but not <quall or {quare; for the two 
longer f:des had cach of them ( as we gefſe) an hundreth 
and fifty furlongs; the two ſhorter ſides, ninty furlongs, 
which amountethto foure hundred and eighty furlongs 
of ground, which makes thyeeſcore miles , accounting 
cight furlorgs to an Italian mile. The walles whereof 
were an hundreth foote ypright , and had ſuch a breadth, | 
as three Chariots might paſſe on the rampire in front: | 

| 
| 
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theſe walles were garniſhed with a thouſand and five. 

hundreth towers, which gaue exceeding beauty to the 

reil,and a ftrengrh no leſſe admirable for the nature of thoſe 

times. Here it was that Nenwe raigned, who after he had Ninus reig- | 
maifired&attrra, and ſubicted ynto his Empire al thoſe 2*9in Nine- 
regions berweene it and the Mediterranean. ſea , and * © 
Helleſpont( Aſia the leſie excepted) 8& finiſhed the worke 

of Ninewie, he left the world i» the yeare thereof 2019. 
after he had reigned two and fifty yeares. Afrer him fuc- 
ceeded Semiramishis wife, a Lady of great proweſſe and The rich and 
vertue, who in this city buried hmm ſo honeurably and {*mpmous 


in ſuch a ſumptuous tombe, that it was the onely patrerne Nats, 


which Artemeſiz the Queene of Caria made for her hul- 
band Marnſolxs, and accounted for the rarencſle thereof, 
oneof the ſeauen wonders of the world. Vponthe Pillars 
whereof was ſet this Epitaph. 1£6bs pater Belus Inpiter, , , _. 
Anns Saturnus Babilonicus, proauns Chus Saturnus oE- His Epitayhy þ 


th:ops,; Abauns Saturnns e/£giptus, Aranns CalnsPhonix 
N 


Ogiges 


— 
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Ogges , repeating the pedegree of Ninxs to be the ſon 
of Bs , the ſonne of emer adthe ſonne of Chx:,the ſon 
ol Cham, and the ſonne of Noah, 
"8-4 Now as the Monarchie of the Afſyrians began by Nj. 
thelalt bag of 2%, which iaſted for the ſpace of a thoufand and ewo 
the aflyrians, hundred yeares, and ſome adde fortic yeares more : (o it 
endedin Sardanapalvs, that bealily Epicure, who fin- 
Gag hi forces too weaketo fight againſt the power of 
Arbaces and Belochus his ewo Licutcnants, the one in 
Media,and the other in Babylon, retired out of the field 
to his pallacein Nininie,and there cauſed an huge fireto 
be made, into which hee caſt himfelfe and all his riches; 
hercin onely playing the man. Such was the efteminate 
wantonnes of this King, that he conſumed whole daies 
in the nurccrie among his concubines, ſparing no time 
from incontinent exerciſes. As appeares by the Epitaph, 
which liuing,he commandedto be wiitten on his tomb; 
Ede, Bibe, Lude, 
Eate, Drinke, Play. 
Which Epitaph, «Ariftetle chancing to find, Rayed, and 
read thefirkt pare thereof, and ſmiling , ſaid: A mr wold 
thinke, this A to be fixed to the grane of an oxe, 
then written vpon the tombe of a Prince And hawing pet- 
uſed the three verſes, concluded, That Sardanapalns ene 
ioyed that being dead, which living he neuer had, but ſo 
long as he was in feeding his panch. Intimating, that all 
pleaſures which are not reduced to. neceflity and hone- 
tie, are very reprochfull 
Sancherib Here alſo raigned and dyed Sancherib, who at his re- 
flainby his 2. turne from the beſecging of /erwſa/em was (laine by his 
lons, 2-Reg.'9 two ſons, Adr.immelech & Sharezar as he wasin thetem- 
_—_ ple worſhipping Niſroch his god. Herodotas relates, that 
7 aſter his death,an image was ſet vp vito him with this 
inſcription: Learne by me to feare God; for a memoriall of 
Gods judgement agaiuſt him. 
Finally,that this city was farre greater then Babilon, 


being 
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being the Lady of the Eaſt,the Queene of Nations, and 
the riches of the world, hauing more people within her 
wals,then are now in ſomeone kingdome : but now it is 


dcllroyed (as God forciold it ſhould be by the Chaldz- | 


ans)being nothing clſe,then a ſepulcure of her ſelf, a licle 
towne of ſtall trade,where the Patriarch of the Neſto- 
rians keeps his ſcate,at the deuotion of the Turkes, Sun- 


dry times had we conference with this Patriarch: and a- ' 


mong many other ſpeeches which paſt from him, he wi- 
ſhed vs that before we departed,to fee the Iland of Eder, 
but twelue miles vp the riuer, which he affirmed was vn- 


donbiedly a part of Paradiſe, 


The deſcription of the land of Eden. 

1-8 Iland lyes in rhe beart of the river Tigris, and is 
(as we could gueſlc)in circuit ten Engliſh miles,and 

was ſortimes walled round about with a wall of ſtrong 
defence,as appeares by the ruinous foundation of bricke 
which there remaineth. And howſoeuer the beaurifull 
land of Edew is now forgotten in theſe parts, with thoſe 
flouriſhing countries of Meſopotamia, Aſſyria Babylonia, 
and Challea,being 2)l ſwallowed vp into meere Barbs. 
riſm,yer this Jland til retains the name of the Ile of Eden 
Now whither this Iland were the very Eden of Para- 
diſe,is not probable: but certaine it is, that, that garden 
of Pleaſure, which God choſe out to ſer Adams into, was 
ſeatedin the lower part of the Region of Eden,afterward 


called Arew fluniorum,or Meſopvtamia:a =_y which _ i = he 


** gion of Eden, | 


Southwards ftrercherh it ſelf ouerthe great river 
te;,toward Shinar nic Babylonand Northwards contai- 
neth that continent of Meſopotamia, Aſria,and Armee 
mia,which is watred with Tigri-,berween mount Tavres 
and Selewcia, 


That there was ſuch a Paradiſe a3the garden of Eden, That Paradiſe || 
ypon earth,is without all diſpute, becauſe the Scriptures prnepencngs 
tell ys of it: And the Lord God planted a Garden, Eaft- _ 
| N 3 ward pare, | 
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ward im Eden,and there he put the an whom he had made. 

gen. 2.8. Andit1s ſaid of (aine, that he dwelt in the land 

of Nox towards the Eaſt fide of Eden.gen. 4, 16, The Pro. 

phers likewiſe doe often make mention of the land of E. 

den and the inhabitants thereof, As in Eſay 37,1 2, where 

acer Gozay, and Harar, 2nd Keſeph, the Prophet ſpeak- 

eth alſo of the children of Eden which were at Telaſier. 

And the Prophet Exzechiel in the.27.chap. and 23. verf, 

bewailing the deſolation of Tyrws, ſhewerth what Mer- 

chants reſorted thither , and among many other nations, 

he reconeth the merchants of Eaen. Now as they make 

mention of the land of Eder,fo alſo of the garden it ſelfe, 

Hos is this land waſt , wkich was like the garden of Eden, 
Ezech.36,25.And in the Prophet Ioel, 2.3. the land is as 

the garden of Eden before him By which places of ſcripture 

it iscuideptthat the garden of Eden, was a certaineplace 

ypon the carth, which God choſe out ( aboue all other 

placesof the world)to ſt eAdam into after he had crea- 

| red him, 

[1 Paradicz Andthatthevery Eden of Paradice was in this contrey is 
['; planted m_ plaine by the relation of Afoſes,who faith that it was eaſ# 
| | co " ward in Eden, that is, itlying eatward (as this counctrey 
' Babilania doth )from /ndea, Forſo it is ſayd, that the Lord God 
planted a garden Eaxftward m Eden , which quarter of the. 

world isto be vnderſtood, eaſtward, in reſpect of /nda4. 

Befides this countrey Randeth in the ryoſt excellent tem- 

perof all other, eo wit five and thirty degrees from rhe 

EquinoQiall line, and five and fifty fromthe North-pole: 

in which climate the beſt wines, the moſt delicate fruits, 

the ſweeteſt oyle , and the pureſt graine of all ſorts, are 

this day fund! in great aboundance, 

| Theriuers Againethe very riuers, which courſe through this coun- 

|| which wate- trey,doe make good, that the very Eder of Paradice, was 
 vedParadics, pps planted: For Xoſes deſcriberh,chat 4 riner went out of 
Eden to water this garden,and from thence denided it ſelfe 

into fore brannches;and we find by experience,that Ts 

an 


: 
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and Expbrates,running through this country of Eden doe 
ioync in one, and afterward taking ſeuerall waies a part, 
doc water both the land of Chus , and Hawilah,as CMoſes 
relateth : the trueſeates of Cs and his ſonnes , beeing 
then in thevalley of Shinar, in which Nimrod built Ba- 
bell, and not in Erhyepia as ſome would haue it, And as 
for the land of Hawilah, that country ioyned to Perſia 
eaftward,w here H:ſmae/and his Sonves dwelt : for they 
dwelt from Hauilah vnto Shur , that is towards e/gipt,as 
rhou goeſt to Aſſiria, Gen.25.18, And therefore they that | 
make the river Piſon to bee Ganges, doe contrary both,y  » | 
Seripture,experience, and reaſon, For how canthe riuer ce if 
Ganges,wtuch runneth through the great Hogors coun. ved,which | 
try in the Eaſt-[ndies , be a braunch of thoferiuers which make P:ſonts 
watred Eden, fince the riuer Tigre? (though it riſe in the © Nilus. 
ſame quarter ofthe world) is diſtant from Ganges , aboue 
fourethonfand miles 2 And as for them that would haue, 
the riuer Grhonto bee Nr{us,doe dreame of an impoſſibi. 
liry ; becauſe the river Niles is farther diftant from T4 | 
gris and Euphrates,then Gayges is : being begotten in the | 
mountaines of the Moone in Erhyopia, almolt as farrte off 


as the cape of good hoye ( which our Eaft-Indian ſhippes | 
| 
| 


doe double) and falleth into the CHedrterrancan-Sea; 
whereas Exphrates ſpringeth [as we haue ſaid Jour of the 
Mountaines of eArmenia, and falleth intothe golfe of 
Perſia : the one nfing South which is Nilus,and running 
North; the other rife North , which is Exphrates, and 
courfing Sourh, threeſcure & three degrees one from the 
other. Finally this country aboundeth with all Kind of Strange 
fertility and happineſſe though not in that exquifit man» ltyand bappil 
ncr,as before the fall of 44am,becauſe it was accutſed jn nefic inthe | 
ſpeciall , like as all the earth in general! , yetthus much Nc 
Hind written of it; £7rabo maketh mention of theScurh. © | 
part of Armenia, which is the Notth border of Edew , or 
2a pa't thereof z to bee a region which abowndeth wah mrſ# 
Pleaſant frunes and delicktfull trees, alwaies greene 
N 3 #4 
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BE Paime-trees 


in gre it a- 
boundance, 


and floriſning witneſſing therby a perpetual , not fond 
elf ram bo the /ndies _ And yas writeth on 
this maner: As you trawell on the left hand of Arabia ( fa- 
mos: for plenty of ſweet odownrs)there lieth a champ in coun- 
try placed between the two riners Tigris and Expirates and 
is [o fruitful and fat a ſoile,that they are ſaid to drine there 
cattaile from the paſture leaſt they ſhonld peril by Satictie, 
And true ic is that the vngy, or hay, which groweth in 
theſe parts,is of ſo ſtrong an operative power to fatren, 
that they are conſtrained ( before they giue it their car- 
taile)ro flake ann! coole the heats thereof with water, 
Herodotus ſpeaketh as an eye-witneſle , that the place 
where Enphrates runneth out mnte Tigris , not farre fron 
the place where Ninus is [eated gs 4 Regiongof al otber; moſt 
excell:mt, which bringe;h forth corne ſo aboundantly, that 
the ord nary fields in his time did returne the ſeed ſowne ©n 
them two h:;ngreth fold : the better places three bundreth, 
that is three huadceth buſhels forone , or at the leaſt 
three hundrech graines for one corne. And there is no+ 
thing that betcer proucth the excellency of this ſoile, 
then the aboiidanc growing of Palm-trees,in theſe pla- 
ces, without the.care & labor of man.Tic moſt of which 
trees do beare fruit, out of which the inhabitants make 
both meat,& wine,& hony, and whatſoeuerclſe thelife 
of man begetteth at nature, Pliny affirmeh , that ſuch is 
the fertilicy of the groiid,that they are coſtrained twiſe, 
to mow. down their corne-fields, & a thiid time to cate 


| Pliny x47, 1:- them vp with ſheepe 2 adding this fin ity to the 


(f! | Ber. lib 18.c, 


\I7. 


ſoile,that the ſecond yeere , the yery ſtubble (or rather 
falling downe of the ſced againe ) yeeldeth them a har- 
ueſt of corne wit —_— labour. 

So that by theſe few colleRions we may gather , that 
they are farre beſides the truth., which haue ſought Pa- 
rediſe,cither beyond our knowne world, or in the mid- 
dlc region of theaire; or nere the Moone;or as far as the 
South-line ; or the North-pole, beeing meere vanities 
imagined in mens fancies. Cardinal Bellarmins in his ce 
rrouerſ1es 15 likewiſe much troubled , to finde out the 
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place where Paradiſe ſhovld bee , whether it be intlic Bellum.lib,de 
carthorin the aire; yea ſome are ſo mad,that they doc ©/4! 21m 
peremptorily ſet downe.thatthe earthly Paradiſe,after 
Adam was baniſhed thence for l.is fin, was by God lifted 
vp into the aire: but this (as His Maieſty learnedly ſhew- 
eth in his Premonition to al ( brifti.n Monarchs free Prin- 
ces and flates )is Ike one of the dreames of the Turkiſh Al- 
coran,ſeeing no ſuch muracle 11 mentioned in the ſcritures, 
baxing no ground but from the curioas fancies of ſome boi. 
ling braines who cannot be content ſapere ad ſobrietatem, 
We concludethen,that the garden of Eder was created 
by God, in this-habitable world, and that in the lower 
part of the region of Egew, called bythe Iewes Aram 
Fluwiers, Aram amongſt the riuers: and by the Greekes 
Aleſepotamia, conteyning a part of Shinar & Armenia, 
and rereinipg the name of Edev,in ſome part ynto this | 
day,as before is declared. 
From the Iſland of Edew wee returned to Moſud, and l 
faied there eight daics. & ſo went down the river T;- | 
th to Bagd-t or New Babilon, beeing carried not on | 
oat,as down the riuer Exphrates, but ypon certaine Za- 
tarres or raſts,borne vpon goates skins blowne full of 
winde like bladders, Which rafts they (cl at Bagdat for 
fire,& carry their zkins againe home vpon Aﬀes by land, The ftrang 
to make other voiages down the ſaid river, This river is courling ot 
very famous becauſe it watered Paradiſe, whoſe tows Ho the river Tis 
is very ſang : for ſome parc of it, ifluing our of the 5** 
Mountaines Nifates, pafleth through the lake Topiriin 
Armenia,(a lake which hath Nitram in it, the property 
whereof isto rent and teare amans apparell ) with ſuch 
iwiftnefſe, cthatir mingles not itſelfe with the water of 
the ſaid lake, and cher n itiscalled 7Tigris,whichin 
$ languag of che Medes fignifieth an-arrow.Nere tothe 
vetermolt corner of this lake,ir falleth into a great deepe it 
& runneth for a great ſpace vnder ground,and then riſ= 
ech againe necre to Colenitis, and from thence courſerh: 
towards Opis and the ruins of Neerny, and ſo to Bage 
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The deſcription of New Babilon, 
now called Bagadat. 


»M this river the cittie Bagdat 15 very aboundantly 
turniſhed wich all kinde ot proviſion both »f corne, 
ficſh, fowle, fiſh, and veniſon of all ſorts; beſides great 
ſtore of fruit, but <{pecially of dates,and that very cheape, 
This citty by lume is called new Babilon, and may well 
be,becauſe it did ile out of the ruiaes of old Babilor, not 
farre diſtant , being nothing ſo great , nor o faire : for it 
conteines in Circuic but three Engliſhmiles ; and is built 
bur of brick dryed inthe {unne; their houſes alſo becing 
flat roofed and lowe. They haue no raine for cight mo- 
r.cths together ,nor almoit any clowd in the skie night 
nor day. Their winter is in Nouember, December, Ianu- 
aty and February, which moucths are neuertheleſle as 
warme as our ſummer in E:2/and,; In a word, this rowne 
was once a place of great trade and profit, by reaſon of 
the huge Carauans, which were want to come from Per- 
fra and Belſara; but fince the Portugalls, Engliſomen, and 
Hellargers , baue by their trafque into the Eaſft-Inates, 
cut oft almoſt ail the trade of Marchandize into the gulfs 
of Arabia and Perſia,both Grard Cairo in Egipt,and Bag- 
\ of aat in Affjria, are not now of that benefit, as they have 
x | bcene,cither tothe merchant,or great Turke his tributes 
\ both in Eg ypr,and his cuſtomes in this place being much 
| hindred thereby, 
|| Bzgdatche Memorable notwithſtanding is this towne; forthar ic 
'1 —_—- was the onely place, where for the {pace of ſx hundreth 
\1 Mindreth — Yeares,the Mahumetane (aljphes were refident and kept 
|| | yeeres. their ſumpruous court ; vntill the Tartare Prence and the 
|| Bagdarwon King of s Armenia (( as belore is declared ) did beſiege it, 
| | bythe Tartar and in the end tooke it , with the Ca/7ps alſo , together 
Prince =_ with an incſtimable maſſe of treaſure . Which treaſure 
As, — Whencherwo Princes ſaw, they demanded of the Caliph, 
vw 
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why he would not with the ſame leauy and wage ſouldi.. 
ers tor his owne defence, Whereunto he antwered , thar 
vnto thattime, he thought, his owne ſubiccts had beene 
ſufhcient enough to haue refilted any forraine 'enemie: 
which they vaderſtanding , immediatly cauſed all thar 
treaſureto becarried into the caſtle, and the couetous 
wretci {ct inthe midit of the ſame, forbidding that any 
man ſhould giue him either meat or drink, where he mi- 
ſcrably dyed chrovgh tamine,in the midſt of hisriches. | 
Atcerit continued vnderthe Tartar and Perſian go- _—_ yo } 
uernment,vntil it was taken by So/yman the Turkiſh Em» —arkiny 
cror, from Tamasthe Perſian king, who (after it was 
ycelded vnto him\according to an old ſuperſtitious man- 
ner,receiued at the harids of a poore ( a/ph, theenſignes 
and ornaments of the kings of aAſſyria:1o this city, with 


a Caliph is a 
—_—— | | WIE man reueren 
the great countries of Aſſyria and Meſopotamia,ſomtimes ced of ali 


famous kingdomes of theniſelues,and lately part of the homecan Prin 
Perſian kingdome,fell into the hands of the great Turke, <t5,a0d hath FÞ 
in the yeare 1534, and fo haue continued euer fince old priuts BY 

; edgein the |7 
Prouinces of the Turkiſn Empire, It was reported vnto cygice & cor 
R odulphus the Emperor for a certaine truth, that the king firmation of |}. 
of Perſia had wonthis citie & theſe countries again from the Aſſyrian | 
the Turk, in the yeare 1604 but that newes was not true; £1285 304 St 
for in Aprill laſt 1611, « was then wnaer the Turkiſh go- 2n50f Evyx 
Mernement, 

Within two daies trauell of Bagdar, lyeth {afe alittle At Cafethe [4 
village, where the bodies of A/y, wlome the Perfians ho. oy þ a ly * 
nor, and his two ſons Haſſay and Oſſainlye entombed;by ; 
whoſe ſepulchers,itis in great credit, and is euery yere yi= 
ſired by the Perſians in all re{pects,after the ſame ſort, that 
the Turks do viſit the ſepulchers of the three firſt ſucceſ- 
ſors Abuchacher,Ottaman,and Omar: yeathe very Kings 
of Perſha yied to be crownedand girt with the ſword in 
this place , where the Caliph was wontto keepe his reſi- 
dence as being the man thatrepreſented Aly,and occupied 
the chicfe roome of their filthy c abhominable prieſt-hood. 

O Hauing: 
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Hauing ſtayed 20. daies at Bagdat, wee put our (clues 
intothe company of a Chiaxs , who was bound from the 
Baſſa of Bagdat tor Conſtantinople, being in number (ixe- 
teen perſons and no more,to trauell througha great part 
of Chaldea,and the deſart of Arabia, Soſoon as we were 
out of this cittie, we paſſed ouer theſwift riuer Tigris,on a 
great bridge made with boats, chained together with two 
mighty chaines of Iron: and fo ce ntoa part of Bag. 
dat,on this hde of the river, like 


don and Soutbwarke, 
where we ſtayed foure dayes, 


The deſcription of Chaldes. 


T His part of new Bby/on tandeth in Chal/dea, which 

hath on the Eaſt, 4ſſyriaton the Weſt, Syria and Pa- 

leſtina: on the North,» Armenia: and on the South the 

defart of Arabia. Ir is called by ſome, by the name of 1es 

 ſopotamia, becauſe itlyeth in the middle of the two great 

rivers Euphrates and Tigris, This country is famous for 

many things:and among the reſt, for that it was the coun- 

try wherein Abraham was borne. For Empolemon in his 

| v4 booke of the Iewes,relateth, that about the tenth gene- 

#ikm wasbo:n ration from the Floud, Abrah:m was borne in Camerine,a 

"! towne of Babylonia, otherwiſe called Yr, or (' halaeopole : 

where he'inuented Aſtronomie, and was in ſuch fauour 

with God,that by his commaundement,he remoued into 

Phenicia,and there taught the courſe of the Moone , of 

the Sun,and of che Planets, tothe great hiking of the king 

of that country: all which (faith the ſame Aurhor)he had 

receined by tradition from Enoch,whom the Grecks call 

eAtlas, vnto whom the Angell had taught many things, 

Beſides, here werethe great Sourhſayers, Enchanters,and 

Wiſe-men,as they call them: the firſt Aſtrologians, which 

are ſo deſcribed and derided in the Scripture: and indeed 

from this country and Egypt is ſuppoſed to haue ſprung 
befirlt kn owledge of Aſtrenomie, 


Two 
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Two places of great antiquity did we throughly view 
inthe country:the one Was the ruines of the old rower of "WP : 
Babel, (asthe inhabitants hold vuto this day ) buiit by re wa | 
Nymrod,;he nephew of{ ham,Noahs ſonne : aman very _ 
valiant and couragious , yet yery prophane and iir<!igi- 
oits; 4nſomu.ch, that he per{waded the nations abcut tim, 
tat all ch.ir proſperitie and happie fortune came net | 
from God, but from their owne proweſle ard ipdultric: ou pay 
giuing them farther to vnderfiand , that if God ſhould ary. 
i{cnd any more flouds, he would on their behalfe and his 
predeceflours take reuenge 'on him, by building a rower 
lo high, that the waters ſhould not dareto touch the 
top chereof, Hereupon they began to build,and continu- 
ed building (as Ctcas ſaith)forty yeares together,railing 
the worke to ſuchan height , that it was beyond all cex- 
peRtation, But God ſeeing their madnes, did not puniſh 
them with a generall extermination, (becauſe as yet they 
had made no vic of thoſe fearectull examples which peri- 
ſhed in the Floud ) but made them mutinous one againlt 
2nother, by changing their language, whereby they could 
not vnderitand one another,Of which ouetthrow Sybi//a 
thus prophecied: Ar ſach time 4s men v(el one kind of 
language, they builded a moſt high tower, as if they would 
hane mounted wp i:to heanen: but the Gods ſent c omne winds 
and onerthrew the tower, gining enery one his diſtintt and ſe« 
werall languagze, Rb. 

So that the Diviſion of Languages was not a deuiſe of The dinifomp | 
man, (as ſome wicked ſpirits that call that ſtorie into que- —_— J 
ſton, would hauc it) bur a puniſhment caſt by Ged vp- ,;...bura x 
pon mankind, For it was a common opinion ( by the verdict niſhmeneef}- 
of Abienns) that men beeing bredde of the earth, and tru- God "—_ | 
fting in their owne ftrength , would needes,in deſpight of the an 
Gods, goreare a toner wp to the Sunne , in the ſame place, 
where Babylon now is:and farther addeth,Tha! at that tive 
beganne the dinerſitie of Languages, wh:rup:n the Hebrewes 
called that place Babell, And now at this day that which 

O 2 remay- 
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remayneth, is called, the remnant of the tower of Babel: 
there fanding as much, as is a quarter of a mile in com- 
paſſe,and as high as the ftone.worke of Paules ſteeple in 
London. Ic was bui't of burnt bricke cimenred and jov- 
ned with bicuminous mortar, to the end, that it ſhould 
not receiue any cleft in the fame. The brickes are three 
quarters of a yard in length,and a quarter-in thickneſle, 
and berween cuery courſe of brickes, there lycth a courſe 
of mats made of Canes and Palme-treeleaues,ſo treſh,as 
| if they had beenelayd within one yeare. 

WT he deſcripti® The other place remarkable is, the ruines ofold Baby- 
| __—_ lon, becauſe it was thefuſt citie, which was built after the 
| Hloud. For after Njmred had drawn the people rogether, 
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7 he did not onely make lawes,burt began to build the great 
citie Baty/on,his ſon Bel/us amplifying it,and at laft Semi- 
ramis,the wife of Ninus,fiaiſhed it in great glory & ſhew, 
| yerod.lib.1. as Herodotws and Solrmns relate. This city was built vpon 


the riuer Euphrates, as we found by experience, ſpending 

two dayes iourney and better,o;i the ruines therof. Jt was 

ſo great that it contayned in compaſle foure hundred and 

foureſcore furlongs, the walles were fiftic cubites in 

Wi Polli.z. breadth,and two hundred cubits high. Ari/otle reports, 

$ that it was ſo huge and great,that when part therof was 
taken by the enemie,the other partheard not of it inthree 
daycs together - and the Inhavitants were ſo many in 
number, that they durſt giue battell vnto {yr«s,the grea- 
relt Monarch for power that cuer was in Perſia, 

Amongk other ſtately buildings was the temple of Be/, 
tems Crected by Semiramirin the middle of this cicic, inuironed 
F ofraclu; With a double wall, carried foure-ſquare of great heighth 
by Semi- and beautic,hauing on each ſquare certaine brazen gates 
Is, curiouſly engrauen. In the vault of the ſquare , ſhee ray- 
ſed atower of a furlong high, which 1s halfe a quarter of 
a mile: and vppon it againe (taking a Bafis of alcſle cir- 
cuit) hee ſer a ſecond tower; andſo eight in all, cne a- 


bouc another: Vppon the toppe whereof the Chaldzans 
Prieſts 


$I 
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Pricis made their obſcruation of the ftars, becauſe the 
tower ouer-topped the ordinary clouds, Sorae do thinke, 
that the ruins of Nimreds tower, is but the foundation of 
this temple of Bel, & chat therefore many trauellers haue 
bin deceiued, who ſuppoſc that they haue ſcene apart of 
that rower which Nizrod builded.But who cantel whe- 
ther it be the one or the other ? It may bee that confuſed: 
Chaos which we ſaw,was the ruines of both,the Temple 
of Bel being founded on that of Nimros, In a word their 
were burnt in t'js Temple an hundreth thouſand talents 
of Frankincence in a yeere as Herodotys relateth , This 
Temple did Nabuchadnetar adome and beautifie with 
the ſpoiles of [eruſalem,and of the Temple of So/omon:all 
which veſſels & ornaments Cyrus re-deliuered, And Xey 
xes aſter him euened this Temple with theſoile ; which 
Alexander is (aid to haue repaired,by the perſwaſion of 
the Chaldeans,I demie not that it might haue been iu his 
minde ſo to doe, but hee enioyed but a few yeeres after 
the taking of Babi/on,, and therefore could not performe 
avy ſuch worke, 

But to returne where wee left, To thiscity were the ; 
Jewes carried captiucs , and ſothereof ir was calledthe "——_ 
captiuity of Ballon, A captiuity ſo well known to heathe the Heathe 
writers,thatthey make mention of ir . For they expreſly 
aftirme,that in the time of [oachim King of Tuda,leremie 
the Prophet was ſcnt vnto them from God, to foretell 
them of extreame calamity, becauſe they worſhipped an 
Idol called Baa{zwhervpon(as they relate) /oachm com- 
manded /eremy to be burnt aliue , But /eremytels them, 
that the King ob Aſſiri4 ſhould putthem to forelabor,& 
make them to digge a channel, to faile, out of the ri- 
uer Emphyates, into 'the river Trgris; whereypon Na- 
rn amayr did ſet forward with a mighty army 
fpoyling Samaria,winning Jeruſalem , and leading away 
King ſoachim priſoner, Yeathey doe ſet downe the very 
time ofthe captiuity ; viz.that it ſhould Jalt three ſcore 
OQ3 yceres 


The Preachers Trawels. 


——_— ... 


yeers and ten:tand that Nabuchadnezar at his returuc to 
Babilon,was ftricken wich madnefle, and did cry out for 
a certaine timegnight and day to his fubicRs the Babi. 
| lonians,thatſo fret a miſchicte would ſhortly fall vp. 
on them,thatall the power of the Gods ſhould not ſtay 
it, For(quoth he) an halfe aſſe of Perſia ſhall come & make 
Jos thrals : toreſhewing that Cyr ſhould beethe man, 
which ſhould both build againethe Temple of Teruſa- 
lem,and ſubduc Babilon . So that now wee may iuſtly 
aske';z what is become of this proud city, which once 
held the world in awe? Where are her conduits,the rare. 
neſle of her bathes, the hugeneſle of her towers, the 
greatnefle of her Temples,the beauty ot her princely pa- 
laces,& a number of other monuments of her kings va- 
nities? Alas/eime hath worne them out:and we may lay. 
Miramur peryſſe homines ? monumenta fatiſcunt: 
interitns Saxis nommibuſq; venit. 
Why wondet we that men doe dic ? 
Since monuments decay, 
And towers fall,and founders names, 

Doe periſh cleane,away. 

For firſt ſhe was ſubdued by the Iedergthen by the 
Perſians ; after by the | An , then by the Saracens; 
then by the Tartars, after that by the Perſians againe:& 
now by the Twrkes, So God dothappoint, and God doth 
diſapoint ftates and commonwealthes, according to the 
decree of his Ecernall will, finne being the only cau'e of 
his anger, his anger the cauſe of all calamities and ſub. 
ucrhon of Kingdomes,according to that of Syrach;Rege 
"121 4 gente in gentem tranſferetur propter wrinſtitiam.Be- 
cauſe of ynrighteous dealing and wrongs , and riches 


fiat, 10, gotten by deceit, che Kingdom is tranſlated from one peo- 


ple to another, 


The deſcription of Arabit. 
Rom the ruines of old Babs/on wee ſet forwards to 
Alepoz 
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. Alepo ; traucling, for the moſt part, through the De- 
fart Arabia, Thi country of Arabia hath on the North 
Palecftina , and Meſopotamia : onthe Eaſt the golfe of 
Per/ia : on the South the maine Ocean of 1rd; ; on the 
Weſt Egipr & the red-ſea, It is deuided into three parts: 
the North-part whereof, is the deſart eArabia : the 
Sourh-part is called Arabia Felix : and the middle be- 
eweene both,is Arabia Petroſa. Itis not my purpoſe 
to'write any thivg either of Arabia Felix, or Arabia 
Petroſa,becauſe they lienot in the compeſle of my tra- 
uell: onely it ſhall not be amiſle ro inſert a word or two, 
of Mahomet and his ſuperſtition, who was borne in this 
country,and hath ſeduced the greateft part of the' world 
with his abominable religion, 

Concerning Mahomet, the people of Mecha ( where The opinic 
he lieth intombed) doe altogether condemnedhim boch vfrhem 
for his robberies and murders, And himſelfe in his Al- ing M wo 6 
coran confeſſeth himſelfe to be a finner , an idolator , an their Pre 
adulterer,and inclined to women aboue meaſure , and 
that in ſuch vnciuil termes, a lam aſhamed to repeate, 

And concerning his Alcoran , wherein hee hath in- 
ſerted the precepts of his inuentien, there is no truth religion a 
in ic, For firſt vpon paine of death, it may not bee diſpu- meerefeig 
red ypon, whereas the truth loues trjall, ſo that though invention, 
the eArabiars,T urkes,and Perſians willnor ſpare to lay, 
and that vauntingly,that the doctrine of p55 nad dis 


0 renee a —_" 
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uine & conformable both to the old & new Teftament, 
yet as good as they makeit, you may not examine it or 

call it into queſtion; as if a man ſhou'd ſay , behold you 1 
are paide 1n good money ; but you muſt not weigh it, 

neither looke ypon it by day-light. 2 Beſides his Alco- 

ras is peſtred with a number of fables and falſitics, as l 
nine hundreth vattuthes ; whereof two are moſt groſſe, It is ful of i 
that Abrabam was the ſonne of Lazarus : and Cary 3nd tables, 
the fiſter of Aaron, 2, Againe it pointerh:out at things 

ſcnfible and corporall , aud not to things internall and 
ſpiritual: 
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ipirituall : for CMabomer moſt blaſphemouſly reporteth 
in his prograce yp to the throne of God, that hee fel 
the hand of God three-ſcore and ten times co!der, then 
any yce:that he ſaw at Ange! that had a thouſand heads, 
a diamond table of a thouſand miles in length , and a 
Cocke of a wonderfull bigneſſe , which is kept yntil the 
day of doome,that then by the ſhrilnefle of his crowing 
the dead may be raiſed ;and further he ſetreth it downe 
that the diuc)l is circumciſed, with this leaſing alfo,that 
the ſtarres, are very candles hung out cuery night from 
Th- promiſes *\ firmament, 4. And for his promiſes to all ſuch as call 
© are mcere car- VPN him faichfully,are meere carnal and earthly,ſuch as 1 
nall lealurcs. am aſhamd ro name, being fit for none but Heliogabalus, 
| and Sardanapalnus, 5, His precepts are indulgenttoper- 
iury,giuing leaue to haue as many wiues as a man will, 

to couple themſelues not only with one of the ſame ſex, 

but with bruic beaſts alſo: ro ſpoile one anothers goods, 

_ = Toma and none to be accuſed ynder toure witneſles. 6, For his 
wronhr no Miracles he wrought none at al, but hee confeſſerh that 
mir:cles,but God ſent Moſes with miracles, and Chriſt his forerunner 
mgesd with miracles, but forhimſelfe he was to come with fire 
'sdotrine and ſword to force men , to obey his law , whereas the 
_ and [ruth doth draw men of their own accords:rediculous al- 
{o is that which hee writeth of himſelfe , how when hee 

was a child, an Angel was lent from God to open his 

5 heart, and to take out that Ilumpe of bloud , which is 
the cauſe of finne, as though the cauſe thereof were 

—_— of pot ſpirituall. 7, The efte& of his dotrine is periury,as 
relivion, Fhatthey neednotro keepe any oth made with a Chri- 
4 ftian,who is an Infidell; and alſo murder, as theeldeſt 
brother, ſo ſoone as hee commeth to weare the crowne, 

to ſtrangleall the reſt , For inſtance whereof,, Mahomes 
the chird (this Kings father that now ſwaieth the Scep- 


ter at Conſtantinople )did not onely murder his brethren, 
but to rid bimſelfe of the feare of all competitours ( the 
greateſt torment of the mighty ) at the yery ſame time 

cauſed 
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* cauſed ten of his fathers wines and concubines ,ſuch as by 
whom any iflue were to bce feared, to bee all drowned in 
the ſea. 
And is it notnow a wonder,that the people of the Turks 
and Perſians, being both warlike and politicke, magnifi- 
cent and Rately, and to fay in a word, the very hammerof 
the world, as it was ſaid of Babylon, ſhould be thus ledde 
away with theſe vild inchantments of their wicked Pro-« 
phet Mahomer, I will ſay no more, bur ſince the darknes 
of Twrkie and Perſia is ſo great, that it may be felt, and 
that it is a wonder in our eyes , to ſee ſuch miſts inthoe 
places, then let vs in this land reioyce, that are notonely 
endued with nature as they are, but witha ſpeciall inſpi- 
ration from aboue beſides : having the celeſtial! doctrine 
cf the everlaſting Sonne of God , to guide ys voto true 
happineſle. For certainely the time will come, when both 
the great Turke and his Baſſaes, and the Perſian with his 
Chans, ſhall bitterly rue the time, and wiſh,withrhe loſſe 
of both their eyes, that they had but heard and ſeenc, as 
much as we haue done. 
Let this then perſwade my Touing Countri-men,that 
either ſhall hereafter ſerue in the warres of Hongary a- 
gaink the Turk,or trade in thoſe places, vtterly to deteſt 
e Twrk,ſb Religion, as the only way that treads to death 
anddefirution, We may conclude with Ludowicus Vines, Lug Vines 
who compareth Heetheniſme and Mahometiſme,to glaſſe: 1.de vetirate 
Touch not glafle, for though it be bright, yer is it brittle, Fidets 
it canuot endure the hammer: and Chriftianiſme to gold, 
do you melt it,or doe you rubbe ir, or do you beace 1t, it 
hinerh Ri)l more orient. 
Burt to returne where wee left, hauing ſpent three 
dayes and better, from the ruines of old Babylon, wee 
came ynto a towne called Ait,inhabited onely wirh Ara- 
biaxs, but very ruinous. Neere ynto which towne is a ,,, - 
valley ofpitch very merycilous to behold, and athing yy 
almoſt incredible, wherein my ſprings throwing 
out 
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out aboundantly a kinde of blacke ſubſtance , like vnto 
tarre and pitch , which ſerueth all rhe counties there- 
abouts to make ſtaunch their barkes and boates ; euery 
one of which ſprings maketh a noiſe like a Smiths forge, 
in puffing and blowing out the matter , which neuer 
ceaſeth night nor day , and the noyſe is heard a mule off, 
{wallowing vp all weighty things that come vpon ic, 
The Moores call it,the month of hell. 

Heere wee entred on the Deſart of Arabia,wherein it 
pleaſed God , afterthe deliuery of his people out of E- 
Fipts fornace , to exerciſe them, for their rebellion, vnder 
the conduct of Moſes for fortic yeeres together ; feed- 
ing them from heauen with Manna; and giuing them 
_ miraculouſly ont of the drie rockes , Three daies 

nt wee on this Dcſart,and fo arriued at eAnna,atown 

——_ Sedans miles in length , but very narrow , inhabited al- 
rogether with (wrdies,a moſt theeuiſh people . Here 

we [taied two daies , and could not bee ſuffered to paſſe 

without a preſent tothe gouernor of this rowne,which 

came to a duckat a peece. Cloſe by this towne run- 

neth the river Emphrates,with a very ſwift current, which 

doth merucilouſly frutiferate the country round abour, 

whereby weprouided our ſelues of all necefſaries fit for 

' trauaile through the reſt of the Deſart. 

F.omthis rowne wee proceeded, and cuery ſecond 
night,through nogend deſcretion of our guid, we pitch- 
ed on the bancke of the river Euphrates, which much re- 
freſhed our ſelues and wearied beaſts, beholding eucry 
day, greac drours of wild 'bcaſts,as wild Aſſes all white, 
Gaſell s, Wolnes, Leopards, Foxes , and Hares , And now 
to winde vp all, in paſſing trom Babilo» to Alepo, they 
ordinarily wich Camels ipend forty daies , travelling 
through this ſory & barren Deſact,lying vnumanured be- 
cauſe of the ſcarcity of moiſture. Neuertheleſſe great is 
the mutual! commerce and trade, through theſe ſandy 
an barren places, and that by the labour of Goats, 
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which carry wonderous burdens, as a thouſand "_— | 
peece,nnd char for forty daies and ypwards - They driok The Camull 
in theſe fterill and andy places, but once euery fifth day, —_ 
and if extremity inforce, they will indure thewantof "oy 
watertenne or twelue dajies , When their burdens are 
oft,a few riftles,thornes, or leaues of trees, and alittle 
round ball of paſte made of barley meale wil ſuffice them. 
There is no lyuing creature leſſe chargeable, and more 
laborious then the Camel , howbeit wee yi{ed not their 
ſeruice, by reaſon of the ſpeed which the Chiaus made 
for Conſtantinople, ſo that the trauell with the Carauan 
is forty daies about ; wee paſſed in eighteene daies in 
much {ecurity,and ſoin great ſafety by the mercy of God 
Jarrived againein Alepo. 
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